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Matatiele strengthens communication 
approach. 

KNOW YOUR LEADERS
Matatiele Executive and Section 79 committees configured to accelerate governance and service delivery

On the 14th of April 2026, Matatiele Local Municipality has taken a decisive step to strengthen governance and fast-track service delivery 
following the approval of a reconfigured Executive Committee and new leadership of Section 79 Ad Hoc Committees. 

In its attempt to strengthen 
communication approach, 
Matatiele Local Municipality 

reviewed its Communication 
Action Plan, in a workshop 
recently held were Public 
Service Commission 
Chairperson, Prof. Somadoda 
Fikeni was a special guest 
wherein in his contribution 
he delivered an input under 
the theme “Strengthening 
public trust through ethical, 
citizen-cantered government 
communication.” Prof. Fikeni 
further emphasised that 
government must prioritise 
its people and serve them 
with dignity not forgetting 
segmentation and priorities in 
its communication approach. 
“We are not favoured because 
we are the best or because 
we are geniuses. We must not 
squander any opportunity to 
serve, Fikeni concluded.”

The review session brought 
together key municipal 

stakeholders including Ward 
Councillors, Ward Committees, 
Community Development 
Workers and frontline 
officials to reflect on current 
communication initiatives, 
assess progress, identify gaps, 
and strengthen strategies that 
keep residents informed and 
involved.
Discussions covered critical 
touchpoints for resident’s 
turnaround times for service 
delivery queries, effectiveness 
of ward-based communication 
systems, use of digital platforms 
like WhatsApp groups and 
the municipal website, and 
accessibility of information for 
elderly and rural communities. 

In his address the Mayor, 
Patrick Stuurman said, effective 
communication is the bridge 
between the municipality 
and the people we serve. The 
session focused on sharpening 
how we share information 
ensuring every voice in 

Matatiele is heard, from ward 
meetings to water outage 
notices and infrastructure 
project updates. 
Recommendations from the 
workshop will be consolidated 
into a revised Communication 

Action Plan to be tabled 
before Council for approval. 
The communication plan aims 
to improve responsiveness, 
language accessibility, and two-
way engagement across all 27 
wards of Matatiele.

Mayor Cllr. 
Motlalepula 

Stuurman

Cllr Francina 
Makopano Shale 
- Portfolio Head 

Infrastructure 
Planning and 
Development

Cllr Mzwamandla 
Nyembezi - 

Portfolio Head 
Governance 
and Special 
Programmes

Cllr Nomaroma - 
Ludidi - Ndabane 
- Portfolio Head 

Corporate 
Services

Cllr Shereen 
Doreen Booth - 
Portfolio Head 

Community 
Services

Cllr Sicelo 
Mapahasa 

Chairperson 
Municipal Public 

Accounts

Cllr Sindile 
Mbulawa 

-Chairperson 
Public 

Participation & 
Customer Care

Cllr Sonwabile 
Mngenela- 

Portfolio Head 
Budget and 

Treasury

Cllr Thembeka 
Dyantyi -
 Portfolio 

Head Human 
Settlememt

Cllr Wonga 
Bongekile 

Potwana EXCO 
Member

Cllr. Thandekile 
Mtoto -

Chairperson 
Women's
 Caucus

Cllr Siseko 
Sikhafungana - PR 

Councillor

Speaker  Cllr 
Nonzwakazi 

Ngwanya

Chief Whip- Cllr 
Nomonde Abegail 

Nkukhu



PAGE 3MATATIELE LOCAL MUNICIPALITY NEWSLETTER 2026

Customer Care 
Day Reinforces 

Partnership 
Between 

Municipality and 
Community

As part of its commitment 
to accountability, 
transparency, and 

improved service delivery, 
Matatiele Local Municipality 
hosted a Customer Care 
Day with residents and 
stakeholders. The engagement 
provided an important 
platform for open dialogue, 
allowing community members 
to raise concerns, share 
suggestions, and gain a better 
understanding of municipal 
services and programmes. 

The objective of the 
Customer Care Day was to 
strengthen the relationship 
between the Municipality 
and the communities it 
serves by promoting mutual 

understanding, improving 
communication, and reinforcing 
the Municipality's commitment 
to responsive and people-
centred service delivery. 
The discussions focused on the 
challenges and opportunities 
surrounding service delivery, 
with emphasis on working 
together to fi nd sustainable 
solutions that will improve the 
quality of life for all residents. 
In his remarks, Mayor Patrick 
Stuurman encouraged residents 
to play an active role in 
protecting and developing 
the town. "Let us respect 
each other and take care of 
our town in order to continue 
with a beautiful destination of 
Matatiele said Stuurman."

KUVULWE 
NGOKUSESIKWENI 

UMDYARHO WAMAHASHE 
NOMBONISO WEFASHONI 

-ISWEET MATAT 
CULTURAL FESTIVAL

Bekuquma uthuli kwilali 
yakwaMasakala, 
kwaWadi 03, 

ngethuba kuphehlelelwa 
ngokusesikweni I iSweet 
Matat Cultural Festival, 
umnyhadala oquka 
umdyarho wamahashe 
nomboniso wefashoni 
ojolise ekukhuthazeni 
inkcubeko, ukugcina 
ilifa lemveli, nokomeleza 
iqhayiya loluntu.
Ethetha nabathathi-
nxaxheba neendwendwe, 
uSodolophu womasipala 
iMatatiele, uPatrick 
Stuurman, uthe lo 
mnyhadala uliqonga 
elibalulekileyo 
lokukhuthaza uphuhliso 
loqoqosho lwasekuhlaleni 
ngokudala amathuba 
kumashishini asekuhlaleni, 
ukukhuthaza ukhenketho, 
ukuqaqambisa italente 
yabahlali, nokugcina 
nokuphuhlisa amasiko 
nezithethe zabantu 
baseMatatiele.
"ISweet Matat Cultural 
Festival ayingombhiyozo 
wenkcubeko kuphela, 
koko lutyalo-mali kubantu 
bethu nakuqoqosho 
lwasekuhlaleni. Imisitho 
efana nale idala 
amathuba emisebenzi 
koosomashishini, amagcisa, 
abathungu, onobuhle, 

kwakunye noluntu 
ngokubanzi, lo gama 
sikwagcina amasiko 
nezithethe zethu," 
utshilo uSodolophu 
uStuurman. Abathathi-
nxaxheba kumboniso 
wefashoni bakhuphisane 
ngamabhaso axabisa 
i-R50 000, logama 
abathathi-nxaxheba 
kumdyarho wamahashe 
bekhuphisane 
ngamabhaso afi kelela 
kwi-R100 000. La 
mabhaso abonakalisa 
ukuzimisela koMasipala 
ekuxhaseni uphuhliso 
lwenkcubeko kunye 
nemidlalo yamahashe 
njengendlela yokudala 
amathuba oqoqosho 
nokuphuhlisa uluntu.
Lo mnyhadala 
uququzelelwe 
ngentsebenziswano 
phakathi koMasipala 
waseMatatiele kunye 
neMatatiele Rainbow 
Equestrian Association, 
ngenjongo yokukhuthaza 
ukhenketho 
lwenkcubeko, 
ukulondoloza amasiko 
nezithethe zemveli, 
nokukhawulezisa 
uphuhliso loqoqosho 
olubandakanya bonke 
abantu.
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Services on Wheels Brings Government Services 
Closer to Ward 11 Residents

Restoring Dignity and 
Promoting Health for Every 

Child

Multi-sectoral services 
on wheels outreach 
programme continues 

to reach communities across 
Matatiele in an effort to bring 
services closer to where 
people live.  
The outreach programme 
was recently held at 
Mapfontein village, Ward 11. 
This programme formed part 
of a series of programmes 
conducted as part of the 
Human Right Month activities, 
wherein various government 
departments and private 
partners collaborated to 

provide essential services, 
information, and support to 
residents. The theme for this 
year’s Human Right Month is 
“Bill of Rights at 30: Making 
Human Dignity Real.”
The initiative forms part of the 
municipality's commitment 
to ensuring that all citizens, 
particularly those in remote 
areas like Mapfontein, have 
access to government services, 
information and development 
opportunities.
During the engagement, 
Department of Education 
emphasised the critical role 

parents play in their children's 
educational success. The 
department encouraged 
parents to actively participate 
in school activities and monitor 
their children's academic 
progress. 
Among issue raised by the 
department was a concern 
regarding the implementation 
of the school nutrition 
programme, highlighting 
the importance of providing 
quality and nutritious meals 
to learners, it also indicated 
that food handlers should be 
rotated periodically to ensure 
that employment opportunities 
and benefits are shared fairly 
within communities. 
In implementing school 
nutrition, the department 
encouraged residents to 
engage in agricultural 
production, noting that 
local farmers and producers 
can play a significant role 
in supplying food to schools 
and strengthening the local 
economy.
The Department of Agriculture 
used the platform to raise 
awareness about the outbreak 
of Foot and Mouth Disease, 
urging livestock owners to 
remain vigilant and adhere to 

set precautionary measures.  
Officials explained that the 
disease affects cattle, pigs, 
and horses and, while there 
is currently no cure, it can 
be effectively managed 
through vaccination 
and proper livestock 
management practices. The 
department also reaffirmed 
its commitment to supporting 
local farmers through livestock 
improvement programmes.
Meanwhile, the South African 
Police Service (SAPS) brought 
a mobile service truck to 
the outreach programme, 
enabling community members 
to access policing services 
closer to where they live. 
The mobile truck provided 
assistance with case-related 
enquiries and guidance on 
compliance requirements for 
liquor trading.
The Services on Wheels 
programme continues to 
demonstrate the value of 
integrated government 
service delivery by bringing 
departments together to 
address community needs, 
promote development, and 
ensure that citizens enjoy their 
constitutional right to access 
basic services.

As part of 
commemorating Child 
Protection Week, 

Matatiele Local Municipality 
and Alfred Nzo District 

Week was commemorated 
under the theme “Working 
Together in Ending Violence 
Against Children,” This 
campaign focuses on key 
issues affecting the well-
being of children, including 
statutory rape, effective case 
management, online safety, 
and the prevention of neglect, 
abuse, and school violence.
The initiative forms part of a 
multi stakeholder interventions 
that are aimed at making a 
meaningful impact within our 
communities. In handing over 
sanitary packs we passed on 
dignity, strengthened health 
awareness, and delivered a 
powerful message that our 
youth matter, and their future 
matters.

Municipality conducted a joint 
effort by handing over sanitary 
dignity packs at Popopo Senior 
Secondary School in Ward 15. 
Sanitary packs were distributed 

to learners as part of a broader 
initiative to promote health, 
dignity, and equal access to 
education. 
This year’s Child Protection 
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Stakeholders Gather in Matatiele for the 48th 
Umzimvubu Catchment Partnership Meeting

Amidst environmental 
challenges 
that confronts 
Matatiele and its 

neighbouring municipalities, 
the uMzimvubu Catchment 
Partnership hosted its 48th 

meeting in Matatiele, wherein 
multi-stakeholders, ranging 
from Alfred Nzo District Local 
Municipalities, Government 
departments, entities and 
environmental organisations, 
converged under one roof 

to develop and share best 
practices and strategies 
to address threats to 
biodiversity. 
Addressing the session, 
Mayor Patrick Stuurman 
emphasised to the 
stakeholders that the 
engagement takes place 
during the Africa Month 
which is critical period in 
mobilising stakeholders 
across the board towards 
fi nding indigenous 
methods of preventing 
environmental degradation 
which threatens loverhoods 
and developmental of 
aspirations of the region 
and the continent.  He 
reminded everyone of our 
collective responsibility to 
protect natural resources, 
biodiversity, wetlands, and 
water systems for future 
generations.
Mayor Stuurman further 
highlighted the recent Earth 
Day programme which was 
held at Wilfred Bauer Nature 
Reserve, where schools, 

environmental stakeholders, 
and community partners 
came together to promote 
environmental education 
and conservation. The Earth 
Day theme for 2026 is “Our 
Power, Our Planet” which 
resonates with the collective 
efforts which drive the multi-
sectoral approach that 
uMzimvubu Catchment 
Partnership implements. 
Appreciating the inter-
generational approach, 
wherein pupils where at the 
centre of environmental 
awareness campaign 
held as part of the 
Earth Day in order for 
them to be informed 
of the environmental 
responsibility that they hold 
as a future generation. 
This engagement further 
emphasised the importance 
of keeping the environment 
clean through recycling 
initiatives, including the 
collection of recyclable 
waste and cans to help 
maintain cleanliness within 
our towns and communities.

Working Together to End GBVF and 
Protect the Vulnerable

In an effort to address 
growing numbers of 
Gender-Based Violence 
and Femicide (GBVF) 

cases in Ward 25, targeted 
at women, children and 
vulnerable groups, a multi-
sectoral stakeholders 
converged under one roof 
to mobilise community and 
stakeholders to fi ght the 
scourge. The engagement 
also touched on mental 
health challenges that 
impacts victim and 
community at large, amidst 
growing GBVF cases in Ward 
25 and across other areas in 
Matatiele. 

The multi-sectoral intervention 
held at Khauoe village 
was led by ILIMA Rural 
Development Foundation 
which partnered with 
Matatiele Local Municipality, 
Yomelela Community 
Development Organisation, 

Thusong White Door Centre, 
South African Police Service 
(SAPS), Koinonia NPO, 
the Department of Social 
Development, Masakiea 
Nkopane Foundation and 
community leaders. The session 
brought together various 
stakeholders and community 
members in an effort to 
educate and empower the 
community on GBVF which is 
affecting vulnerable groups.
Representatives from the 
participating stakeholders 
shared valuable information 
on the prevention of abuse, 
mental health awareness, 
support services available to 
victims and the importance 
of reporting abuse cases. 
Community members also 
had an opportunity to openly 
share their experiences and 
concerns, creating a platform 
for healing and support.
Speaking during the 
programme, Ward 25 Councillor 

Maile Mapena emphasised 
the importance of collective 
responsibility in fi ghting 
Gender Based Violence and 
Femicide in our communities.
“As leaders and community 
members, we must work 
together to fi ght against 
gender-based violence, 
child and elderly abuse, and 
break the silence surrounding 
mental health. Together, we 
can build safer and healthier 
communities for everyone,” 
said Cllr. Mapena. 
The programme highlighted 
the importance of 
collaboration between 
government departments, 
community organisations, law 
enforcement agencies, and 
residents in addressing social 
challenges and protecting 
the rights and dignity of 
vulnerable groups.
The session concluded with a 
call for continued awareness 

campaigns, community 
support and active 
involvement in creating a 
society free from violence 
and abuse. 
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Candlelight Prayer Event 
Honours Lives Lost to HIV 

and AIDS – translate to 
Xhosa 

 Kukhunjulwe  abo basweleke  
ngubhubhane i-HIV 

Ngengenxalenye  
yokukhumbula abo 
baphulukene nobomi 
ngenxa ye-HIV ne-

AIDS, kwakunye nokubonisa 
inkxaso kwabo baphila nesi 
sifo nabo bachatshazelwe 
ngulo bhubhani, amasebe 
karhulumente ahlukeneyo 
kunye namaqabane 
achaphazelekayo 
ahlanganisene kwinkonzo 
yomthandazo wokukhanyisa 
amakhandlela. 
Lo msitho, obanjwa 
minyaka le ngenyanga 
kaCanzibe, udibanisa 
amaziko karhulumente, 
imibutho yoluntu, kunye 
namalungu oluntu ngenjongo 
yokuthandaza nokubonisa 
inkxaso kubantu neentsapho 
ezichatshazelwe yi-HIV ne-AIDS 

ngeendlela ezahlukeneyo. 
Umsitho wokukhanyisa 
amakhandlela uluphawu 
olunentsingiselo yokukhumbula 
nokunika imbeko kwabo 
basweleke ngenxa ye-HIV 
ne-AIDS. Ukwangumbhiyozo 
wokuncoma ukuzinikela 
nokusebenza nzima 
kwabakhathaleli, 
amatshantliziyo, kunye 
nabasebenzi bezempilo 
abasaqhubeka nokudlala 
indima ebalulekileyo kumzamo 
wokulwa lo bhubhane.
Le ndibano iphinde 
yaqinisekisa ukubaluleka 
komanyano, uvelwano, kunye 
nokuqhubeka neenzame 
zokwandisa ulwazi ngesi sifo, 
ukuthintela usulelo olutsha, 
nokuxhasa abantu abaphila 
ne-HIV ne-AIDS.

Ramotse o tsebisa basebetsi 
ba mmuso wa selehae ka 
mookamedi e motjha wa 

mmuso wa selehae

Ramotse, Mohlomphehi 
Mokhanselara Patrick 
Stuurman, ka molao o 

tsebisitse Mookamedi e motjha 
wa Mmuso wa Selehae, Advocate 
Mothusi Lepheana, ho basebetsi 
bohle ba mmuso nakong ya 
kopano ya basebetsi e neng e 
tshwaretswe mmasepaleng.

Tsebiso ena e tshwaya qalo 
ya kgaolo e ntjha bakeng sa 
mmuso wa selehae ha Advocate 
Lepheana a nka boikarabelo 
ba ho etella pele tsamaiso 
le ho matlafatsa phano ya 
ditshebeletso mafapheng wohle.

Ha a bua le basebetsi, 
Ramotse Stuurman o amohetse 
Mookamedi e motjha wa 
Mmuso wa Selehae mme a 
kopa basebetsi hore ba fane 
ka tshehetso le tshebedisano e 
felletseng.

“Kajeno, re amohela ka 
molao Advocate Mothusi 
Lepheana lelapeng la rona 

la mmuso. Kgetho ya hae e 
bontsha boitlamo ba rona ho 
boetapele bo matla, puso e 
ntle, boikarabello le ntlafatso 
ya phano ya ditshebeletso. Ke 
kgothaletsa basebetsi bohle ho 
sebetsa mmoho le yena ha re 
ntse re tswela pele ho sebeletsa 
setjhaba sa rona ka boitelo le 
ka botsebi,” ho boletse Ramotse 
Stuurman.

Puo ya hae, Advocate 
Lepheana o ile a bontsha 
teboho ya hae bakeng sa 
kamohelo e mofuthu mme 
arolelana pono ya hae 
ya mmuso wa selehae o 
momahaneng le o sebetsang ka 
tsela e phahameng.

Mmuso wa Selehae o ntse 
o ikemiseditse ho fana ka 
ditshebeletso tsa boleng ho 
baahi le ho hlahisa tikoloho 
ya mosebetsi e behang moo 
basebetsi ba ka phethang 
mesebetsi ya bona ka katleho le 
ka bokgoni.

Abahlali baseRholweni baza kuxhamla 
kwiprojekthi yolwakhiwo lwendlela yokungena

Abahlali belali 
yaseRholweni, kwiWadi 
22, baza kuxhamla 

ekuphuculweni kokufikelela 
kwiinkonzo ezibalulekileyo 
kulandela ukunikezelwa 
ngokusesikweni kwekontraka 
yeprojekthi yolwakhiwo 
lwendlela, ejolise ekuphuculeni 
ukuhamba kwabantu nezithuthi, 
ukunxibelelana kweendawo, 
kwakunye nokudala amathuba 
ophuhliso loqoqosho kuloo 
mmandla.
USodolophu, uPatrick 
Stuurman, ekhatshwa yiNtloko 
yeKomiti yeziSeko zoPhuhliso 
noCwangciso, uCeba 

uMakopano Shale, kunye 
noCeba weWadi 22, uNomisile 
Nondabula, banikezele 
ngokusesikweni ikontraka yale 
projekthi ngexesha lentlanganiso 
yoluntu ebizinyaswe ngabahlali, 
amagosa kaMasipala.

Le projekthi ilutyalo-mali 
olubalulekileyo kuphuhliso 
lweziseko ezingundoqo 
kwaye kulindeleke ukuba 
iphucule ukufikelela ezikolweni, 
kumaziko ezempilo, kwiindawo 
zorhwebo nakwezinye iinkonzo 
ezibalulekileyo kubahlali 
baseRholweni nakwiindawo 
ezingqongileyo.

Ethetha kule ndibano, 
uSodolophu uPatrick Stuurman 
ukhuthaze abahlali ukuba 
basebenzisane ngalo lonke ixesha 
lokuphunyezwa kweprojekthi, 
bagcine unxibelelwano oluhle 
ukuze kuqinisekiswe impumelelo 
yayo.

Sikhuthaza abahlali ukuba 
basebenzisane, banxibelelane 
ngokukhululekileyo, baxhase 
amanyathelo ajolise ekuphuculeni 
umgangatho wobomi babo, 
"Uphuhliso luphumelela ngakumbi 
xa uluntu luthatha inxaxheba 
ngokubonakalayo " utshilo 
uSodolophu uStuurman.
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Improved Road Access Brings Hope for Motseng Residents
Residents of Motseng Village 

in Ward 14 are set to benefit 
from improved access to 

essential services following the official 
handover of a road rehabilitation 
project aimed at enhancing 
mobility and connectivity within the 
community. 
Mayor Cllr. Patrick Stuurman, 
accompanied by Members of 
the Executive Committee and 
Ward 14 Councillor Mojabeng 
Molefe, officially handed over the 
contractor for the rehabilitation of 
the Motseng access road during a 
community engagement attended 
by residents, municipal officials, 
and other stakeholders.The project 
entails the re-gravelling of 4.6 
kilometres of an existing access 
road, which is expected to benefit 
98 households and approximately 
590 residents. Once completed, the 
road will improve access to schools, 
healthcare facilities, police services, 

and other key public amenities. 
Addressing community members, 
Mayor Stuurman highlighted the 
significance of the project in 
improving the lives of residents.
"This road is more than gravel 
and concrete; it is a pathway to 
opportunity. It will improve access 
to schools, clinics, and essential 
services while investing in the dignity 
and future of every household in 
Motseng," said Mayor Stuurman. The 
Mayor also called on residents to 
protect the infrastructure and support 
the successful implementation of 
the project for the benefit of current 
and future generations. The scope of 
work includes the re-gravelling of a 
4.6 km long and 5-metre-wide access 
road, installation of stormwater 
drainage infrastructure, and the 
construction of a reinforced concrete 
slab. The project is expected to be 
completed within eight months.Given 
the area's steep terrain and wet 

climatic conditions, special attention 
has been given to stormwater 
management and drainage 
infrastructure to protect the road and 
ensure its long-term sustainability. 
The project forms part of ongoing 

efforts to improve rural infrastructure, 
enhance accessibility, and create 
safer and more reliable transport 
routes for communities across the 
municipality.

Council Adopts 2026/27 Budget Following Extensive 
Community Consultation

Residents across Matatiele 
are set to benefit from a 
development-focused 
2026/27 Budget that 
has since been formally 

adopted by Council following an 
extensive public participation 
process that included community 
outreach engagements across 
various wards.
The adoption of the budget on 
28 May 2026 follows a three-day 

Draft Budget Community Outreach 
Programme, conducted in line 
with Section 23(1) of the Municipal 
Finance Management Act, 
which provided residents with an 
opportunity to engage, make inputs, 
and influence key development 
priorities for the new financial year. 
The process was preceded by the 
tabling of the 2026/27 Financial 
Year Budget by Mayor Cllr. Patrick 
Stuurman during a Special Council 

Sitting held at the Maggie Tsiu-Resha 
Building. This marked the beginning 
of an inclusive consultation process 
aimed at strengthening transparency, 
accountability, and community 
participation in municipal planning.
Seven outreach teams were 
deployed across different wards, 
engaging communities on proposed 
allocations, service delivery priorities, 
and planned development initiatives. 
The engagements also provided a 
platform for residents to share input 
on infrastructure development, 
economic opportunities, and 
service delivery improvements. 
The adopted budget reflects a 
total revenue of R694.9 million for 
the 2026/27 financial year, with 
operating expenditure projected 
at R645.7 million and capital 
expenditure set at R157 million. A 
strong emphasis has been placed 
on infrastructure development 
and service delivery. Infrastructure 
Planning and Development received 
the largest allocation of R128.4 
million for roads, electrification, and 
infrastructure projects. Community 
Services has been allocated R7.3 
million, while Economic Development 
and Planning received R7.8 

million to support Local Economic 
Development and planning initiatives. 
Further allocations include R7 million 
for Corporate Services, R3.2 million 
for Budget and Treasury, and R3 
million for the Office of the Municipal 
Manager, ensuring continued 
institutional support and effective 
governance.
Speaking during the budget tabling, 
Mayor Stuurman emphasised that 
the budget is designed to respond 
to community needs through 
improved infrastructure, sustainable 
service delivery, and investment in 
programmes that promote economic 
growth and development.
The Municipality further noted 
that the outreach process and 
engagements played a critical role 
in shaping the final budget, ensuring 
that community priorities were taken 
into account in the planning process.
The 2026/27 Budget will guide 
municipal spending and 
development priorities over the 
coming financial year, with a 
continued focus on improving service 
delivery, expanding infrastructure 
investment, and supporting inclusive 
local economic growth across all 
communities.

Residents Join Hands in “Bin-It” Campaign to Promote Cleaner Matatiele

Cleaning campaign efforts 
in Matatiele town brought 
together residents, 

government stakeholders, and 
correctional services participants 
in a shared drive to promote 
cleanliness, responsibility, and 
environmental awareness. The “Bin-
It” campaign, implemented as a 
collaborative initiative, focuses not 
only on cleaning public spaces but 
also on encouraging behavioural 
change and accountability in waste 
management.
As part of the latest activation, 
the Matatiele Local Municipality 
partnered with the Department of 
Environment, Fisheries and Forestry, 
alongside nine parolees from the 
Department of Correctional Services 
to clean key streets within the town.
The initiative is aimed at 

encouraging residents and visitors to 
take responsibility for maintaining a 
clean environment by disposing of 
waste correctly, even in everyday 
actions such as using bins for small 
litter items. It further promotes 
the broader goal of achieving a 
waste-free town through sustained 
awareness and community 
participation. Community Services 
Portfolio Head, Ward 19 Councillor 
Sheree Booth, said the programme 
responds directly to concerns raised 
by residents regarding cleanliness 
in the town. "This initiative goes 
beyond picking up litter. It is about 
fostering a culture of responsibility, 
self-awareness, and making the 
conscious decision to use bins instead 
of littering," said Cllr. Booth.
The participation of parolees 
formed part of a rehabilitation 

and reintegration programme 
implemented by the Department 
of Correctional Services, aimed at 
supporting their reintegration into 
society through community service. 

The Municipality continues to 
encourage residents, businesses, 
and stakeholders to work together in 
keeping Matatiele clean, safe, and 
environmentally responsible.
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KNOW YOUR AMENITIES 

VISION 
Matatiele is where Nature, Agriculture and Tourism are Investments of Choice. 

MISSION
To create an awareness on nature conservation, to promote and support agricultural activities, to promote, market Local Tourism 

Organisation and Small Medium and Micro Enterprises. 

Mayoral Cup Uncovers 
Rising Football Talent
The 2025 Mayoral Cup has once 

again proven to be a vital 
platform for uncovering and 

nurturing promising young football 
talent within Matatiele. 
The tournament continues to serve 
as a strategic talent identification 
initiative, creating opportunities for 
young players to showcase their 
abilities and progress within structured 
football development pathways.
A total of 26 players were selected 
through the tournament and have 
since been actively participating 
in structured training sessions and 
coaching clinics as part of their 
ongoing development programme. 
These initiatives are aimed at 
strengthening technical ability, 
tactical understanding, and overall 
player development, while opening 
pathways toward participation in 
higher levels of competitive football.
Further strengthening this 

development drive, four additional 
players were selected following a 
trial match between the Matatiele 
Mayoral Squad and the Chippa 
United squad at Ku-Gompo. 
The fixture provided a high-level 
exposure opportunity for local 
players to test their skills against a 
professional setup and demonstrate 
their readiness for advancement.
This continued investment in 
youth development reflects 
the commitment to nurturing 
local sporting talent, expanding 
opportunities for young athletes, 
and building sustainable pathways 
for growth within football.
The Municipality extends its best 
wishes to all selected players as 
they continue their development 
journey and proudly represent 
Matatiele on broader competitive 
platforms.

Learners at Sijoka Primary Receive School 
Shoes Through Community Partnership

A sense of excitement and 
gratitude filled Sijoka 
Primary School as learners 
received school shoes 

through a partnership between 
Matatiele Local Municipality and 
Nedbank, aimed at supporting 
education and restoring confidence 
among young learners. The donation 
of 30 pairs of school shoes formed 
part of a collaborative effort to 
ensure that learners attend school 
with dignity and confidence, 
reducing barriers that may affect 
school attendance and participation.
Speaking during the handover, 
Mayor Cllr. Patrick Stuurman 
highlighted the importance of 
education and the role of collective 

support in building a positive 
learning environment for children. 
"We are here to encourage our 
learners to attend school every 
day with confidence," said Mayor 
Stuurman. The initiative reflects 
ongoing efforts by the Municipality 
to support local schools and 
promote education, while also 
strengthening partnerships with 
the private sector. Nedbank’s 
contribution was welcomed 
as an example of meaningful 
corporate social responsibility, 
demonstrating how collaboration 
between government and business 
can make a positive difference 
in the lives of young learners and 
communities.


