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1 INTRODUCTION  
 

1.1 PROJECT BACKGROUND  IN LEGAL CONTEXT  

 

The two main pieces of legislation that set out the legal requirements for Spatial Development Frameworks (SDFs) 

are the Local Government: Municipal Systems Act, (Act 32 of 2000) and the Spatial Planning and Land Use 

Management Act, (Chapter 4, of 2013) (SPLUMA). 

 

The Local Government: Municipal Systems Act, (Act 32 of 2000) stipulates that all Municipalities are required to 

prepare an Integrated Development Plan (IDP), which is the principal strategic planning instrument guiding and 

informing all planning and development. Chapter 5, Section 26 (e) of this Act specifies the requirement that a Spatial 

Development Framework (SDF) be a component of the IDP. 

 

Section 20 (2) of the Spatial Planning and Land Use Management Act (SPLUMA) (Act 16 of 2016) also requires the 

Municipal Spatial Development Framework (SDF) to be prepared as part of a municipalityôs Integrated Development 

Plan (IDP) in accordance with the provisions of the Municipal Systems Act (Act 32 of 200). 

 

With regard to spatial planning, the preamble to the SPLUMA specifically notes the necessity for: 

¶ A uniform, recognizable and comprehensive system of spatial planning and land use management to be 

established throughout the Republic to maintain economic unity, equal opportunity and equal access to 

government services. 

¶ The system of spatial planning and land use management to promote social and economic inclusion. 
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¶ The establishment of principles, policies, directives and national norms and standards required to achieve 

important urban, rural, municipal, provincial, regional and national development goals and objectives 

through spatial planning and land use management. 

¶ The development of procedures and institutions to facilitate and promote co-operative government and 

intergovernmental relations in respect of spatial development planning and land use management systems. 

 

Chapter 4 of the SPLUMA addresses the preparation requirements and content of SDFs. The Matatiele SDF 

incorporates the following: 

¶ A MSDF must give effect to the development principles and applicable norms and standards set out in 

Chapter 2 of the Act. 

¶ A MSDF must include a written and spatial representation of a five-year spatial development plan for the 

spatial form of the municipality  

¶ A MSDF must include a longer term spatial development vision statement for the municipal area which 

indicates a desired spatial growth and development pattern for the next 10 to 20 years  

¶ A MSDF must identify current and future significant structuring and restructuring elements of the spatial 

form of the municipality, including development corridors, activity spines and economic nodes where public 

and private investment will be prioritised and facilitated  

¶ A MSDF must include population growth estimates for the next five years  

¶ A MSDF must include estimates of the demand for housing units across different socio-economic categories 

and the planned location and density of future housing developments  

¶ A MSDF must include estimates of economic activity and employment trends and locations in the municipal 

area for the next five years  

¶ A MSDF must identify, quantify and provide location requirements of engineering infrastructure and services 

provision for existing and future development needs for the next five years  

¶ A MSDF must identify the designated areas where a national or provincial inclusionary housing policy may 

be applicable  

¶ A MSDF must include a strategic assessment of the environmental pressures and opportunities within the 

municipal area, including the spatial location of environmental sensitivities, high potential agricultural land 

and coastal access strips, where applicable  

¶ A MSDF must identify the designation of areas in the municipality where incremental upgrading approaches 

to development and regulation will be applicable  

¶ Identify the designation of areas in which:  

(i) more detailed local plans must be developed  

(ii)  shortened land use development procedures may be applicable and land use schemes may be so 

amended  

¶ Provide the spatial expression of the coordination, alignment and integration of sectoral policies of all 

municipal departments  

¶ Determine a capital expenditure framework for the municipalityôs development programmes, depicted 

spatially  
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¶ Determine the purpose, desired impact and structure of the land use management scheme to apply in that 

municipal area  

¶ Include an implementation plan comprising of:  

(i) sectoral requirements, including budgets and resources for implementation  

(ii)  necessary amendments to a land use scheme;  

(iii)  specification of institutional arrangements necessary for implementation;  

(iv) specification of implementation targets, including dates and monitoring indicators;  

(v) specification, where necessary, of any arrangements for partnerships in the implementation process  

 

The Matatiele Local Municipality SDF will be serving as a strategy to interpret and represent the spatial development 

vision of the municipality. The vision must be designed to enable sustainable development throughout the 

municipality while the planning process will address the challenge to balance the imperatives of economic efficiency, 

social and environmental integrity. 

 

1.2 PROJECT OBJECTIVES 

As per the SPLUMA requirements, the main objective of this project is to produce credible SDF for Matatiele Local 

Municipality through the usage of the comprehensive ñGuidelines for Development of Spatial Development 

Frameworkò prepared by the DRDLR in 2014.  The SDF guidelines take its point of departure from SPLUMAôs 

requirements and stipulations for the preparation of SDFs while aiming to incorporate SPLUMAôs founding spatial 

principles into the SDF preparation process. The guidelines serve to clarify the roles and responsibilities of 

government spheres in preparing SDFs at provincial, regional, municipal and local scales. They also align the 

preparation of different kinds of SDFs with achievement of the National Development Planôs (NDP) spatial 

outcomes. In addition, they provide a framework for evaluating the effectiveness of SDFs as a spatial transformation 

instrument. 

Chapter 4 Part A of SPLUMA sets out the focus and general requirements that must guide the preparation and 

compilation of SDF products at the various scales. Chapter 4 is divided into six parts of which Part A provides an 

extensive introduction to the purpose and role of SDFs and sets out the preparation requirements and expectations of 

the SDF process. Section 12 (1) sets out general provisions which are applicable to the preparation of all scales of 

SDFs. These provisions require that all SDFs must: 

¶ interpret and represent the spatial development vision of the responsible sphere of government and competent 

authority;  

¶ be informed by a long-term spatial development vision;  

¶ represent the integration and trade-off of all relevant sector policies and plans;  

¶ guide planning and development decisions across all sectors of government;  

¶ guide a provincial department or municipality in taking any decision or exercising any discretion in terms of 

this Act or any other law relating to spatial planning and land use management systems;  

¶ contribute to a coherent, planned approach to spatial development in the national, provincial and municipal 

spheres;  

¶ provide clear and accessible information to the public and private sector and provide direction for investment 

purposes;  
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¶ include previously disadvantaged areas, areas under traditional leadership, rural areas, informal settlements, 

slums and land holdings of state-owned enterprises and government agencies and address their inclusion and 

integration into the spatial, economic, social and environmental objectives of the relevant sphere;  

¶ address historical spatial imbalances in development;  

¶ identify the long-term risks of particular spatial patterns of growth and development and the policies and 

strategies necessary to mitigate those risks;  

¶ provide direction for strategic developments, infrastructure investment, promote efficient, sustainable and 

planned investments by all sectors  

The proposed SDF must give effect to the development principles contained in the Spatial Planning & Land Use 

Management Act (SPLUMA), Act 16 of 2013) including: 

V Spatial Justice; 

V Spatial Sustainability; 

V Efficiency; 

V Spatial Resilience; 

V Good Administration 

 

1.3 PROJECT REQUIREMENTS  

The following project requirements should be met by the service provider: 

¶ The SDF should respond to the government strategic priorities (NSDP, PGDP, and PSDP etc).  It shall 

demonstrate how job creation is facilitated through spatial planning.  The end product must contribute 

positively towards local economic development, sustainable livelihoods in rural areas and poverty alleviation. 

¶ The Matatiele Local Municipality SDF must be both a vertical and a horizontal alignment tool for government-

wide spatial activities, sector department plans, policies and legislation.  It must be a tool to facilitate structured 

implementation of programmes and be an effective decision ï making instrument. 

¶ The SDF documents should indicate all cross-broader issues, challenges and alignment of programmes shared 

with neighbouring municipalities, provinces and countries. 

¶ Submissions should be in the form of both hard and electronic versions.  All spatial information collected 

should be submitted in GIS capable file format (shape-files, layer files, mxd files) for use in a GIS environment.  

The shape-files must have clear attribute information that differentiates each SDF construct and its purpose. 

¶ It is recommended that more visual representation (maps, graphics and photographs) form the bulk part of the 

spatial analysis and the conceptual framework section of the SDF.   

¶ Required copies of the SDF document for consultation purposes shall be prepared by the service provider.  

 

1.4  PROJECT DELIVERABLES  

¶ The final consolidated SDF report should consist of: 
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ü  Textual document including all maps, tables and figures in both hard copy (printed) and soft copy 

(electronic as MS word document); A0 Draft SDF Plan, a separate Executive Summary Document and 

a public participation report. 

ü Maps and textual document as electronic image files (e.g. JPEG, windows Bitmap, GIF, etc.) 

ü Spatial information to generate the SDF maps, including the status quo, implementation framework, etc. 

in shape files (GIS Metadata) format together with correct and descriptive attribute information as to 

what each SDF construct represents. 

 

 

 

 

1.5 LOCALITY  

 

Matatiele Local Municipality (MLM) with an area of 4 352km2, is situated in the Alfred Nzo District Municipality 

in the northern part of the Eastern Cape Province.  Matatiele Local Municipality, with 26 wards, is bounded by 

Elundini Municipality to the South West, Greater Kokstad Municipality (KZN) to the East, Umzimvubu Municipality 

to the South, and Lesotho to the North.  Traversing the local municipality in an east-west direction is the R56 road, 

linking Matatiele with Kokstad to the east and Mount Fletcher to the west.  This roadway links the Municipality with 

KwaZulu-Natal Province and parts of the Eastern Cape Province located south of Matatiele Municipality. 

 

Plan 1-1: Regional Context 
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Plan 1-2: Local Context 

 

Plan 1-3: Ward Boundaries 
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Table 1-1: Geographic Composition of Alfred Nzo District Municipality 

Municipality  Area km2 Percentage of the district 

Matatiele Local Municipality 4352 39% 

Mbizana Local Municipality 2806 25% 

Umzimvubu Local Municipality 2506 23% 

Ntabankulu   Local Municipality 1455 13% 

Alfred Nzo District Municipality  11119 100% 

Source: Alfred Nzo District Municipality IDP (2016/17) 

 

1.6 METHODOLOGY  

A logical sequence of steps approach as proposed by the Department of Rural Development and Land Reform in its 

Guidelines for the Development of Spatial Development Frameworks (Version 10) was adopted in the formulation 

of the Matatiele Local Municipality Spatial Development Framework (SDF). However, care was taken to ensure that 

specific issues pertinent to the Matatiele Local Municipality were not compromised.  Briefly put, the methodological 

processes will involve a five-phased process as indicated in the figure 1.1 below: 

Figure 1-1: Methodology Processes 
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Source: DRDLR: Guidelines for the Development of SDF (2017) 
 

2 LEGISLATIVE  AND POLICY FRAMEWORK  

Alignment of government policies and plans is crucial in strategic planning. Therefore, the relevant binding and non-

binding national and provincial, district and local municipality policies including, programmes and strategies need 

to be considered in the municipal development planning process and interventions.  

The formulation of an SDF is a legal requirement, and as such, the SDF should fulfill the requirements as set out in 

relevant legislation. This necessitates the existence of an SDF and further, guides the implementation processes of 

the proposed developmental initiatives.  

2.1 LEGISLATIVE  FRAMEWORK  

 

2.1.1 The Constitution of South Africa, 1996 (Act No. 108 of 1996) 
 

This Act defines the relationship between government institutions through the introduction of three (3) overlying 

planning processes and sets plans, each relating to each sphere of Government. In order to enable the state to respect, 

protect, promote and fulfil this right and to ensure that the quality of life of each citizen is improved, the Constitution 

awarded major developmental responsibilities to local government. 

Section 153 states that as part of the development duties, a municipality must: 

¶ Structure and manage its administration, budgeting and planning processes to give priority to the basic needs 

of the community. 

¶ Promote the social and economic development of the community; and 

¶ Participate in national and provincial development programmes. 
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Schedule 4 of the Constitution provides for functional areas of concurrent National and Provincial legislative 

competence in terms of regional planning and development, urban and rural development; and municipal 

planning while Schedule 5 makes provision for provincial planning. 

 

The development of this PSDP must therefore take into consideration the provision of the basic community needs of 

the people, promotion the social and economic development of the Eastern Cape Province and at the same time 

aligning to the national and other provincial development programmes and projects. 
 

2.1.2 The Municipal Systems Act (Act 32 of 2000) 
 

The Act developed the key concept of the Integrated Development Plan (IDP) of a municipality. The Municipal 

Systems Act describes the IDP as a single, inclusive and strategic plan, for the development of a municipality that 

will be the principal strategic planning instrument, which guides and informs all planning and development, and all 

decisions with regard to planning, management and development in the municipality. 

¶ S26 (e) specifies Spatial Development Framework (SDF) as the core component of Integrated Development 

Plans (IDP), including the provision of basic guidelines for a land use management system for the 

municipality. 

¶ S24 (1) requires that municipalities should align their planning with national and provincial planning, as well 

as those of affected municipalities. 

¶ S23 states that municipal planning must be developmentally-oriented which implies that development 

planning must be geared towards fulfilling the objectives and duties set out in Section 153 of the Constitution. 

¶ Sections 3 and 4 recommend that municipal planning must take place within the framework of co-operative 

government, implying that municipal planning must not take place in isolation but must be aligned with plans 

and strategies of national, provincial and local government. 

The above implies that the development of the MSDF must be geared towards fulfilling the objectives and duties as 

set out in Section 153 of the Constitution. The Act also implies that the development of the MSDF as a provincial 

plan must not take place in isolation but must be in alignment with other plans and strategies of national, provincial 

and local government. The MSDF should promote a need for thorough and sustained community participation in 

planning and governance activities as enshrined in the above Act. 

 

2.1.3 Spatial Planning and Land Use Management Act, 2013 (SPLUMA, (Act 16 of 2013) 
 

The Spatial Planning and Land Use Management Act, (Act No, 16 of 2013) (SPLUMA) is a framework legislation 

for spatial planning and land use management in South Africa. SPLUMA has a primary focus on the rationalization 

of the fragmented spatial pattern and land use management still evident in South Africa. It aims to redress the 

underlying historical spatial injustices and imbalances that remain thereof through the following five development 

principles: 

¶ Spatial Justice: seeks to redress the spatial imbalances of the past through improving access to land and 

ensuring efficient use of land 

¶ Spatial Sustainability: requires the sustainable use and management of natural resource to ensure the 

protection of prime land and natural resources. 

¶ Spatial resilience: Advocates for the formulation of spatial plans and land management policies that will 

ensure the creation of sustainable human settlements that will be resilient against impacts of natural shocks 

and economic uncertainty. 

¶ Spatial Efficiency: Advocates for the effective use of resources such as land and the optimal use of 

infrastructure. 
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¶ Good Governance: Suggests the adoption of an integrated approach in spatial planning and land 

development. 

SPLUMA provides for inclusive, developmental, equitable and efficient spatial planning in all spheres of 

government, and a framework for monitoring, co-ordination and evaluation of spatial planning initiatives. It 

prescribes the minimum content of for SDFs. The MLM SDF will have to ensure that aspects prescribed by SPLUMA 

are given adequate attention, so that the final deliverable is SPLUMA compliant. 

 

2.1.4 The Promotion of Administrative Justice Act (Act 3 of 2000) 
 

This Act gives effect to Section 33 of the Constitution (Just Administrative Action). It intends changing the way 

Government interacts with the people it serves as it ensures that decisions that affect the public must be taken in a 

way that is procedurally fair. The Act also seeks to protect the public from unlawful, unreasonable and procedurally 

unfair administrative decisions and gives people affected by administrative decisions the right to request reasons for 

administrative actions and decisions and also to have such actions reviewed in a court of law. 

 

Among the gaps in this Act is that there are situations where officials do not inform citizens of their right to some 

administrative decisions that are taken by them and nothing is done to them. Also awareness-raising activities often 

do not create awareness of the need to provide reasons for decisions. It should also be stressed that while the need 

for administrative decisions are communicated to be fair they do not explain what it means in practice.   

 

From the above, it is clear that the MSDF must ensure that stakeholders are accessible to procedures and mechanisms 

that will promote administrative justice and also protect the public from unlawful, unreasonable and procedurally 

unfairness administrative decisions. It must give people affected by administrative decisions the right to request for 

reasons for administrative actions and decisions taken against them. The MSDF must also ensure a targeted and 

strategic efforts are made to increase awareness of relevant stakeholders to promote understanding of the limited and 

vague conditions of the Act.  

 

2.1.5 The Inter-governmental Relations Framework Act (Act 13 of 2005) 
 

According to this Act, its objective is: 

¶ To provide within the principles of co-operative government as set out in Chapter 3 of the Constitution, a 

framework for the national government, provincial governments and local governments, and all organs of state 

within those governments; 

¶ To promote and facilitate co-ordination in the implementation of policy and legislation, with regard to coherent 

government; effective provision of services; monitoring implementation of policy and legislation; and realisation 

of national priorities.  

¶ To provide for mechanisms and procedures that assist in the facilitation the settlement of intergovernmental 

disputes and other matters connected therewith. 

 

The development of the MSDF must ensure therefore co-ordinate interventions of various role players in line with 

development vision of the MSDF by playing a co-ordinating and integrating role among different sectors within 

government as well as between the public and private sectors. This, in effect, means that the public participation 

process should be central to the development of the MSDF. There is also a need for monitoring and evaluation of the 

implementation of the MSDFôs programmes and projects as well as its policies and legislation and provision should 

be made to ensure effective intergovernmental conflicts resolution. 
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2.1.6 The Traditional Leadership & Governance Framework Act (Act No 41 of 2003) 

 

This Act gives effect to Chapter 12 (Section 211 and 212) of the Constitution (Traditional Leaders) and ensures the 

establishment of traditional councils, which amongst others, should perform the following functions: 

¶ Administering the affairs of the traditional community in accordance with customs and tradition; 

¶ Supporting municipalities in the identification of community needs; 

¶ Facilitating the involvement of the traditional community in the development or amendment if the integrated 

development plan of a municipality in whose area that community resides; 

¶ Participating in development programmes of municipalities as well as development of policy and legislation 

at local level; 

¶ Promoting the ideals of co-operative governance, integrated development planning, sustainable development 

and service delivery; and 

¶ Promoting indigenous knowledge system for sustainable development and disaster management. 

The Act stipulates that there should be a partnership between municipalities and traditional councils in terms of 

service delivery agreement but despite these important functions to be performed by the traditional councils, the 

normal situations often seen are conflicts between municipalities (mostly councillors) and traditional councils 

(traditional leaders) and these retard development projects in some areas in the province or municipality. Therefore 

the MSDF should ensure that the partnership between the municipalities and traditional councils should be guided 

by and based on the principles of mutual respect and recognition of status and roles of the respective parties as well 

as the principles of co-operative governance. Additionally, the MSDF should address the socio-cultural, economic, 

spatial and environmental realities of the municipal area. 

 

2.1.7 The National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) 
 

The National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No.107 of 1998), NEMA provides for co-operative 

environmental governance by establishing principles for decision-making on matters affecting the environment. It 

also provides for certain aspects of administration and environmental management law enforcement undertaken by 

institutions that can promote co-operative governance and procedures for co-ordinating environmental functions 

exercised by organs of government. The MLM  SDF embraces the NEMA principles and presents a spatial strategy 

that is environmentally sustainable and creates a balance between development and protection of the natural 

resources. 

 

2.2 POLICY FRAMEWORK  

It is a legal requirement that SDF should be aligned to national, provincial and local laws and policy. Below provides 

synopses of existing laws, policies and programmes that have impact on the Matatiele SDF. 

2.2.1 The National Spatial Development Perspective (NSDP) (2006) 
 

Government policy that recognizes the importance of the space economy in addressing the legacy of Apartheid and 

poverty and provides principles for guiding the space economy as follows: 

¶ All people have a right to basic services (wherever they reside) 

¶ Fixed investment should be direct to areas with economic and employment growth potential. 

¶ Social inequalities should be addressed through investment in people rather than places. 

¶ Future settlement and development opportunities should be channeled to nodes and corridors related to major 

growth centres. 
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The implications of the above are that the SDF should explicitly address spatial restructuring, identify growth nodes 

and corridors, where investment will be made in infrastructure and include strategies to encourage development in 

these areas and also reflect on service backlogs and present a position on the provision of services, especially in rural 

areas. 

 

2.2.2 National Infrastructure Plan (NIP, 2014) 
 

The National Infrastructure Plan (NIP) is the brainchild of the NDP and seeks to use infrastructure development 

as a vehicle to transform the country's economic landscape, through the maximization of job creation and 

improved basic service delivery. Essentially, the NIP calls for increased investments in, inter alia: healthcare 

and education facilities; housing and electrification; sanitation facilities; road and railway infrastructure; 

construction of dams and ports. Some of the 18 Strategic Integrated Projects (SIPs) identified in the NIP have 

implications for MLM. These include: 

¶ SIP 11 is crucial for predominantly rural municipalities and emphasises investment in agricultural and 

rural infrastructure. This will allow for growth in production and employment from both small-scale 

farming and rural development. 

¶ SIP 18: Water and Sanitation Infrastructure. SIP 18 is a ten-year plan that seeks to address backlogs in 

water supply and basic sanitation to households. This will help serve social needs through efficient basic 

service delivery. 

 

2.2.3 Breaking New Ground (BNG) (2004) 
 

The focus of this policy is to change the delivery of housing at scale, to ensuring that housing delivery results in the 

creation of sustainable human settlements.  The objectives of this policy are: 

¶ Accelerating the delivery of housing as a key strategy for poverty alleviation 

¶ Utilizing provision of housing as a key strategy for poverty alleviation  

¶ Utilizing provision of housing as a major job creation strategy 

¶ Ensuring property can be accessed by all as an asset for wealth creation and empowerment. 

¶ Leveraging growth in the economy. 

¶ Combating crime, promoting social cohesion and improving quality of life for the poor. 

¶ Supporting the functioning of the entire single residential property market to reduce duality within the sector by 

breaking the barriers between the first economy slumps. 

¶ Utilizing housing as an instrument for the development of sustainable human settlements, in support of spatial 

restructuring. 

 

The implications of the above are that the SDF should indicate where future subsidized housing project should be 

located, which will contribute to the creation of sustainable, efficient and equitable settlements, make provision for 

a variety of housing typologies, aimed at the full spectrum of the housing market, reflect on the need for supporting 

infrastructure (such as social facilities) related to subsidized housing projects and note that housing investment can 

help with urban restructuring if it is appropriately guided and located. 

 

2.2.4 National Development Plan (2030) 

 

ñThe NDP reminds us that South Africa needs to invest in a strong network of economic infrastructure designed to 

support the countyôs medium- and long-term economic and social objectivesò 
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The National Development Plan 2030 was developed by the National Planning Commission in the office of the 

President in 2012. The Plan sets out an integrated strategy for accelerating growth, eliminating poverty and reducing 

inequality by 2030. The NDP, supported by the New Growth Path and other relevant programmes, provides a 

platform to look beyond the current constraints to the transformation imperatives over the next 20 to 30 years. 

 

Its 2030 goals are to eliminate income poverty and reduce inequality. The NDPôs human settlement targets, as set 

out in Chapter 8, focuses on transforming human settlements and the national space economy. They include: more 

people living closer to their places of work; better quality public transport; and more jobs in proximity to townships. 

To achieve these targets the NDP advocates strong measures to prevent further development of housing in marginal 

places, increased urban densities to support public transport, incentivising economic activity in and adjacent to 

townships; and engaging the private sector in the gap housing market. 

Other goals relevant to achieving the desired spatial form and a more viable space-economy are:  

¶ building of safer communities through developing community safety centres to prevent crime, and  

¶ improvement of education, training and innovation through strengthening youth service programmes and 

introducing new, community-based programmes to offer young people life skills training, as well as 

entrepreneurship training and opportunities to participate in community development programmes while 

expanding the number of further education and training (FET) colleges.  

Chapter 5 of the NDP focuses on environmental sustainability and resilience through an equitable transition to a low-

carbon economy, which will also have implications on the way the spatial planning and development in South Africa 

is approached.  

 
Chapter 6 sets out specific targets and goals towards establishing a more inclusive rural economy through integrated 

rural development. The focus here is on increased investment in new agricultural technologies, research and the 

development of adaptation strategies for the protection of rural livelihoods and expansion of commercial agriculture. 

 

Chapter 8, which focuses on the countryôs spatial planning system, requires that:  

¶ all municipal and provincial SDFs are translated into óspatial contracts that are binding across national, 

provincial and local governmentsô;  

¶ the current planning system should óactively support the development of plans that cross municipal and even 

provincial boundariesô, especially to deal with biodiversity protection, climate-change adaptation, tourism and 

transportation; and every municipality should have an óexplicit spatial restructuring strategyô which must 

include the identification of ópriority precincts for spatial restructuringô 

 

2.2.5 Comprehensive Rural Development Programme 
 

The Comprehensive Rural Development Programme (CRDP) seeks to create vibrant, equitable and sustainable rural 

communities through a three-pronged strategy based on: 

¶ a coordinated and integrated broad-based agrarian transformation; 

¶ strategically increasing rural development through social and economic infrastructure; and 

¶ An improved land reform programme. 

 

Matatiele Municipality is very rural in nature. As such, they embrace the principles and seeks to contribute towards 

the attainment of the CRDP vision as part of their spatial and development planning program. This includes 

identification of target areas for rural development, agrarian reform and ensuring developmental outcomes of the 

land reform programme. 
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2.2.6 Back to Basics Programme 
 

ñBack to Basics ï serving our communities betterò is simply a programme aimed at building a responsive, caring and 

accountable local government in order to improve the functioning of municipalities to better serve communities by 

getting the basic right. 

 

According to the Co-operative Governance and Traditional Affairs (COGTA), the key performance areas for the 

ñBack-to-Basicsò approach include the following: 

¶ Basic services - creating decent living conditions; 

¶ Good governance ï the heart of the effective functioning of municipalities; 

¶ Public participation ï putting people first; 

¶ Sound financial management; and 

¶ Institutional capacity ï building capable institutions and administrations. 

The ñBack-to-Basicsò programme also calls for a collaborative relationship between Traditional Leaders and 

Municipalities in advancing development and service delivery issues. 

 

It provides for an indicative framework for major infrastructural investment therefore the SDF must ensure that all 

three spheres of government (national, provincial and local) have an important role to play in promoting that 

municipalities are well-functioned to fulfil their key performance areas. The SDF should promote an effective and 

responsive planning in all in governance activities in order to achieve community capacitation, stakeholder 

engagement (community participation) and sound financial management. 

 

Figure 2-1: The five pillars of the Back-To-Basic (B2B) Programme 

 
 
 

2.2.7 Provincial Development Plan (PDP): Eastern Cape Vision 2030 
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The PDP seeks to achieve a flourishing and thriving province by strengthening positive interactions between human, 

economic and institutional development through the following:   

¶ Economic development contributes to human development through increased household incomes and greater 

fiscal resources for public services.   

¶ Economic development contributes to institutional development through increased fiscal resources for public 

institutions, parastatals, non-government organisations, private-sector partners and service providers to 

development programmes and projects.   

¶ Human development is a prerequisite for institutional development by providing well-educated and ethical 

institutional leadership and employees.  Human development contributes to economic development through a 

well-educated, creative, healthy and productive workforce.   

¶ Institutional development and the creation of a capable and developmental state are crucial for driving rapid and 

equitable economic development.   

¶ Institutional development contributes to human development through better use of public resources, for 

example, better health and education. 

 

The implications of the above are that the SDF should be aligned with Provincial Development Plan (PDP): Eastern 

Cape Vision 2030, which seeks to achieve economic, social, and environment development etc. 

 

2.2.8 Eastern Cape Provincial Spatial Development Framework (2010) 
 

This plan gives guidance on the principles that should underpin the strategic approach to spatial development and 

management in the Province. To this end, a targeted and phased approach to development is recommended based on: 

¶ Settlement hierarchy: This involves focusing investment strategically at three levels of support. The plan 

promotes identification of nodes and corridors with opportunity and targets development initiatives which 

promote consolidation of settlements to facilitate cost effective development. 

¶ Flexible zoning: allowing for flexibility for special kinds of investment 

¶ Resources sustainability: Monitoring of the use of resources to ensure sustainability and minimization of 

environmental impacts in all land developments 

¶ Restricted development zone: identification of environmentally sensitive areas and ensuring that developments 

do not occur, for example wetlands, state forest, dune systems, river estuaries, game and nature reserves, heritage 

sites, etc. 

¶ Spatial integration: promotion of integrated development with maximum spatial benefits, integrating 

communities and the spatial economy. 

 

The implications of the above is that the SDF should be aligned with Provincial SDF, District SDF and also other 

SDFs of surrounding municipalities, as this a legal requirement. In this regard the PSDF plays a particularly important 

role in defining the future spatial structure of the region indicating development corridors, a desired settlement pattern 

and linkages and alignments with local municipalities. The Local municipalities have to align their spatial vision to 

that of the Provincial SDF and District SDF. 

 

2.2.9 Eastern Cape Biodiversity Conservation Plan: Handbook (2007) 
 

The plan indicates that the ECBCP addresses the urgent need to identify and map critical biodiversity areas and 

priorities for conservation in the Province. It also provides land use planning guidelines, recommending biodiversity-

friendly activities in priority areas and is intended for use by technical users and decision-makers in the spheres of 

planning, development and environment 
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The implications of the above are that the SDF should meaningfully incorporate Critical Biodiversity Area, 

Ecological Support Areas and accompanying guidelines. The integrated map of planning zones or categories in the 

SDF should reflect the Critical Biodiversity Areas and Ecological Support areas in an appropriately restrictive 

planning zone or spatial category. The SDF should consider also the following priority strategies: 

1). Universal ñwall to wallò mapping of the spatial distribution of environmental conservation areas, natural resources 

areas and corridors. 

2). Set aside identified existing and proposed ecological corridors and integrates these with settlement. 

3) Distribute the environmental spatial guidelines and legislative frameworks to all spatial development decision 

makers to raise awareness and greater compliance. 

 

2.2.10 Alfred Nzo District Municipality IDP 2016/17 
 

The Alfred Nzo District Municipality is obligated in terms of section 83 (3) to seek to achieve the integrated, 

sustainable and equitable social and economic development of its area as a whole by:  

¶ ensuring integrated development planning for the district as a whole;  

¶ promoting bulk infrastructure development and services for the district as a whole;  

¶ building the capacity of local municipalities in its area to perform their functions and exercise their powers where 

such capacity is lacking; and  

¶ Promoting the equitable distribution of resources between the local municipalities in its area to ensure appropriate 

levels of municipal services within the area.  

Section 25 of the Municipal Systems Act deals with the IDP and states that:  

¶ ñEach municipal council must adopt a single, inclusive and strategic plan for the development of the 

municipality which:  

¶ Links, integrates and co-ordinates plans and takes into account proposals for the development of the 

municipality;  

¶ Aligns the resources and capacity of the municipality with the implementation of the plan;  

¶ Forms the policy framework and general basis on which annual budget must be based.ò 

 

The implications of the above are that the SDF has a pivotal role in directing municipal spending and private sector 

investment, the SDF is a critical and integral component of the IDP. The SDF should indicate how the implementation 

of the IDP projects and programme should occur in space to help achieve the desired spatial form of the municipality. 

 

2.2.11 Alfred Nzo District Municipality Spatial Development Framework (SDF) (2014) 

 

The primary aim of the SDF is to guide the spatial form and location of future developments within the municipality 

area of jurisdiction. Its objectives are as follows:  

¶ Giving a spatial expression of the development vision and strategy as outlined in the IDP;  

¶ Identifying areas where development should or should not go  

¶ Guiding the municipality in the coordination of development within its area of jurisdiction;  

¶ Giving spatial effect to multi-sectoral projects identified in the IDP  

¶ Promoting sustainable utilisation of natural resources.  

More specifically, the SDF seeks to influence directly the substantive outcomes of planning decisions, whether they 

relate to the refinement of the local municipalities SDF through framework and precinct plans or decisions on land 

use change or development applications and to achieve planning outcomes that:  
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¶ Facilitates restructuring of spatially inefficient settlements;  

¶ Promote the sustainable use of the land;  

¶ Channel resources to areas of greatest need and development potential;  

¶ Redress the inequitable historical treatment of marginalized areas;  

¶ Take into account the fiscal, institutional and administrative capacities of role players, the needs of 

communities and the environment;  

¶ Stimulate economic development opportunities in rural and urban areas; and  

¶ Support an equitable protection of rights to and in land.  

 

In addition, Alfred Nzo District Municipality SDF promotes:  

¶ Accountable spatial planning, land use management and land development decision-making by organs of 

state;  

¶ Cooperative governance and wider information sharing in plan-making and implementation; and 

¶ Maximum openness and transparency in decision-making. 

The implications of the above are that Matatiele Municipality SDF should be aligned with the Alfred Nzo District 

SDF. 

2.2.12 Alfred Nzo District Municipality WSDP (2015) 

The Water Services Development Plan (WSDP) is a key tool that the Alfred Nzo District Municipality uses to plan 

for the fulfillment if its objectives as the WSA. The WSDP acts as a bridge between Operations and Planning by 

feeding information into the Integrated Development Plan (IDP). The IDP is the annual multi-sectoral plan of the 

Alfred Nzo District Municipality where resources are allocated. 

The implications of the above are that the SDF has a pivotal role in indicating water supply and sanitation backlogs 

in the municipality. All projects for sanitation and water supply should be highlighted in the SDF. 

2.2.13 Matatiele Local Municipality IDP (2017 - 2022) 
 

The Matatiele IDP serves as tools for transforming municipal area towards facilitation and management of 

development. The Matatiele IDP seeks to achieve the integrated, sustainable and equitable social and economic 

development of its area as a whole by:  

¶ ensuring integrated development planning for the district as a whole;  

¶ promoting bulk infrastructure development and services for the district as a whole;  

¶ building the capacity of local municipalities in its area to perform their functions and exercise their powers where 

such capacity is lacking; and  

¶ Promoting the equitable distribution of resources between the local municipalities in its area to ensure appropriate 

levels of municipal services within the area. 

 

 

The implications of the above are as follows: 

¶ As SDF has a pivotal role in directing municipal spending and private sector investment, the SDF is a critical and 

integral component of the IDP. 

¶ SDF shows how the implementation of the IDP should occur in space i.e. it indicates where in the municipality 

all IDP projects will implemented, in line with and to help achieve the desired spatial form  of the municipality. 
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2.2.14 Matatiele Local Municipality LED Strategy (2010) 

Matatiele Local Municipality LED Strategy (2010) recognises that the municipality has a critical role to play in 

addressing the developmental challenges that it faces and in promoting economic development and human welfare. 

LED strategy arises mainly to address the high unemployment and poverty levels that its people experience. 

 

The implications of the above are that the SDF should be incorporated all projects that are in the LED Strategy in 

order to address developmental challenges which Matatiele Municipality face. 

 

2.2.15 Ongeluksnek Precinct Plan (2014) 

 

Ongeluksnek Precinct Plan (2014) developed to address challenges within ward 14 of the municipality. It promotes 

the following: 

¶ Infrastructure development i.e. water supply, road development and maintenance, electricity, sanitation etc. 

¶ Social development 

¶ Economic development i.e. agriculture and tourism activities etc. 

The implications of the above are that the SDF should be aligned with the precinct plan in order to give effect to the 

objectives of a precinct plan. 

 

2.2.16 Cedarville Precinct Plan (2015) 

The Cedarville Precinct Plan will be used as a guiding tool for development within, ward 26 as well as the Cedarville 

area. 

The implications of the above are as follows: 

¶ The SDF should be aligned with Cedarville Precinct Plan in order to give effect to its vision, objectives and 

mission. 

¶ The SDF must map out proposals for Cedarville town and surrounding rural areas. 

 

2.2.17 Matatiele Local Municipality Zoning Scheme (2013) 

The zoning scheme has been developed to control and co-ordinate the land use pattern and buildings development 

both horizontally and vertically within the Matatiele urban areas as growth / focal points in terms of the integrated 

Development Plan (IDP) / Spatial Development Framework (SDF). 

 

The implications of the above are that the SDF should incorporate land use guidelines which are in zoning scheme. 

 

3 MUNICIPAL VISION AND MISSION  

 

3.1 INTRODUCTION  

The Spatial Development Framework (SDF) supports the Matatiele Local Municipalityôs Vision as reflected in its 

2017 - 2022 IDP document and it is intended to promote urban and rural forms that will deliver the long-term vision. 

3.1.1 Municipal  Vision 
 

 ñWhere Nature, Agriculture and Tourism Are Investments of Choiceò 
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The vision is guided by the constitutional imperatives, which generally require all local governmentsô structures to 

be service delivery driven in nature, and continuously strive to empower their communities socially and 

economically. 
 

3.1.2 Municipal Mission statement 

Matatiele Local Municipalityós mission is:  

¶ To create an awareness on nature conservation,  

¶ To promote and support agricultural activities  

¶ To promote and market Local Tourism organizations and Small, Medium and Micro Enterprises  

¶ To create an environment conducive for investment  

3.1.3 Municipal Core Values 

 

The values of Matatiele Local Municipality are:  

¶ Respect: observing the Batho Pele principles. 

¶ Accountability: Taking responsibility for decisions and actions taken.  

¶ Transparency: openness and public involvement in municipal affairs.  

¶ Integrity: professionalism, a commitment to ethics, and focus on justice and fairness and accountability.  

¶ Commitment: persevere as we seek to fulfill our duties and responsibilities.  

¶ Efficiency: results orientation, cost effectiveness, superior performance, customer satisfaction.  

 
 

 

4 COMMUNITY  NEEDS 
 

 

Community needs are critical in the IDP Planning process as they inform the strategies and plans for delivery of 

services. Consultations and participation processes are conducted by the municipality to determine the needs of 

communities in the municipality at large, as such needs analysis forms an important part of the situational analysis 

phase of the IDP. 

 

4.1 SUMMARY OF PRIORIT IES 

 

The following are the top ten Priorities raised during the outreach: 
 

4.1.1 Water 
 

In all the wards, water is a priority. Ward 1 to 26 are experiencing a challenge with accessing water. In most wards, 

there are still villages that do not have access to clean portable water. The drought has adversely affected the 

communities. In Some villages, people still draw water from streams and have to travel several kilometres to access 

water, and in other areas such streams have dried up. In some wards where there are taps, the water supply is not 

consistent; residents go for a number days without water. 

 

4.1.2 Electricity  
 

Electricity has been identified as a priority in most wards. Community members have also identified areas for infills 

in the various wards. 
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4.1.3 RDP Houses  
 

In almost all wards, housing has been identified a need. Community member in some wards indicated that there has 

been slow progress on some of the projects that are under ways. 

 

4.1.4 Sanitation  
 

Toilets have been built in some villages, however in some wards there is still a great need for toilets. In other 

municipal wards, sanitation projects were initiated though not yet completed. 

 

4.1.5 Roads and Access Roads  
 

There is still a great need for construction of access roads and maintenance of access roads. Within each ward, access 

roads have been identified as a priority. The recent floods and heavy rains, the condition of most roads, including 

access roads, district roads as well as T-roads has worsened, making it virtually impossible for vehicles to travel in 

other areas and access to services rather difficult. 

 

4.1.6 Sports and Recreational Facilities  

 

Matatiele local Municipality has a youthful population and thereôs a need for investment in social services and 

facilities to meet the needs of this growing population. Sports facilities, especially in rural areas, including multi-

purpose centers are a priority. Recreational facilities such as parks in the three towns are needed. In most wards, 

young people have emphasized the need to have programmes that are aimed at sport development. 

 

4.1.7 Job Opportunities and Skills Development 
 

Unemployment is prevalent within the municipality, especially amongst the youth. In every ward, unemployment 

has been raised as an issue of concern especially among the youth. There is a great need to provide employment 

opportunities and equip people with the necessary skills that are needed and also encourage entrepreneurship. In 

some wards, skills and training centres were identifies as a priority. Funding support for cooperatives has also been 

identified as a need. 

 

 

4.1.8 Rehabilitation Centres 
 

Rehabilitation Centres have been identified as a priority in certain wards. The concern is on the high levels of alcohol 

and substance abuse, especially among young people. 

 

4.1.9 Tertiary Institutions   
 

There are currently no tertiary institutions within the municipality. Many Young people, who have completed Matric 

and intending to further their studies, travel to other towns, cities and even provinces to access such educational 

facilities. This has been identified as a great need, and it contributes to the great number of out-migrants who are you 

young people. 

 

4.1.10 Community Halls 
  

Almost all wards, community halls have been identified as a need. 
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The Following table 3.1 indicates the priorities identified during the Ward Based planning process and inputs during 

the IDP outreach in 2017. 

Table 4-1: Priorities identified during the Ward Based planning process 

List of Ward Needs: 

WARD 1 

Maluti Town  
Infrastructure Priorities : Street Lights, Electricity, Sanitation 

Socio-Economic Needs: Old Age Home in Maluti, Agricultural Projects, Graveyard should be maintained and fenced 

properly 

 

Tholang Village 
Infrastructure Priorities : Roads and access roads , Water  Supply 

Socio-Economic Needs: Learnership for agriculture, Employment Opportunities, RDP Houses, Provision of ambulances 

 

Eskiti  
Road, Indigent Support 

WARD 2 

Malubalube Village 
 Infrastructure Priorities : Electricity, Water, Bridge, Maintenance of Malubelube access road; 

Socio-Economic Needs: Job Creation, Ngaphezulu RDP Houses, Community hall 

 

Hardenburg Village 
Infrastructure Priorities : Access Roads, Bridge to grave site,  

Socio-Economic Needs: Police Station, Pre-school, Community Hall, Fencing of grave site in Hardenberg 

 

Rockville Village 
Infrastructure Priorities : Electricity, Water, Drainage pipes in the area to prevent flooding, Dipping tank, 

Socio-Economic Needs: Rural Housing, Preschool 

 

Nkululekweni Village 
Infrastructure Priorities : Electricity, Water Supply, Access road, 

Socio-Economic Needs: Fencing of grave sites 

 

Mapateng Village  
Infrastructure Priorities : Access road from Golden to be maintained, Bridge is in a bad condition, Water, 

Socio-Economic Needs: Toilets, Community hall, Mobile clinic 

 

Katlehong Village   
Infrastructure Priorities : Electricity, Water Supply, Access Road to Katlehong, Access road to the grave site, 

Socio-Economic Needs: RDP Houses 

 

Maritseng Village  
Infrastructure Priorities : Electricity infills, 

Socio-Economic Needs: Community hall, Moreneng preschool to be revived 

 

Ramohlakoana Village   
Infrastructure Priorities : Sanitation project to be completed, Public transport from town 

 

Other needs for the ward:  
Land for cooperatives; Fencing of fields; Rehabilitation facility; There is a high rate of alcohol and drug abuse; Programmes 

to address the issues of school drop outs; Vocational studies for learners who need skills; High mask lights to be added, the 

current ones are also not working. 

WARD 3 

Khohlong Village  
Infrastructure Priorities : Electricity, Water, Access Road, Toilets, Water tanks, Electricity, Bridge  
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Socio-Economic Needs: Fencing of Pre-School, Rural Housing, Donga Rehabilitation, Clinic, Youth development Funding, 

School Transport, Job Creation Initiatives, Stadium, 

 

Masakala Village   
Infrastructure Priorities : Access Road, Access Road Maintenance, Electricity, Access Road (To Phola Park), Bridge 

Rhoyi 

Socio-Economic Needs: Pre-school, Police Station, Community Hall, Rural Housing, Youth Development Funding 

 

Hebrone Village   
 

Infrastructure Priorities : Access Road maintenance, Public Standpipes, Water Tanks, Electricity, Toilets, 

Socio-Economic Needs: Sport fields, Pre-school, Rural Housing, Youth Development Funding. 

 

Madimong Village  
Infrastructure Priorities : Infills, Access Road maintenance, Sanitation, Bridge & Red Cross Project, 

Socio-Economic Needs: Community Hall maintenance, Rural Housing, Job Creation, Graveyard Fencing, Youth 

Development Funding, Police Station, 

 

Tsepisong Village  
Infrastructure Priorities : Water, Access Road maintenance, Electricity, Tarred Road, Clinic, Road Maintenance to Dark 

City, 

Socio-Economic Needs: Rural Housing, Sanitation, Pre-school, Youth Development Funding 

 

Mdeni Village  
Infrastructure Priorities : Access Road maintenance, Water, Electricity, Bridge, Toilets 

Socio-Economic Needs: Rural Housing, Youth Development Funding, Pre-school, Fencing of Fields 

 

Mbizeni Village  
Infrastructure Priorities : Electricity, 

Socio-Economic Needs: Community Hall 

 

Molweni Village  
Infrastructure Priorities : Access Road, Electricity 

 

Dikhotloaneng Village 
 Infrastructure Priorities : Water, Boreholes maintenance, Electricity, Toilets,  

Socio-Economic Needs: Rural Housing, Sport field, Pre-school, Community Hall, Scholar Transport, Youth Development 

Funding 

WARD 4 

Tsitsong Village 
Infrastructure Priorities : Electrification, Water, Toilets 

Socio-Economic Needs: Scholar transport, Clinic, Housing, 

 

Zikhalini Village  
Infrastructure Priorities : Sanitation (Nkasela),  Water, Bridge at Zikhaleni, Access road maintenance, Electricity 

Socio-Economic Needs: Massive food production, Dipping tanks, Housing, Scholar transport, Satellite police station 

 

Maphokong Village   
Infrastructure Priorities : Bridge, Electricity 

Socio-Economic Needs: Sports field 

 

Nkasela Village 
 Infrastructure Priorities : Sports field, , Sanitation, Dipping tanks, Water maintenance, Electricity 

Socio-Economic Needs: RDP houses, Massive food production, Pre-school renovation 

 

New Stance Village   
Infrastructure Priorities : Electricity, Water 
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Mazizini Village 
 Infrastructure Priorities : Water, Toilets, Electricity 

 

Zazingeni Village    
Infrastructure Priorities : Water, Toilets, Electricity 

WARD 5 

Pamlaville Village   
Infrastructure Priorities : Access Road, Electricity in the whole ward  

Socio-Economic Needs: SMME funding support for agricultural projects, Sport Facilities, 

 

Chibini Village  
Infrastructure Priorities : Dipping facilities must be renovated, 

Socio-Economic Needs: Sport Facilities, Library 

 

Vikinduku Village  
Infrastructure Priorities : Access Road 

 

Lubaleko Village 
Infrastructure Priorities  

Access Road, Water in most of the villages. 

WARD 6 

Mahangwe Village  
Infrastructure Priorities : Water, Electricity, Access Road maintenance 

Socio-Economic Needs: Clinic, Old Age home,  Rural Housing, 

 

Matsetseng Village 
Infrastructure Priorities : Water, Electricity (Mahangwe), Access Road maintenance 

Socio-Economic Needs: High School , Scholar transports,  Rural Housing, Mobile Clinic, Graveyard Fencing,   

 

Dengwane Village  
Infrastructure Priorities : Public Standpipes, Water, Speed bumps near Manguzela School. 

Socio-Economic Needs: Sports fields, Waste removal, Rural Housing, 

 

Protea Village  
Infrastructure Priorities : Access Road maintenance, 

Socio-Economic Needs: Graveyard Fencing, Old age Home, Community Project 

 

Botsola Village  
Infrastructure Priorities : Water, Tarred Road, 

Socio-Economic Needs: Rural Housing, Pre-school 

 

Pakaneng Village  
Infrastructure Priorities : Water, Access Road, 

Socio-Economic Needs: Rural Housing, Sports Grounds, Graveyard Fencing 

 

Taung Village  
Infrastructure Priorities : Access Road, Water, Sanitation, 

Socio-Economic Needs: Rural Housing, Community Hall, Polokong SPS - Extension of Classrooms 

 

Khoapha Village  
Infrastructure Priorities : Bridge, 

Socio-Economic Needs: Job Creation, Police Station, Stadium 

 

Zwelitsha Village   
Infrastructure Priorities : Water Supply 

Socio-Economic Needs: Rural Housing, Old Age Project 
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Rammatli Village   
Infrastructure Priorities : Pedestrian Bridge 

Entire Ward:  Clinic, High School, Scholar Transport, Waste Removal, Assistance with Seeds and seedlings 

WARD 7 
Entire ward:  Community development projects (Job creation), RDP houses, Electricity, Water, Community development 

projects (Job creation) 

Mzongwana Village  
Infrastructure Priorities : Access roads, Bridges, Electricity, Water, toilets 

Socio-Economic Needs: Community development projects (Job creation) 

 

Mafube Village    
Infrastructure Priorities : Electricity, Water, Toilets 

Socio-Economic Needs: Mafube grave yard site fencing, 

 

Mdeni Village   
Infrastructure Priorities : Electricity, Water 

 

Esifolweni Village    
Infrastructure Priorities : Water 

 

Nkosana Village   
Infrastructure Priorities : Bridge, Access road, toilets 

 

Coshert Village 
Infrastructure Priorities : Access road, Big water tanks 

 

Belford Village 
Infrastructure Priorities : Access road 

Socio-Economic Needs: Preschool 

 

Nchodu Village  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Water, Electricity In fill, Sanitation, Access Road, Maintenance Access Road from Nchodu to 

Nkasela 

Socio-Economic Needs: Satellite Police station, Clinic, Pre-School renovation, Scholar Transport, RDP Houses, Funding 

support for SMMEs (sewing projects), Skills, Support of Coops and SMMEs  

WARD 8 

Nchodu Village    
Infrastructure Priorities:  Water, Electricity, Electricity In fill, Sanitation, Access Road, Mafube grave yard site fencing, 

Maintenance of Access Road from Nchodu to Nkasela 

Socio-Economic Needs: Skills development, Support of Coops and SMMEs, Satellite Police station, Clinic, Pre-School 

renovation, Scholar Transport, RDP Houses, Funding support for SMMEs (sewing projects) 

 

Magema Village   
Infrastructure Priorities:  Access road Magema to Thulamelo, Electricity in fills, Toilets In fills 

Socio-Economic Needs: Projects for elderly, Community Hall, Housing, Fencing of grave site, Assistance with birth 

certificate, Sport facilities 

 

Outspan Village  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Water, Electricity in fills, Access Road Barcelona to Phuthaditjhaba, Access Road Gospel church 

to Outspan J.S.S, Access to Lusaka, Sanitations, Shearing Shed,  

Socio-Economic Needs: Community Hall, RDP Houses, Sport field in Phuthaditjhaba, Police satellite, Training of 

Community Police Forum, Ploughing 

 

Zwelitsha Village   
Infrastructure Priorities:  Water, Electricity, Electricity Infills, Access Road from T12 to Mazizini, Zone 12 Sanitation 

Socio-Economic Needs: Community Hall, Housing, 
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WARD 9 

Emphoshongweni Village  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Road, Water, Electricity, Toilets, Access Roads 

Socio-Economic Needs: Agricultural Projects, Multi-purpose 

 

Mnzongwana Village  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Bridge, Electricity, Water 

Socio-Economic Needs: Preschool, Pre-school, Kamva Project requesting funding, RDP Houses 

 

Makhwaseng Village  
Infrastruct ure Priorities:  Bridge, Electricity 

Socio-Economic Needs: Sport-field 

 

ArfSondering / Makhwaseng Village  

Infrastructure Priorities:  Electricity, Water, Toilets, Access Road 

 

Mahangwe Village 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Access Road, Pedestrian Bridge, Water 

 

Matias Village  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Roads, Toilets, Water, Gwaia Bridge 

Socio-Economic Needs: Community Hall 

 

Mandestone Village 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Water, Access Road,  

Socio-Economic Needs: Fence Cemetery 

 

Mqayi Village 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Water 

 

Newlwesh Village  
Infrastructure Priorities:   Access road from ST Methus to Mancini stop, Toilets, Bridge,  

Socio-Economic Needs: Houses, 

WARD 10 

Magonqolkweni Village 
Infrastructure Priorities:   Access road 

 

Hlomendlini Village  
Infrastructure Priorities:   Access Road, Sport-field, Water 

 

Lunda Village   
Infrastructure Priorities:  Toilets, Maintenance of Lunda Access Road, 

 Socio-Economic Needs: Sports-field, Library, Internet Café, RDP Houses 

 

Caba Village  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Access Road, Toilets 

Socio-Economic Needs: Community Hall, 

 

Ward in general: Sport equipment for youth, Electricity Infills 

WARD 11 

Pontsheng Village 
Infrastructure Priorities : Water, Sportsfield 

Socio-Economic Needs: Community Halls, 1500 RDP housing units 

 

Phephela Village 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Access Road 

Socio-Economic Needs: Clinic 
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Lehata Village 
Socio-Economic Needs: Pre-school 

 

Tsekong Village 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Toilets 

 

Mapeng Village 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Electricity 

Socio-Economic Needs: Technical skills project, Fence for agricultural fields 

 

Imameleng Village 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Electricity 

 

Mabuwa Village 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Maboa Access Road 

Socio-Economic Needs: Community Hall,  Maboa Community Hall 

 

Madlangala Village 
Infrastructure Priorities:   Water Supply 

Socio-Economic Needs: Tsoelopele Ritso poultry production financial assistance; Youth skills training for SMMEs; Maize 

production and ploughing , Requested for X2tractors; Madlangala leather production financial assistance; Campaign on 

franchise business 

WARD 12 

Mafaesa Village 
Infrastructure Priorities:   Electricity, Access road maintenance 

 

Mampoti Village 
Infrastructure Priorities:   Electricity 

 

Potlo Village  
Infrastructure Priorities:   Electricity, New access road and bridge, Access road maintenance 

 

Sera Village 
Infrastructure Priorities : Electricity, New access road and bridge, 

Socio-Economic Needs: RDP Houses 

 

Sekgutlong Village 
Infrastructure Priorities : Access road maintenance, Fencing of cemetery,  Electricity infills  

 

Mhlontlo Village  
Infrastructure Priorities : Access road maintenance 

 

Khubetsoana Village  
Infrastructure Priorities : Access road maintenance,  

Socio-Economic Needs: Fencing of cemetery 

 

Kotsoana Village 
Infrastructure Priorities : Access road maintenance 

 

Nkau Village  
Infrastructure Priorities : Nkau J.S.S access road maintenance, 

Socio-Economic Needs: RDP Houses, Mobile clinic services 

 

Bekkersdad Village 
Infrastructure Priorities : Access road maintenance, Toilets 
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Moqhobi Village  
Infrastructure Priorities : Electricity infillôs 

Socio-Economic Needs: RDP houses, Mobile clinic services 

 

Sekhulumi Village 
Infrastructure Priorities : Electricity infillôs 

 

Dieta Village 
Infrastructure Priorities : Access road maintenance 

 

Queenôs Mercy Village   
Infrastructure Priorities : Satellite police station,  Shearing shed and Dipping tanks 

 

Nkandla Village 
Infrastructure Priorities : Toilets, Electricity infillôs 

 

Entire ward: Network pole (itôs a major issue in the whole ward) 

WARD 13 

Tlakanelo Village  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Road/Access Roads, Electricity, Bridge, Road maintenance (DR070-DR069) 

Socio-Economic Needs: Multi -Purpose Centre, Community/Agricultural Projects and Employment Opportunities 

 

Mpharane Village 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Bridges 

Socio-Economic Needs: Police Station, High school, Sport Field, Deforestation 

 

Mohapi Village 
Infrastructure Priorities : Access Road  

Socio-Economic Needs: Police Station, Maternity ward at clinic 

 

Dikamoreng Village  
Socio-Economic Needs: High School 

 

Kholokoe Village 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Bridge 

WARD 14 
Entire Ward: Electricity , ATM at the multipurpose centre, Access Roads, Electricity, Old Age Home, Job Creation 

 

Lekgalong Village  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Bridge, Sanitation, Electricity, Water, Access Road maintenance, Public Stand Pipes, Yard 

Connections 

Socio-Economic Needs: Tools for EPWP, Rural Housing, Clinic 

 

Mahasheng Village 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Bridge, Water for remaining villages 

Socio-Economic Needs: Scholar Transport 

 

Letlapeng Village  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Access Road maintenance, Water, Pedestrian Bridge, Electricity, Access road bridge, Sanitation,  

Socio-Economic Needs: SARTF Funding, Pre-school, Wattle Removal, Rural Housing, Scholar Transport, Crop Farming 

assistance. 

 

Nice Field Village 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Sanitation, Electricity, Tarred Road, Fencing of water Dam 

 

Maphutsing Village 
Socio-Economic Needs: Assistance with Farming projects 
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Mateleng Village 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Electricity, Sanitation, Water taps, Water Supply, Waste removal. 

Socio-Economic Needs: Pre-school, Wattle Removal 

 

Motseng Village  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Access Road maintenance, Field fencing, Water Supply,  

Socio-Economic Needs: SASSA hall, Rural Housing 

 

Moiketsi Reserve (Ditichereng) Village  
Socio-Economic Needs: Clinic, Community Hall 

 

Fatima Village  
 Socio-Economic Needs: Toilets , Electricity, Access Road maintenance,  

Socio-Economic Needs: Rural Housing 

 

Diqalabeng Village 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Electricity, Access Road maintenance 

Socio-Economic Needs: Rural Housing, & Pre-school 

WARD 15 

Paballong Village  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Access Road Maintenance, Water Supply,  Bridge on all Access Roads  

Socio-Economic Needs: Pre-school, RDP Housing, Library 

 

Pontsheng Village  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Water, Electricity,  

Socio-Economic Needs: Scholar Transport, RDP Houses, Library, Clinic 

 

Dihaseng Village 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Toilets, Access Road maintenance, Water, Freistat Access Road maintenance, Bridge, Toilets, 

Water, 

Socio-Economic Needs: Community Hall, Pre-school, Mobile clinic 

 

Qhobosheaneng Village  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Electricity, Access Road, Water, Telephones 

Socio-Economic Needs: Rural Housing 

 

Lekhalong (Dikwentlaneng) Village  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Electricity infills  

Socio-Economic Needs: Rural Housing, 

 

Purutle Village 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Access Road 

 

Mahlabatheng Village   
Infrastructure Priorities:  Water, Bridge, Rural Housing, Sport Field 

 

Semonkong Village   
Infrastructure Priorities:  Toilets, Access Road maintenance, 

Socio-Economic Needs: Community Hall 

 

Polile Village 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Electricity, Access Road maintenance, Boreholes, Increasing of Water Bulk 

Socio-Economic Needs: Rural Housing, Community Hall 

 

Maapoleng Village  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Water, Access Road maintenance, 
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Socio-Economic Needs: Pre-school maintenance, Rural Housing 

 

Dikwentlaneng Village   
Infrastructure Priorities:  Sanitation, Electricity,   

Socio-Economic Needs: Community Hall, EPWP Salary increase 

WARD 16 

Springana Village  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Water, Electricity, Access road maintenance  and extension of the road, Dipping tanks 

Socio-Economic Needs: Satellite police services, Ploughing of Fields and fencing, RDP houses, Community Hall 

 

Willary Farm  
Infrastructure Priorities : Access Road, Access road to the farm (new) about 4km, Electricity, Borehole or dam 

Socio-Economic Needs: RDP Houses, SMME Support, Library services 

 

Mehloloaneng-tlase Village  
Infrastructure Priorities : Access road from Kinira needs maintenance, Electricity infills, Toilets-infills  

Socio-Economic Needs: Community Facilities (community halls and sports fields), Scholar Support, RDP Houses, 

 

Likhetlane Village  
Infrastructure Priorities : Additional taps in the village plus a borehole, Likhetlane access road to be extended, The bridge 

to be upgraded, There is flooding during heavy rains, Toilets 

Socio-Economic Needs: Assistance with ploughing of fields, Fencing of fields 

 

Moenang Village  
Infrastructure Priorities : Moaneng Access roads maintenance, Water Supply, Foot bridge, 

Socio-Economic Needs: RDP Houses, Play area for children, Fencing of gravesite 

 

Khorai Village  
Infrastructure Prioritie s: New access road linking Khorai and Likhetlane, Khorai Access road maintenance, Toilets,  

Socio-Economic Needs: Sports fields, Fencing of grave site, Pay pointïSASSA, RDP Houses, Satellite police station, 

Community Hall 

 

Majoro Village   
Infrastructure Prioriti es: Electricity in Majoro, Toilets, Access  road linking Majoro to Avondale, Dipping tanks,  

Socio-Economic Needs: Support to cooperatives, Library 

 

Sketlane Village   
Infrastructure Priorities:  Additional taps, Access road to Shepherds Hoek, Toilets 

Socio-Economic Needs: RDP Houses, Scholar transport 

 

Maloto Village 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Access road to be maintained and extended. 

Socio-Economic Needs: Community Hall, Sports grounds, RDP Houses 

 

Mbobo (Mpopo) Village  
Infrastructure Priorities:  New access road, 

Socio-Economic Needs: RDP Houses, Community Hall, Clinic or mobile services 

 

Khutsong-HaAndries Village  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Electricity, Access roads to Khotsong, Water Supply, 

Socio-Economic Needs: Community Hall, LIMA 

 

Mechachaneng Village  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Water - Additional taps needed, Toilets, 

Socio-Economic Needs: Ploughing of fields 

WARD 17 

Luxeni Village 
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Infrastructure Priorities:  Sanitation,  Access road, 

Socio-Economic Needs: RDP Houses 

 

Pholile Village   
Infrastructure Priorities:  Sanitation no longer in good condition, Water not in good condition  

Socio-Economic Needs: RDP houses 

 

Mango Village 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Water tanks, Access Road, Access Road Maintenance, Infills Electricity, Sanitation,  

Socio-Economic Needs: Community Hall, Fencing and Ploughing of Fields, Forests Ploughing, Pre School, Houses. 

 

Nkalweni Village  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Electricity infills, Network Pole, Water, Electricity Infills , Sanitation, , Access Road 

Socio-Economic Needs: Fencing and ploughing of fields, Ploughing of Forest. 

 

Mgubho Village  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Sanitation, Forest, Access Road Maintenance, Electricity Infills, Sanitation Infills, 

Socio-Economic Needs: RDP houses, Skills programme for job creation, Fencing and Ploughing of Fields, Community Hall 

 

Luxeni Village  
Socio-Economic Needs: Preschool 

 

Mgubho Village 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Toilets In fills, Electricity 

 

Mango Village 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Tarred road 

Socio-Economic Needs: Clinic 

 

Lugada Village 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Sanitation, Water, Access road needs maintenance, Dipping tank, 

Socio-Economic Needs: Ploughing seeds, Mobile clinic 

 

Mbizeni Village  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Footbridge, Electricity Infills, Sanitation Infills, Zokozi Bridge, Water Supply 

Socio-Economic Needs: Community Hall, Fencing for arable land, 

 

Nkalweni Village  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Sports field,  Access road 

 

Sigoga Village 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Water Supply 

 Nyanzela Village  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Water, Access Road to Nkalweni Village 

Socio-Economic Needs: Ploughing of Fields and fencing, Mobile clinic, Ploughing of forests 

WARD 18 

Bhubesi Village 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Access road, Toilet, Electricity, 

Socio-Economic Needs: Sand Mining, Sports ground and a community hall 

 

Moyeni Village  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Access road, Water and operator. 

 

Mkgwabo Village 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Access road,  RDP Houses 

 

Qili Village  
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Socio-Economic Needs: Support for the disabled people 

 

Tshisa Village  
Socio-Economic Needs: Community Hall, Preschool. 

 

Bhubesi Village  
Socio-Economic Needs: Community Hall for the pensioners, Fencing for ploughing field. 

 

Hillside Village 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Water pipes, Level  of the ground for fencing 

WARD 19 

NEW-J  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Re-surfacing of internal streets & driveways, Speed Humps towards schools, Street Lights and 

CCTV Cameras 

Socio-Economic Needs: Low Cost Housing and RDP houses, Ratification of Houses in Dark City, North End Extension, 

Resurfacing of internal streets, Old age home, Youth Development Centre and Rectification of Park in Northend 

 

CBD 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Ratification of Sewer, Speed humps towards schools, Mini Workshops (for small mechanics) on 

vacant land, Re-surfacing of internal streets, Speed Humps towards schools, Street Lights and CCTV Cameras 

Socio-Economic Needs: Youth Development Centres, Support for Hawkers (Funding for the hawkers, Addition of Tables, 

Electricity in the stalls, Addition of Trollies and tables, Land for Projects 

 

Buxton Park  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Re-surfacing of internal streets, Speed Humps towards schools, Street Lights and CCTV Cameras 

 

Northend 
Re-surfacing of internal streets, Speed Humps towards schools, Street Lights and CCTV Cameras, Ratification of Park 

Infrastructure Priorities:  

Socio-Economic Needs: Old Age Home, Graveyard Site for Muslim people, Low cost housing, High School Upgrading / 

Primary school, RDP Houses 

 

Station road  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Re-surfacing of internal streets, Speed Humps towards schools, Street Lights and CCTV Cameras 

 

West  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Re-surfacing of internal streets& driveways, Speed Humps towards schools,  Street Lights and 

CCTV Cameras 

WARD 20 

Harry Gwala:  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Water, Access roads in all villages, Internal Streets, Sewerage System, Speed humps, Flood 

Lights, Borehole (Upper Harry Gwala), Water purification 

Socio-Economic Needs: Community development projects (job creation), Skills and training to be provided, Housing 

Maintenance, Library, Multi-purpose centre 

 

Itsokolele   
Infrastructure Priorities:  Foot bridge to be maintained at Itsokolele 

Socio-Economic Needs: Sport Field-Itsokolele, Maintenance of tennis court in Itsokolele 

 

Mountain view:  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Potholes at mountain view, Drainage System Maintenance, Pruning of trees at Itsokolele, 

Business sites, Telkom lines Itsokolele Street naming 

WARD 21 
Entire Ward: Access roads in all villages, Community development projects (job creation), Skills and training to be 

provided 

 

Msukeni Village  
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Infrastructure Priorities:  Water 

 

Mdeni Village  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Water 

 

Tyiweni Village 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Water 

 

Gwadana Village  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Water 

 

Mvenyane Village   
Socio-Economic Needs: Community hall upper Mvenyane 

 

Nkawulweni Village 
Socio-Economic Needs: Pre-school, Community development projects (job creation) 

WARD 22 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Electricity in the whole ward, Tar road from Phalane to Cedarville, Water in the whole ward, 

Sanitation in the  ward, Access road: Mkhemane, Maintenance of epiphany road 

Socio-Economic Needs: Youth skills programmes in the ward, RDP houses in the ward, Mall, Funds for a piggery project 

WARD 23 

Thafeni  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Access roads and bridges, Water for the whole ward 

Socio-Economic Needs: Library, Sport facilities 

 

Mangolong Village  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Water for the whole ward, High School, Toilets, Electricity in Good Hope and infills,   

Socio-Economic Needs: RDP Houses, Clinic, Scholar transport, Community development projects 

 

Sekgutlong Village   
Infrastructure Priorities:  Access roads 

Socio-Economic Needs: Sport facilities 

 

Luphindo  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Access road , Shopping mall/centre 

WARD 24 

Maqhatseng Village  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Electricity, Water, Access road ï Phororo, 

Socio-Economic Needs: Skills training centre, Ploughing of fields and fencing, RDP Houses, Fencing of grave site, 

Preschool, Community hall, Clinic 

 

Moriting Village  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Access road, Access road to Kweneng, Additional water taps, Toilets for new houses, Scholar 

transport, High Must light, Electricity infills  

Socio-Economic Needs: Sports grounds, Mobile clinic services, Support for youth cooperatives, Selofong coop needs a 

tractor, Funding opportunities for poultry and piggery, RDP housing, Sports grounds, Ploughing of fields and LIMA 

 

Linotsing Village   
Infrastructure Priorities:  Water, Access road 

Socio-Economic Needs: RDP Houses, Assistance for learners: Bursaries, Learnership and internship programmes, Clinic, 

Community hall, Sportsfield 

 

Mahlake Village   
Infrastructure Priorities:  Water,  

Socio-Economic Needs: Preschool, Ploughing of fields, Donga rehabilitation, Community hall, Sports ground, Mobile clinic 

services 
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Soloane Village  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Water, Toilets in new houses 

Socio-Economic Needs: RDP Houses, Fencing of Fields, LIMA, Sports ground , Mobile clinic services, 

 

Purutle Village 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Access road maintenance, , Electricity, Water: borehole, 

Socio-Economic Needs: Mobile clinic services, Community hall. 

 

Ramafole Village  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Toilets, Water: borehole, Access road from the preschool, Access road in the extension area 

Socio-Economic Needs: RDP houses, Pre schools, Sports grounds, 

 

Mideni  Village  
Socio-Economic Needs: Community hall, Sports ground, RDP Houses, Fencing of Fields 

 

Moyeni Village  
 

Infrastructure Priorities:  Access road, Electricity, 

Socio-Economic Needs: RDP Houses 

 

Zimpofu Village  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Electricity, Water, Fencing, Access road to be extended and also maintained,   

Socio-Economic Needs: Feed for animals in winter, Clinic services, 

 

Madlangeni at Zingcuka 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Electricity, Access road to Ezibengwini 

Socio-Economic Needs: RDP houses, 

WARD 25 

Magogogweni 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Sanitation/Toilets, Electricity, 

Socio-Economic Needs: Sport Facility (New-stance), Agricultural Projects 

 

Nkosana 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Water, Bridge  

Socio-Economic Needs: Multi -purpose Centre 

 

Nkosana 2  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Electricity 

 

Khauwe:  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Water 

 

NED:  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Electricity, Water 

 

New Stance:  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Water, Toilets 

 

Matshaweni 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Toilets 

 

Jabulani:  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Water, Electricity, 

Socio-Economic Needs: Sport Facility 

 

Mhlakazi:  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Water/ water taps 
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WARD 26 

Khorong Koali Park 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Water and Sanitation, Electricity, House Rectification, Speed Humps, Street Lights, Street lights 

maintenance, Storm Water Control, Tarring of road next to the graveyard 

Socio-Economic Needs: 24 Hour Ambulance, Home Garden, Graveyard management, Concert Palace alongR56, Sport-field 

(Khorong) 

 

Sandfontein:  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Road   and  Tar Gravel, Sportfield, Water, Greenhouse, Electricity, Maintenance of P609, Scholar 

Transport,   

Socio-Economic Needs: Housing, Extension of Grazing pasture, Assistance with Agricultural activities, Housing, Alien 

Plant Removal 

 

Black Diamond:  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Internal Road, Upgrade of water scheme, Electricity, Housing, Fencing of a grave yard, Upgrade 

of existing dams 

Socio-Economic Needs: Women and youth Co-op, Pre-school, Removal of alien plants for ploughing space, Animal 

Handling, Shearing Shed, Grain Storage, Fencing of pastures and field, Community Hall 

 

Matshemla:  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Sanitation, Electricity, 

Socio-Economic Needs: Land, Home, Garden (One   Hector), Housing, Farming Programmes Assistance 

 

Magasela 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Water, Electricity, Access Road 

Socio-Economic Needs: Sand Mining, Land Ownership, Sport-Field 

Gobizmebe (Thibana, Bharini)  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Water, Electricity, Access Road, Access Road to the Fields 

Socio-Economic Needs: Land, Housing 

 

Shenxa 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Electricity, Access Road 

 

Mzingisi:  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Ratification of Pre-1994 houses, Tarring Road, Street Lights, way along R56, Lights along R56,  

Socio-Economic Needs: Low income Houses, Sport-Field, Pre-School, Gymnasium, Community Hall Maintenance, 

Maintenance of high School, Sinenjongo Old Age Home 

 

Khorong Koali Extension:  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Electricity, Resurfacing of the Internal Street, Sanitation 

Socio-Economic Needs: Public Park, Home Garden, Sport-field, Garden Project, Women Empowerment in Farming, 

Chicken Farming and Abattoir, Soup Kitchen, Old age home, Five Star 

 

Cedarville Town:  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Street Lights, Public Toilets, Tar Road, Middle Income Houses, Community CRU Development, 

Sewer Upgrade, Demarcating fence between Khorong and Cedarville Town, Solar Power Plant, 

Socio-Economic Needs: Old Age Home, Youth Centre (Studio), Youth Toilet Paper Project, 24 hour Medical Centre, 

Upgrading of the stadium (Athletic Track and Netball Ground), Cedarville Library Maintenance, Upgrading of Town Hall, 

Animal handling Farm, Grain Storage from 500 Hectors, Shopping Complex, Agri-Park, Light Industrial Sites, Recycling 

Project, Block and Tile Manufacturing Plant 

 

Bultfontein:  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Electricity, 

Socio-Economic Needs: Houses, Extending of Grazing Land, Upgrade of Pre-School, Renovation of Community Hall , 

Cattle Handling Facility 

 

Shenxe 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Water , Access road, Electricity 
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Socio-Economic Needs: RDP Housing 

 

Mzingisi  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Sanitation, Public toilets Cedarville 

 

Khorong:  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Water, Development centre for skills 

 

Belfontein:  
Socio-Economic Needs: RDP houses, Cedarville public clinic. 

 

Gobizembe 
Infrastructure Priorities:  Water 

 

Cedarville:  
Infrastructure Priorities:  Rezone of electricity tariffs, Fencing on the boundaries of the road 

Socio-Economic Needs: Community hall to be painted, Transport for Scholars, No cleaning materials for EPWP staff, Sign 

for the community hall to shoe the location, Wattle removed, Sportsfield, RDP houses, 

Source: Matatiele Local Municipality IDP (2017 - 2022) 

 

5 SPATIAL ANALYSIS  

This phase represents an in-depth analysis of conditions in Matatiele Local Municipality. It entails a comprehensive 

investigation into the overall spatial picture of the municipality, that is, the bio-physical environment, socio-economic 

environment as well as the built environment of the entire municipal area. This is done to increase the awareness of 

the basic facts and figures in relation to the municipalityôs current state of affairs, trends and dynamics. This will 

contribute to the identification of key issues upon which realistic solutions and proposals can be made, taking into 

consideration the needs of the municipality and its limited resources. This chapter therefore deals with existing 

situation in the Matatiele Local Municipality. 

5.1 SOCIO-ECONOMIC ANALYSIS  

 

5.1.1 Population 

 

According to Community Survey (2016), the population of Matatiele local municipality is approximately 219 477 

people which spread across 26 wards. There are an estimated 54 590 households in the area. In terms of population 

density, Matatiele Local Municipality has a density of 46.8 people per square kilometre within the Alfred Nzo District 

Municipality. The population growth rate over the past ten year is estimated at 1.1%.  Comparisons between Census 

2011 and Community survey 2016 indicate that the population of the municipal area increased by 15 634 people 

between 2011 and 2016 which is approximately 7.1%. Although the cause of the population increase has not been 

determined, the IDP (2017-2022) highlights the following as the likely factors: 

¶ Inward migration to the municipal area from other parts of province  

¶ Increase in birth rate which leads high dependant ratio within the municipality.  

¶ High life expectancy in the municipal area due to better health facilities. 

 

The Table 5-1: below shows the comparisons of census 2011 and community survey 2016 census results. 

Table 5-1: Comparisons of census 2011 and community survey 2016 census results 

Area  Census 2001  Community Survey 2007  Census 2011  Community Survey 2016 
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Matatiele  194 630  258 758  203 843  219 477 

 

 Household Statistics South 

Community Survey (2007)  

Household 

Estimate Census 

2011  

Household Estimate Statistics South 

Community Survey (2016) 

EC441: 

Matatiele  

54 207  49 527  54 590 

 

Population 

Census 2011 CS 2016 

 No %  No % 

Male  93 675 46.0 Male  100 299 45.7 

Female  110 168 54.0 Female  119 178 54.3 

Total  203 843 100.0 Total  219 477 100 

Source: SSA: Census (2011) and Community Survey (2016) 

 

5.1.2 Population Projection 

 

In line with Spatial Planning and Land Use Management Act (SPLUMA) (Act 16 of 2013) section 21(g), the SDF 

must make a spatial argument for population growth estimates for the next five (5) years. The SDF should provide a 

trend analysis to inform future growth. Population projections have become very important in predicting the 

development of a particular area. Through population projections, the municipality will know how many houses, 

schools, job opportunities, community facilities need to be developed to provide for the Matatiele Local Municipality 

population for future purposes. The annual growth rate of Matatiele Local Municipality is approximately 1.1%.  If 

this growth is projected to the year 2021, Matatiele Local Municipality will approximately have a population of 229 

000.  Therefore planners, municipal and government officials need to plan for the municipality according to such a 

figure.  

 

Table 5-2: Population projection from 2016 - 2021 

Year  2016  2017  2018  2019  2020  2021  

Projected Population 217,000  220,000  222,000  225,000  227,000  229,000  

 

5.1.3 Population race 

The population within the Matatiele local municipality is highly dominated by blacks, with the rest made up of 

Whites, Coloureds, and Indians or Asians. The comparisons between 2011 and 2016 identified that there is a slight 

increase in Black African from 98.1% to 99.1%. The prevalence of Blacks in large numbers in the area means that 

the municipality should implement a race-sensitive approach to economic development initiatives such as skills 

development, job opportunities etc. 

Table 5-3: Population race 

Race Population size 

2011 2016 

No % No % 

Black African 199 970 98.1 217 502 99.1 

White 1427 0.7 878 0.4 
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Coloured 1 223 0.6 658 0.3 

Indian or Asian 612 0.3 439 0.2 

Total  203 843 100.0 219 477 100.0 

Source: SSA: Census (2011) & Community Survey (2016) 

 

5.1.4 Gender distribution of population 

In terms of gender distribution, females dominate with 54.3% while males account for 45.7% (Community Survey, 

2016). This means that there are more females in the study area than males. The community survey (2016) indicates 

that a large number of households in the area are headed by females. The different in the ratios might be attributed 

to high mobility of the male population to other places of employment in search of job opportunities. The above 

suggest a need to implement a gender-sensitive approach to local economic development initiatives to suit both male 

and female households. The economic development initiatives for the area must also include skills development for 

both males and females to enable them to provide for their families. 

Figure 5-1: Gender distribution 

 

Source: SSA: Community Survey (2016) 

5.1.5 Age distribution of population 

Like many municipalities in the Eastern Cape, the study area has predominantly a youthful population in terms of 

age distribution. The comparisons between census 2011 and community survey 2016 indicate that the number of 

youth population (below 0-19 years) increased by slight margins from 51.1% in 2011 to 51.4% in 2016. The increase 

rate accounts for 0.3% between 2011 and 2016. There is a decrease in working class population between 2011 and 

2016. The working class population (20-64years) decreased from 46.8% in 2011 to 42.3% in 2016. The decrease rate 

amounts to 4.5% between the period of 2011and 2016. The percentage of the population above 65+ years accounts 

for 6.9% in 2011 and 6.6% in 2016. The old age group has also decreased by 0.3 between the period of 2011 and 

2016. The dependency rate within the municipality accounts for 58.0% (youth population 0-19years and population 

above 65+ years). 

There is generally a prevalence of young people in the area. This difference in age distribution can be attributed to 

high levels of migration of the economically active age to large cities which have greater employment opportunities. 

This also suggests a high dependency ratio (58.0%) and low levels of economic activity. 

54.3%45.7%

Female

Male
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This suggests that rapid expansion is needed for job opportunities through implementation of municipal 

developmental programmes. Also more social facilities are also needed to meet the needs of this category of the 

population in the future. This therefore suggests that service provision and social development initiatives should be 

targeted at youth and should be an important consideration for integrated sustainable development decisions.  

Table 5-4: Age structure 

Age 

group 

Census 2011 Community survey 2016 

Female  Male  Total  Female  Male  Total  

No  % No  % No  % No  % No  % No  % 

0-4 12 881 6.3 13 018 6.4 25 899 12.7 14 281 6.5 14 418 6.6 28 699 13.1 

5 - 9 12 720 6.2 13 104 6.4 25 824 12.6 7 446 3.4 7 396 3.4 14 842 6.8 

10 -14 12 624 6.2 13 929 6.8 26 553 13.0 6 574 3.0 7 008 3.2 13 582 6.2 

15- 19 13 261 6.5 12 892 6.3 26 153 12.8 27 285 12.4 28 221 12.9 55 506 25.3 

20 - 24 7 101 3.5 7 794 3.8 14 895 7.3 8 602 3.9 9 083 4.1 17 685 8.0 

25 - 29 8 765 4.3 6 543 3.2 15 308 7.5 8 764 4.0 6 754 3.1 15518 7.1 

30 - 34 6 519 3.2 2 729 1.3 9 248 9.4 6 945 3.2 5 129 2.3 12074 5.5 

35 - 39 4 567 2.2 5 432 2.7 9 999 4.9 5 643 2.6 4 532 2.1 10175 4.7 

40 - 44 4 798 2.4 4 369 2.1 9 167 4.5 5 111 2.3 3 912 1.8 9023 4.1 

45 - 49 4 563 2.2 1 567 0.8 6 130 3.0 4 567 2.1 2 341 1.1 6908 3.2 

50 - 54 4 886 2.4 3 203 1.6 8 089 4.0 4 652 2.1 3 307 1.5 7959 3.6 

55 - 59 3 987 2.0 2 345 1.2 6 332 3.2 4 321 2.0 2 341 1.1 6662 3.1 

60 - 64 1 910 0.9 4 261 2.1 2 910 3.0 3 446 1.6 2 990 1.4 6436 3.0 

65+ 11 574 5.7 2 499 1.2 14 073 6.9 10 340 4.7 4 070 1.9 14410 6.6 

Total  110 

158 

54.0 93 685 46.0 203 843 100.0 117975 53.8 101 502 46.2 219477 100.0 

Source: SSA: Census (2011) and Community Survey (2016) 

Figure 5-2: Population 

 
Source: SSA: Census (2011) 
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5.1.6 Educational Level 

Education plays a pivotal role on community development. It provides a set of basic skills for development, creativity 

and innovative abilities within individuals. The Literacy levels within Matatiele Local Municipality have improved 

since 2011 to 2016 (see table below). The table indicates that the number of people who had not received education 

decreased from 2.4% in 2011 to 1.3% in 2016. People with tertiary education increased from 0.4% in 2011 to 2.3% 

in 2016. 

There are significantly low numbers of people with matric (8.7%) making it difficult for residents to access tertiary 

education and consequently lack the necessary skills to compete in the job market. A key dimension that directly 

influences the potential employability of community members is their education background and levels of skills that 

they possess. 

Table 5-5: Education Levels 

Education level 2011 2016 

No  % No  % 

None  4 271 2.4 2 480 1.3 

Some primary  94 488  53.1 95 771 50.2 

Completed primary  13 524 7.6 15 835 8.3 

Some secondary  54 095 30.4 55 516 29.1 

Completed matric  8 719 4.9 16 598 8.7 

Tertiary  712 0.4 4 388 2.3 

Other  2 135 1.2 191 0.1 

Total  177 944 100.0 190 778 100.0 

Source: SSA: Census (2011) and Community Survey (2016) 

 

5.1.7 Monthly Household Income 

 

The monthly household income level of the households in Matatiele Local Municipality is low. The comparison 

between Census (2011) and Community Survey (2016) indicates that households with no income were increased 

from 9 213 (18.8%) in 2011 to 9 457 (17.3%) in 2016. Households which receive not more than R1 600 per month 

were decreased from 49.9% in 2011 to 47.7% in 2016. There are therefore high levels of poverty in the area and a 

large number of people living below the poverty datum line. Households in Matatiele local municipality receive more 

than R3 201 per month increased from 12.9% in 2011 to 15.5% in 2016. 

 

The high incidence of people with no income suggests that affordability is a challenge for most residents and there 

is less buying power to support the local economy. The IDP (2017-2022) indicates that most people are dependent 

on government grants as a source of income. 

 

Development programmes for the area need to promote small business enterprises and facilities for informal trading 

to create sustainable job opportunities and increase the earning capacity of residents. 

 

Table 5-6: Monthly Household Income Levels 

Household Income 

Levels 

2011 2016 

No % No % 

No Income 9 213 18.8 9 457 17.3 

R1 - R400 2 823 5.6 3 916 7.2 

R401 ï R800  8 123 16.4 7 258 13.3 
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R801 ï R1 600 13 833 27.9 14 852 27.2 

R1 601  - R3 200 9 123 18.4 10 678 19.6 

R3 201 ï R6 400 2 543 5.1 3 604 6.6 

R6 401 ï R12 800 1 765 3.6 2 325 4.3 

R12 801 ï R25 600 1 432 2.9 1 591 2.9 

R25 601+ 672 1.3 909 1.7 

Total  49 527 100.0 54 590 100.0 

Source: SSA:  Census (2011) and Community Survey (2016) 

 

5.1.8 Employment Status 

Census 2011 recorded 112 338 (55.1% of the total population in 2011) people that are economically active (employed 

or unemployed but looking for work), within Matatiele Local Municipality. The estimated employment rate for 

Matatiele Local Municipality is at 38.8% (43 662) (Census 2011). Unemployment rate amounts to 54.0% in 2011.  

Unemployment is prevalent within the Matatiele local municipality, especially amongst the youth. The IDP 2017-

2022 indicated that the unemployment rate of economically active youth (15 ï 34 years) in the area is amount to 47. 

2%. There is a great need to provide employment opportunities and equip people with the necessary skills that are 

required in the job market. Business opportunities, skills development programmes and other LED initiatives are 

some of the areas for intervention. 

 

 

Figure 5-3: Employment status 

 
Source: SSA: Census, (2011) 

Out of all people who are employed in the municipal area, approximately 56.7% of people are employed in the formal 

sector. Those who are employed in informal sector and private households amount to 27.0% and 14.9% respectively. 

(See the table below) 
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5.1.9 Employment by Sector 

Matatiele Local Municipality LED Strategy (2010) indicates that the sector that employs the largest number of people 

is the Community, Social and Personal Services sector. The largest economic sector in Matatiele Local Municipality 

is tertiary and 68.4% of working class population is employed in this sector. The second largest economic sector in 

terms of the number of people employed is the secondary sector which amounts to 18.2%.The primary sector which 

consists of mining, agriculture, hunting, forestry and fishing comes third and has managed to absorb 13.4% of the 

working class population. Table 4-7 below shows the distribution of employed people in Matatiele by economic 

sector. 

 

Table 5-7: Employment by sector 

Sector Economic Sector % Employment by sector 

Eastern Cape Alfred Nzo 

DM 

Umzimvubu 

LM  

Matatiele 

LM  

Primary 

 

Agriculture, forestry and fishing 13.1 10.6 8 12.1 

Mining 0.7 1.4 1.7 1.3 

Sub total  13.8 12.0 9.7 13.4 

Secondary 

 

Manufacturing 19.4 10 12.6 8.4 

Electricity & water 0.7 0.2 0.5 0.4 

Construction 8.2 8.7 7.9 9.1 

Sub total 28.3 18.9 21.0 18.2 

Tertiary Wholesale & retail trade; catering 

and accommodation 

17 22.8 17.4 26.1 

Transport & communication 4.1 4 3.1 4.2 

Finance and business services 11.6 7.2 7.4 7 

Community, social and other 

personal services 

25.3 35 41.5 31.1 

Sub total 58.0 69.0 69.4 68.4 

 Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Source: Matatiele Local Municipality LED Strategy (2010) 

 

Table 5-8: Sector of employment 

Sector of employment Matatiele LM  

No % 

In the formal sector 24 759 56.7 

In the informal sector 11 783 27.0 

Private household 6 527 14.9 

Do not know 593 1.4 

Total  43 662 100.0 

Source: SSA: Census, (2011) 

 

5.1.10 Poverty Levels 

 

The IDP 2017 - 2022 indicates that the percentage of households living in poverty had decreased from 43.7% in 2001 

to 41.6% in 2011. In Matatiele Local Municipality, there are still large numbers of people living in poverty, however 

looking at the poverty trends for Matatiele Local Municipality, there seems to be a decline in the number of people 

living in poverty over the years. 

Municipal planning recognises the need to focus strongly on poverty alleviation mechanisms as well as job creation. 

The Matatiele Local Municipality has an Indigent support policy and a credible indigent register, with 19 602 
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households registered, with about 8142 households who are indigent not yet registered. The register is updated as 

and when new people need to be captured on an annual basis. The current indigent threshold income per household 

each month is R2700.00. Currently the indigent support is in the form of free basic electricity, non-grid energy, and 

alternative energy and refuses removal. Indigent household also receive 6 kilolitres of water per Household and there 

is an adopted Indigents Support Policy. 

5.1.11 HIV and AIDS  

 

The HIV prevalence in Matatiele is estimated at 11.5% of the population. The prevalence rate among those aged 15-

19 is 6.5%. Matatiele local municipality has an HIV/AIDS strategy in line with the Provincial strategic plan. The 

strategy focuses on issues that are critical in developing the multi-sectorial municipal response to HIV/AIDS. The 

impact of the pandemic on the lively hood of the communities is reflected as: 

 

¶ Impact on Family Life and Children  

¶ Provision of Service Health, Education and Welfare  

¶ Impact on Local Economy  

¶ Impact on community and poverty  

 

5.1.12 Crime 

 

Some of crimes that found in the municipality are sexual offence, attempted murder, assault, common robbery, theft 

of motor vehicles, stock theft, drug ï related crime and shoplifting. The number of crimes in the municipality 

increased from 435 in 2014 to 482 in 2015. This shows that crime in the municipality is increasing yearly and serious 

intervention by SAPS together with municipality is required in order to combat crimes. 

Table 5-9: Crime Statistics  

 2014 2015 

Total sexual offences 34 39 

Attempted Murder 4 9 

Assault  92 98 

Common robbery 39 17 

Theft of motor vehicles 40 72 

Stock theft 18 30 

Drug-related Crime 80 65 

DUI: alcohol or drugs 29 32 

Shoplifting  99 120 

Total  435 482 

Source: Matatiele IDP (2017 - 2022) 

 

 

5.1.13 Dependency on Social Grants 

 

The Alfred Nzo District Municipality IDP (2016/17) indicates that there is a large number of people who depended 

on social assistance in the form of grants, approximately 80 493 people are benefiting from social grants. The 

municipality is characterised by high levels of poverty and unemployment which contributed a lot to high levels of 

dependency on social grants.  A number of people within the municipality rely on government social grants such as 

old age pension, disability grant, child support grant, care dependency grant. 
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The Alfred Nzo District Municipality IDP (2016/17) indicates that child support grants amount to 69.0%, which is 

influenced by the high birth rate within the municipality. Disability grant and old age pension account 5.6% and 

22.5% respectively. It is advisable that the government and Matatiele Local Municipality needs to facilitate a process 

to ensure that all potential beneficiaries of grants receive what they are entitled to. 

 

Table 5-10: Total number of Social grant dependents 

Municipality  Grants  Total Population by 2011 

No %  

Matatiele  80 493 31.1 203 843  

Source: Alfred Nzo District Municipality IDP (2016/17) 

 

 

Table 5-11: Types of social grants 

Municipality  Grant type No % 

Matatiele  LM Old age pension  18 111 22.5 

Disability grant  4 508 5.6 

Child support grant  55 5540 69.0 

Care dependency grant  1 127 1.4 

Foster care grant  80 0.1 

Grant in aid  724 0.9 

Social relief  241 0.3 

Multiple social grants  161 0.2 

Total  80 493 100.0 

Source: Alfred Nzo District Municipality IDP (2016/17) 

 

5.1.14 Disability  

 

The municipality has people with disabilities. The disabilities that affect the municipality range from physical, 

emotional, hearing, sight, intellectual, communication and multiple etc. This means that the development in the area 

must take into account the needs of the disabled in areas such as housing and employment. 

 

5.1.15 Migration  

 

Migration has contributed to the population growth within the municipality. A large number of people migrated from 

Lesotho and KwaZulu Natal province to the municipality. Migration also contributes to housing demand within the 

municipality. A large number of male movements might be attributed to high mobility of the population to places of 

employment in search of job opportunities. As illustrated on the table below, a large number of people (34.5%) 

migrated from other parts of Eastern Cape to Matatiele local municipality. The table below also indicates the number 

of people who came to settle within the municipality from other provinces and outside South Africa either on 

permanent or temporary basis.  

 

Table 5-12: Migration pattern (Province of birth) 

Area Matatiele Municipality  

No % 

Eastern Cape 132 34.5 

Northern Cape 2 0.5 

KZN 167 43.6 

Gauteng 7 1.8 
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Area Matatiele Municipality  

No % 

Western Cape 5 1.3 

Limpopo  3 0.8 

North West 2 0.5 

Free State 9 2.3 

Mpumalanga  2 0.5 

Outside South Africa 54 14.1 

Total 383 100.0 

Source: SSA: Census 2011 

 

 

 

5.1.16 Regional Space Economy 

 

Matatiele Local Municipality falls under Alfred Nzo District Municipality and the regional space economy of the 

region is characterised by agriculture, tourism, and small businesses. The predominantly rural nature of the area 

limits commercial and business development. Business activities in rural areas are confined to rural supply stores 

and general dealers. Commercial and business development in the District is confined to the urban centres of Mount 

Ayliff, Mount Frere, Ntabankulu, Mbizana and Matatiele and to a smaller extent Cedarville. More substantial 

commercial and business activities are restricted to Kokstad which falls within Kwazulu-Natal province, which 

therefore means that a substantial portion of the districtôs money is not even being reinvested into the Eastern Cape 

Province. The District has limited and almost non-existent industrial economy and has a high dependency upon 

primary economic activities. 

5.1.17 Cultural Heritage and Tourism 

 

The tourism sector remains largely unsupported and underexploited in a municipality with iconic natural resources 

and national significant heritage sites such as Mariazell Mission. The abundant natural and scenic beauty that 

Matatiele has makes it an area of high tourism potential. Among its attractive features are its wide, open spaces, 

mountainous terrain, rivers, scenic botanic features, flora and fauna (biodiversity), wetlands, picnic spots, birds, 

including special bird species, and snowy winters. In addition, Matatiele is home to diverse cultures making. There 

are opportunities for the showcasing of the various cultures that exist in the municipality. 

5.1.18 Local Economy and Business 

 

Matatiele Local Municipality is situated in the Alfred Nzo District Municipality, one of the poorest of all the 

Integrated Sustainable Rural Development Programme nodes in South Africa. For many years, it has remained a 

largely underdeveloped and under-invested area. Its predominantly rural nature and a mountainous terrain have made 

service delivery and transport difficult and costly. One of the major consequences of these problems is that it has 

been difficult to establish formal businesses in many parts of the area, especially the more rural ones. This has in turn 

had a significant negative impact on the level of employment in the area. 

Agriculture and agri-processing, forestry, tourism, commerce, manufacturing and mining (sand and quarrying) are 

among the most important sectors of Matatieleôs economy. Formal business in Matatiele consists mainly of retail and 

commercial farming businesses. As far as the business concerned, supermarkets, clothing stores and "spaza" shops 

are the most common types of business in the rural areas of this municipality. It is important to note that many 

businesses people are members of Sector-organised business co-operatives. However, due to numerous challenges 
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facing each of these sectors, they have not been able to create enough employment opportunities to adequately 

address poverty and to keep up with the economic needs of local communities. As a result, the municipality is home 

to many poverty-stricken communities with high levels of poverty and unemployment, and generally low income 

levels.  Many of these communities, especially the more rural ones, face the challenge of very limited access to basic 

services such as water and electricity. In addition, subsistence constitutes a significant part of this economy. Many 

people living in the rural areas of this municipality rely mainly on subsistence agriculture.  It is worth pointing out 

that poverty in this municipality is a problem experienced in both urban and rural areas. 

The purpose of this sub-section is to provide an economic profile of the Matatiele Local Municipality.  The idea is 

to identify the strengths and opportunities that are available to its economy, and the weaknesses that suppress its 

growth. 

Agriculture is the main sector of economic development within the MLM. The agricultural activities are crop farming 

and livestock farming.  Poultry production is the most prominent type of agricultural activity in the municipality with 

30.5% of the population engaging in poultry production. Whilst 29.8% of the population practised livestock 

production which is divided into cattle, sheep, and goat production (StatsSA, 2016a). A large proportion of cattle 

farmers specialise in beef production. Farmers sell their animals to abattoirs, supermarkets and individuals for meat 

production. The farmers also sell cattle to surrounding areas of Durban, Howick and Pietermaritzburg in KwaZulu-

Natal, and Port Elizabeth in the Eastern Cape through auctions organised by the Cedarville Farmers Association. 

Goat farming and sheep farming are practised in the municipality. The animals are sold live to local abattoirs in 

Matatiele and surrounding areas of Mount Ayliff. Apart from meat production, sheep and goat production in the 

municipality is also practised for mohair and wool. Wool and Mohair are mainly sold to BKB and Cape Wool who 

are present in Matatiele and Cedarville. 

 

The areas towards north - west of Matatiele town (or western regions of the municipality) and areas towards the south 

east of Matatiele town (or eastern regions of the municipality have good potential for agriculture. The western regions 

of the municipality (consists of commercial agricultural farms) form part of the high production potential land. 

 

Ward 26 has a lot of farms and wetlands and a wide range of agriculture activities ranging from production of fresh 

produce, livestock, and meat, milk and grain products (MLM, 2018c).The Cedarville Agri-Hub will be located in 

this ward. There is forestry development within the municipality and it plays major roles in LED. 

The Cedarville Agri-Hub will mainly focus on providing support for the following: animal feed, maize meal, mutton, 

scoured wool. The Matatiele LM allocated 50 000 ha for the development of the Agri-Hub in Cedarville. 

The manufacturing activities in Matatiele LM involve small scale value addition activities which includes agro-

processing which includes dairy production and yoghurt production. Small scale low value adding maize milling is 

undertaken in Matatiele town by Mokhosi Milling Agricultural Co-op. Maize production in Matatiele LM is relatively 

high, mainly in and around Cedarville. There is significant potential to link primary production of maize in the 

Cedarville area with value addition at the Mbizana Red Hub. The SMMEs in the municipality also participate in the 

manufacture of corrugated water tanks, traditional ñSeshoeshoeò garments, wood processing firms, sewing, hand 

craft and art, welding, panel beating, scrapping of metal, and brick-making. 

 

5.1.19 Rural Development 

 

The term rural development is the overall development of rural areas to improve the quality of life of rural people. 

And it is a process leading to sustainable improvement in the quality of life of rural people, especially the poor. The 

Eastern Cape Province and Matatiele Local Municipality have a number of legislatives and policies that can be used 

for eradicating rural poverty and unemployment, by way of generating demand for productive labour force in rural 
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areas. The rural development programmes of Matatiele Local Municipality are based agriculture, tourism, social, 

infrastructure and housing development.  

 

The rural developmental programmes intend to reduce the poverty and unemployment, to improve the health and 

educational status and to fulfill the basic needs such as food, shelter and clothing of the rural population. To improve 

the conditions of rural people, the local and district municipalities have rural development projects such as housing 

development, infrastructure provision, employment creation etc.  

 

The Matatiele Local Municipality SDF (2014) indicates that rural development in Matatiele area is affected by the 

following: 

¶ Land disputes:  Land disputes has led to the slow allocation of land for development,  

¶ Unresolved land issues. 

¶ There is a problem around development of settlement on agricultural potential land. 

¶ There is a lack of access to resources to develop arable land 

¶ Land restitution numbers is high 118 claims. 

 

5.2 COMMUNITY FACILITIES  

 

5.2.1 Community Halls 

The municipality currently has about forty two (42) community halls within the municipal area, although the 

condition of majority of these facilities is fair and poor. The halls in Wards 10 and 21 were ruined by snow disaster 

and need to be rebuilt or renovated. 

 

5.2.2 Post Offices 

There are five post offices within the municipality. These are located in Maluti, Matatiele, Mvenyane, Lunda and 

Mzongwana. Post boxes are also available in Matatiele and Cedarville. There is a need for more post services, 

especially in the rural areas as raised during the IDP (2017-2022) outreaches within the municipality due to long 

distances to reach postal services.  
 

5.2.3 Primary Health Centres 

There are currently 19 clinics within the municipality (See Plan 5-1). Those in Afsondering, Mt Hargreaves, 

Mpharane, and Madlangala have been renovated, but those in Thaba Chicha, Queens Mercy, Mthumase and 

Mzongwana are in the process of being renovated. There are two (2) mobile clinics. The Matatiele IDP (2017 - 2022) 

indicates that the primary health centres are facing a number of challenges. They are as follows: 

¶ There is a shortage of water in the health centres.  

¶ Some of the clinics are unable to render the full range of services due to lack of telecommunication network, 

electricity, poor road network and transportation problems.  

¶ Some clinics are underutilized due to the perception that the clinics are only to provide curative and not 

preventative services.   

5.2.4 Hospitals 

There are two (2) hospitals, (See Plan 5-1), namely, Taylor Bequest Hospital and Khotsong TB Hospital, both located 

in Matatiele town. Khotsong hospital is currently being renovated and expanded to include the renovation of pediatric 

block for administration offices, separation of hospital grounds, demolishing of old structure (Admin Block, 

managerôs residence and garages) amongst other things. There is also a private hospital (Matatiele Private Hospital). 

Challenges facing the hospitals are as follows: 
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¶ There is a need for professional nurses and vehicles 

¶ There are unfunded posts 

Plan 5-1: Community facilities ï Existing Health Facilities  

 
 

 

5.2.5 Police Stations, magistrate courts and prisons 

 

The Matatiele IDP (2017 - 2022) indicates that there are currently six (6) police stations, See Plan 5-2, that serving 

the entire communities. However, there is no electricity, no water, no sanitation, and poor road access to this 

facility.The IDP (2017 - 2022) further indicates that some villages are far from the police stations and called for a 

need of satellite police services in central areas around the wards.  
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Plan 5-2: Community facilities ï Safety & Security 

 
 

5.2.6 Local Libraries  

 

Within the municipality there are currently five (5) functional libraries and one mobile library at Mango Village, See 

Plan 5-3. The libraries are located in Matatiele town, Cedarville, Mvenyane, ward 11 and Maluti. The Mango mobile 

library needs electricity. There is a need for functional and mobile libraries especially for the majority of learners in 

rural areas.  
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Plan 5-3: Community facilities ï Existing Libraries 

 
 

5.2.7 Home Affairs 

 

There are Home Affairs offices located at the Maluti and Matatiele town. The two (2) offices serve the entire 

communities of within the municipality. There are also challenges with regards to access to immigration services, 

especially for people in rural areas, when requiring immigration services. The community has therefore identified a 

need for mobile services in the rural areas.  

 

5.2.8 Solid waste Disposal Site 

 

A developed and licensed waste disposal site has been operating in Matatiele since 2008. This site is located in 

Matatiele and has the capacity to accommodate all the waste from the urban areas for at least the next 15 years. There 

is however a large number of households who still use their own means of disposing waste.  

 

5.2.9 Childrenôs Home 

 

There are four (4) Childrenôs Homes; 3 located in ward 19 (Siyakhula Boys Shelter, Child welfare S.A, Cross roads 

childrenôs Home) and another in Maluti (Maluti Place of Safety).  

 

5.2.10 Higher Learning Institution  

 

There is also a TVET college (Ingwe) in Maluti. There are no tertiary institutions in the area. After completing matric, 

learners travel to cities and in other parts of EC province and other provinces to access tertiary education.  
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5.2.11 High School, Primary and Combined Schools 

 

There are currently 30 High schools.  In total there are 74 primary schools and 116 combined schools distributed 

throughout the MLM. See Plan 5-4. 

 

5.2.12 Small Crèche/ Early childhood development centre 

 

There are currently 52 preschools / small crèches. On average, each ward has at least two (2) preschools. Some 

preschools are part of the school in other wards. There are also eight (08) AET Centres and twenty seven (27) ECD 

Centres. There are some structures that need renovations, such need supplies and learning materials. The majority of 

the structures donôt have electricity and also access to water is limited.  

 

5.2.13 Special Education institution 

There is a special school in Cedarville (Sive special School) and 5 independent schools.  

 

Plan 5-4: Community Facilities - Education 

 
 

5.2.14 Sport fields and Sport centre 
 

There are three (3) formal sport fields with seat stands in Matatiele town and Cedarville. There are also level surface 

playing fields in other wards. The sports fields are mainly soccer fields.  

 

There is a need for a Sport complex in Matatiele (town) which will cater for a variety of sporting codes as well as 

indoor games. The IDP Community Outreach revealed a greater need for multipurpose centres and sports fields in 

most wards. All facilities require upgrading. Priority has been given to the provision of sport fields in the rural areas 

to encourage the youth to participate in sports, as the municipality comprises mainly of a youthful population.  
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5.2.15 Community swimming pool 

 

There is one community swimming pool located in Matatiele town. It is the only community swimming pool in the 

municipal area. The towns of Maluti and Cedarville also need a community swimming pool.  

 

5.2.16 SASSA Office 

 

There is a SASSA office in Matatiele town, serving the community of Matatiele local municipality. A need for 

satellite or mobile service in the rural areas was identified during the community outreaches, due to the long distance 

to Matatiele town. 

 

5.2.17 Disaster Management 

 

The District Municipality is providing disaster management services on a large scale within the Matatiele Local 

Municipality. Matatiele Local Municipality provides immediate disaster relief and supports, as well as, other 

initiatives throughout the local municipal area. The Municipality is currently in the process of developing a Disaster 

Management Plan, linked to the ANDM Disaster Management Plan. In recent years, there has been a prevalence of 

disasters, such as, wild fires, flooding, heavy snow and tornados. 

Within Matatiele Local Municipality, the disaster, fire and rescue unit is offering these services emergency and rescue 

services and there are challenges experienced which may hinder the sustainable progress on disaster management. 

These include limited functional and human resources, lack of equipment and tools, awareness on disaster 

management services by the community and lack of support and integration of services from other stakeholders 

To address these challenges, the unit plans to get funds to carry out the proposed projects which will include, training 

of 260 volunteers in the wards, employment of ten (10) fire fighters and also appointment of experts in fire and rescue 

processes. 

 

5.2.18 Cemeteries 

 

Municipal cemeteries in three towns satisfy the existing service demand but there is urgent need to expand current 

capacity and ensure that all communities have access to adequate burial facilities. Cemeteries also need to be secured 

in order to ensure preservation of heritage and prevent vandalism of graves and tombstones. Almost all the rural 

settlements in the study area have cemeteries of various sizes, shapes and capacities. These rural cemeteries are 

informally managed by the local communities. They are also located in places the communities find fit, meaning that 

no proper geo-technical investigations have been carried out to ascertain their suitability in terms of underground 

water contamination. 

 

 

 

5.3 LOCAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (LED)  

The Local Economic Development (LED) of the municipal area consists of the following: 

5.3.1 Agriculture  

 



6 1  |  P a g e 
 

The most common agricultural activities in Matatiele Local Municipality are livestock and crop farming but the 

livestock farming is the dominant activity in the area. The main livestock farming activities in this municipality are 

cattle, sheep and goat farming. The Department of Agriculture provides support for emerging livestock farming in 

the area through various initiatives in the form of stock water-dams and boreholes, dipping tanks, shearing sheds, 

fencing, divisions of livestock camps and veterinary services. Poultry farming, fruit production and bee farming is 

also common in certain parts of the municipality.  

The good quality of soil and favourable rainfall conditions suggest that its agricultural sector has the potential to be 

more productive, efficient and competitive than it is at the moment. In view of the many opportunities and challenges 

facing emerging farmers within the municipality, this sub-section devotes its attention to the discussion of emerging 

farming in the municipality. It is worth pointing out that emerging or semi-commercial farmers are previously 

disadvantaged farmers who aspire to increase their share of the commercial farming market. 

The Department of Agriculture has the following programmes in the municipal area: 

¶ Siyazondla Homestead Food Production (Green revolution) 

¶ Siyakhula Step up Food production Programme 

¶ Massive Food programme 

¶ Mechanisation Conditional Grant Scheme 

¶ Mechanisation Conditional Loan Scheme 

¶ Eastern Cape communal Soil Conservation Scheme 

¶ Land Care Programme 

¶ Soil Conservation Scheme 

¶ Comprehensive Agriculture Support Programme 

¶ Farmer Organisation Development 

¶ Eastern Cape Livestock Production Improvement 

¶ Livestock production Improvement Programme 

 

Cattle farming 

 

A number of emerging livestock farmers in urban areas of Matatiele local municipality rearing cattle for commercial 

purposes and others slaughter them for family consumption. Some farmers sell their cattle to buyers from Durban, 

Howick and Pietermaritzburg in KwaZulu-Natal, and Port Elizabeth in the Eastern Cape through auctions organised 

by the Cedarville Farmers Association. 

Few farmers sell milk within the municipal area. Among their customers are local institutions such as shops and 

individuals in both urban and rural areas. Cattle farming is also a popular economic activity in rural Matatiele LM. 

However, commercial cattle farming activities are very limited in these areas.  

 

Challenges facing emerging cattle farmers 

 

There are a number of challenges that these farmers experience when trying to sell their cattle through these auctions. 

One of them is lack of ownership of selling facilities. Since emerging Matatiele farmers do not own selling facilities, 

such as sale pens, they incur the costs of transporting their cattle to sales pens in Cedarville. Furthermore, since these 

sales pens are owned by the Cedarville Farmers Association, they are charged for keeping their cattle in the sale pens 

during auctions.  In addition, they have to wait for the members of the Cedarville Farmers Association to sell their 

cows first during the auction sales.  As a result, sometimes their cattle do not get sold because the buyers buy all the 
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cattle that they want from the members of the association before their turn to sell those of the emerging farmers. In 

an effort to avoid paying for the transportation of these cattle back to their farms, they often end up settling for the 

next best solution, which is to sell them at low prices.  

Some of the challenges are the following: 

¶ Lack of proper stock-handling facilities,  

¶ Lack of dipping facilities for protecting cows 

against diseases,  

¶ Need for bulls to improve certain types of 

breeds and perpetuate those that are not found in 

large numbers, such as the Nguni breed,  

¶ Shortage of grazing land for some cattle 

including Nguni cattle,  

¶ Need for a feedlot for cows that are raised for 

commercial purposes,  

¶ Lack of modern milking parlour,  

¶ Poor access to economic-enabling physical 

infrastructure, such as electricity, roads and water 

infrastructure, which hamper productivity, 

¶ Limited understanding of modern farming methods and 

practices, which compromises the quality of the cattle 

raised in the municipal area, especially in the rural areas,  

¶ Overgrazing, which increase the risks of:  

o Decreased grass or plant growth and reproduction,  

o Declining land or soil productivity,  

o Soil erosion, and  

o Desertification.  

 

 

Goat and sheep farming 

 

Goat and sheep farming are regarded as important economic activities among the emerging farmers within the 

municipality. They sell live goats and sheep to consumers and slaughter houses in Matatiele town and some of its 

surrounding areas, such as Mount Ayliff. Some of the farmers in the area also shear mohair/wool from the animals 

and sell through brokers such as BKB Limited / Beperk to local manufacturers in Port Elizabeth and Durban and to 

those based in other countries.  

A number of emerging goat producers and goat producer organisations exist in the area. However, commercial goat 

product processing activities are very limited. The meat and/or meat products are also sold in various parts of 

Matatiele LM, including its rural areas. Their skins are also processed into belts and shoes. There is a need however 

to improve facilities and to expand the market by addressing the following challenges: 

¶ Lack of machinery for meat and skin processing and for wool selection, grading and packing,  

¶ Skill shortages,  

¶ Shortage of land space for establishing a slaughter-house and processing plant(s), and  

¶ A generally low demand for goat and sheep products.  
 

Emerging goat and sheep producers in the area need to take advantage of the fact that no value is currently added to 

their farming activities by expanding them to include milk-processing. However, one of the biggest challenges that 

they are currently facing is that lack of modern milking facilities and this may compromise the quality of the milk 

that they may decide to produce. Available opportunities in livestock farming in Matatiele LM include: 

¶ Dairy production  

¶ Red meat production (beef, mutton and goat meat)  

¶ Other cattle, sheep and goat products (leather products, wool, mohair, etc.)  

There are currently 89 000 cattle, 83 000 sheep, 27 000 goats (all excluding commercial farmers) found in Matatiele 

Local municipality (Matatiele IDP 2017-2022). 
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Implications of livestock farming for LED  

¶ LED planning should take into consideration the vast potential that the agricultural sector has in dairy and red 

meat production, processing of livestock products and honey, and crop and fruit production. There is a need for 

projects aimed at taking advantage of these opportunities. 

¶ Lack of stock-handling, selling and dipping facilities, modern milking parlors impact negatively on the demand 

for and quality of local cattle. 

¶ There is a serious problem of skills shortage in raising cattle in the rural areas of Matatiele LM. It compromises 

the quality of the cattle raised in these areas. One major challenge is that good quality cattle breeds are 

compromised by regular mixing of cattle during breeding periods. This lowers the demand for the cattle that are 

born in the process. Training is necessary to address these problems. There are also skills shortages in raising 

goats for commercial purposes in various parts of the municipality. 

¶ There is a need for sales pens in Matatiele Town. Transporting cattle to sales pens in Cedarville is costly.  

Sometimes these cattle do not even find buyers during the Cedarville auction sales. 

¶ Lack of machinery for goat and sheep meat and skin processing, wool/mohair selection, grading and packing 

forces local goat/sheep producers to sell only live meat and unprocessed goat/sheep fur. 

¶ There are skills shortages in raising goats for commercial purposes in the municipality. These problems should 

be treated as a matter of urgency. 

¶  There is a need to construct crop storage silos for protecting maize produced (and other crops) in rural Matatiele 

LM from bad weather. Due to lack of silos, farmers have often sold their maize at prices lower than their market 

values.  The rationale here has been to sell them before bad weather damages them. 

Crop farming 

 

Crop farming include the cultivation of various crops such as maize, wheat, sorghum, beans, soya beans, canola, 

potatoes, butternut, green leafy vegetables (cabbage, spinach, turnip etc.),green, red and yellow pepper and 

sunflower. 

Many emerging farmers grow a variety of crops, including grains (maize, wheat, and sorghum), highly perishable 

vegetables such as green, leafy vegetables (cabbage, spinach, turnip, etc.), other vegetables such as red, yellow and 

green pepper, as well as beans, potatoes, canola, butternut, sunflower sorghum beans, soya beans and hemp. 

The markets for those who sell vegetables include local formal businesses, such as hypermarkets, including Spar, 

Shoprite and Pickô nô Pay, local vegetable vendors and vegetable traders from Lesotho. In addition, there are 

opportunities for them to supply of crops/vegetables to local orphanages, hospitals and some primary schools. The 

availability of water resources in various parts of Matatiele LM, such as rivers, streams and wetlands, the good quality 

of its soil and rainfall render the area suitable for large-scale production of the above-mentioned crops. Despite this 

potential, Matatiele LM agricultural crop sales have been ranked among the lowest in the country for many years.  

Challenges faced by emerging crop farmers 

 

Among the challenges that emerging crop farmers experience are: 

¶ Lack of storage facilities for the preservation of crop products, especially maize: Many rural farmers who 

produce excess maize are forced to sell it at prices lower than its market value because they do not have 

storage facilities to protect it against harsh weather conditions and some insects,  

¶ Lack of fuel (e.g. diesel) and/or electricity for the very few who own farming equipment  
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¶ Absence of milling plants in areas where they are needed the most: Mafube, Belfort in Ward 08 are among 

the areas that can benefit greatly from milling facilities,  

¶ The existence of a vast area of under-utilised agricultural land under-utilised in many parts of the municipal 

area: Limited access to land due to lack of title deeds and on-going land claims hamper crop production and 

productivity in this municipal area,  

¶ Many emerging farmers who have been granted permission to use land in the rural areas for growing crops 

do not have modern farming machinery such as tractors and implements: As a result, they do not participate 

in most local projects, including those in the rural areas,  

¶ Subsistence crop farming, especially in the rural areas 

 

Fruit production 

 

Matatiele LM has fertile soil, particularly in the Ongeluksnek area, where soil is good for a variety of fruits. There is 

good potential for large-scale production of a variety of fruits for commercial purposes. They include: apples, citrus 

fruit, peaches, pears, apricots and grapes. 

Honey production 

 

Matatiele LM also has the potential to benefit economically from bee farming. There are many bees living in the 

mountains that surround the municipal area, including those closest to the Matatiele town area. Several business 

people are already involved in the bee production business. However, the honey production sub-sector is hugely 

underdeveloped and efforts have not yet been made to retain them, since they move from place to place. One way of 

doing this is to plant sunflowers where they are found in large numbers. 

 

Subsistence agriculture  

 

Subsistence farming is practiced in the municipal area although it is affected by a number of various issues, such as 

heavy winter frost/snow and soil erosion. Arable land is allocated to families by a Traditional Authority; however 

grazing land is utilized in a free range management system. Fences are mostly absent and land is utilized without any 

grazing management strategy. 

 

Table 5-13: Availability of agricultural land in communal areas 

Agricultural Land by Traditional Authorities  

Area Agricultural Land (ha ) Village (ha) Other Land Uses (ha) 

Bakoena-Fle 15 468 4 722 55 984 

Ludidi-Kwab 2 283 2 564 22 247 

Lupindo-Mata 1 343 2 009 15 722 

Malubelube-Mata 308 1 533 5 939 

Manguzela-Mata 2 647 1 661 7 795 

Matandela-Kwab 0 628 5 910 

Matandela-Mata 1 269 307 2 171 

Mosesh-Basoto-Mata 4 175 4 407 52 798 

Mzongwana-Mata 4 270 2 531 16 328 

Sibi-Bahlakoana-Mata 2 821 1 199 11 947 

Sibi-Mata 2 115 2 590 9 808 

Matatiele Agricultural Area 17 976 747 175 523 

Source: Matatiele Local Municipality SDF (2014) 
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Plan 5-5: Agriculture Potential 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Matatiele SDF (2014) 

 

5.4 LAND CAPABILITY  

Land Capability is determined by the collective effects of soil, terrain and climatic features. It indicates the most 

intensive long-term and sustainable use of land for rain-fed agriculture and at the same time highlights the permanent 

limitations associated with the different land use classes as indicated in plan below. It is therefore a more general 

term and conservation oriented than land suitability. The land capability in Matatiele LM is indicated in Table 5-14 

below. 

Table 5-14: Land Capability Classification 

Class Classification 

I Land in Class I has few limitations that restrict use but it suites agricultural activities such as arable 

crop farming. This class is currently found in Matatiele municipal area. 

II  Land in Class II has some limitations that reduce the choice of plants or require moderate conservation 

practices. This class is currently found in Matatiele municipal area. 

III  Land in Class III has severe limitations that reduce the choice of plants or require special conservation 

practices, or both. This class is found in Matatiele municipal area 

IV  Land in IV has severe limitations that reduce the choice of plants, require very careful management, or 

both. It may be used for cultivating crops, but more careful management is required. This class is 

currently found in Matatiele municipal area. 

V Land in Class V has little or no erosion hazard but has other limitations impractical to remove that limit 

the use largely to pasture, range, woodland or wildlife food and cover. This class is currently found in 

Matatiele municipal area. 
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Class Classification 

VI Land in Class VI has severe limitations that make it generally unsuited to cultivation and limit its use 

largely to pasture and range, woodland or wildlife cover. This class is found in Matatiele municipality. 

VII  Land in Class VII has a severe limitation that makes it unsuitable for cultivation and that restricts its 

use largely to grazing, woodland and wildlife. This class is found across Matatiele municipality. 

VIII  Land in Class VIII has limitations that preclude its use for commercial plant production and restrict use 

to recreation, wildlife, water supply or aesthetic. This class is currently found in Matatiele municipal 

area. 

 

Potential Land Use Per Land Capability Class (Source: Agricultural Research Council) 

Land Capability Intensity of use for rain-fed agriculture 
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Source: Matatiele SDF (2014) 

This is a very strong form-giving element as it does not only restricts the range of agricultural activities for which 

the area can be used, but it also impacts on the patterns of settlement of the local community, and limits access to 

and between various parts of the municipal area. Additionally, the topographical features of the area also contribute 

to the economy of the municipality in the form of agricultural and tourism activities. 

 

Plan 5-6: Land Capability 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 7  |  P a g e 
 

 

 

 

Plan 5-7: Land Suitability 

 

5.4.1 Tourism 

 

The abundant natural and scenic beauty that Matatiele LM has makes it an area of high tourism potential. Among its 

attractive features are its wide open spaces, mountainous terrain, rivers, scenic botanic features, flora and fauna 

(biodiversity), wetlands, picnic spots, birds, including special bird species, and snowy winters. In addition, Matatiele 

LM is home to diverse cultures making. These features provide opportunities for the growth or expansion of the 

following existing forms of tourism in the municipality: 

¶ Nature-based tourism: The municipality boasts several unspoiled environments with a diversity of naturally 

occurring attractions.  

¶ Cultural tourism : There are opportunities for the showcasing of the various cultures that exist in the 

municipality.  

¶ Agricultural tourism : A number of festivals, all of which are associated with farms and agriculture, have been 

held in the municipality. They include agricultural shows, pumpkin festivals, fruit festivals, flower festivals, 

bird watching trips, hikes and wagon rides. The development of the educational aspect of this form of tourism 

should be considered since it has the potential to attract more tourists.  

¶ Bird -watching/ Avitourism: Since bird-watching has become one of the fastest growing recreational activities 

that attract international tourists, it can be used for boosting the economic performance of the municipality. One 
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of the conditions for the success of avi-tourism in this municipality is that habitat protection and environmental 

education are incorporated into the strategic documents of the municipality.  

¶ Eco and Adventure Tourism: The area has the potential to become one of the most important eco-tourism and 

adventure travel tourist destinations in the country. Existing activities include rafting, hiking and 4X4 trips 

through the mountain passes that form the border between the municipality and the Southern districts of Lesotho. 

Qachas' Nek, Ramatseliso Pass and Ongeluksnek provide access to Lesotho.  

¶ Winter Tourism : Since snow is often experienced in winter, the municipality may consider exploring the 

possibility of introducing skiing as one of the tourism activities in the municipal area, 

¶ The Rural Nature of Matatiele: The rural setting of Matatiele renders it suitable for the development of tourism 

that is nature based, utilises the environment as a key resource, and places people development at the core of the 

planned tourism enterprises. 

5.4.2 Challenges facing the tourism sector 

Matatiele LMôs tourism sector faces a number of challenges and it includes:  

¶ Poor tourism infrastructure along the R56 leading to the municipality. There is a general lack of services that most 

tourists may require, such as fuel, banking, restaurants and rest stops with internet services.  Matatiele town is the 

only place that comes close but is still lacking in some of these facilities.  

¶ There is also a general lack of outlets that cater for the foreign tourist market, including backpackers and adventure 

travelers. 

¶ Public transportation problems: Lack of public transportation in the Alfred Nzo District, including Matatiele LM, 

hampers tourism progress.  In addition, there are no well-defined places for vehicles to stop and for tourists to get 

off and stretch their legs.  Furthermore, the poor condition of many local roads discourages self-drive. 

¶ Lack of signage to encourage self-drive, 

¶ Land disputes, which have led to very slow allocation of land for tourism development, 

¶ Generally poor infrastructure and lack of maintenance (roads, water, information, communications, shopping, 

quality of accommodation, etc.), 

¶ Lack of knowledge or understanding of tourism opportunities and threats facing local people. 

 

5.4.3 Forestry 

 

Matatiele LM is one of the municipalities in the province that have areas that are biophysically suitable for 

commercial forestry. The total number of community forestry plantations in Matatiele LM was 408 (Matatiele LM 

LED Strategy, 2010). While none of them were owned by private individuals, 400 were state owned. Only 8 were 

owned by local communities. In terms of percentages, while privately-owned plantations accounted by 0% of the 

total number of plantations in the municipality, 98.0% were owned by the state (i.e. the municipality). Those that 

were owned by local communities accounted for only 2.0% of the total number of plantations in the municipality. 

Table 5-15 below is a tabular presentation of the distribution of Matatieleôs forestry plantations by ownership in 

2010. It also presents the same distributions for Alfred Nzo DM and Umzimvubu LM.  

Table 5-15: Breakdown of Forestry Plantations in Matatiele and Surrounding Areas 
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Ownership of Forestry Plantations in Alfred Nzo District 

Ownership Matatiele LM  Umzimvubu LM Alfred Nzo DM 

Total No of 

plantations in 

Matatiele LM 

% of 

plantations in 

Matatiele LM 

No of 

plantations in 

Umzimvubu 

LM 

% of plantations 

in Umzimvubu 

LM 

No of 

plantations in 

Alfred Nzo DM 

% of plantations 

in Alfred Nzo 

DM 

Private  0 0 419 14.9 419 13.0 

State  400 98.0 2 182 77.8 2 582 80.4 

Community  8 2.0 203 7.2 211 6.6 

Total  408 100.0 2 804 100.0 3 212 100.0 

Source: Matatiele Local Municipality LED Strategy (2010) 

The government, being the main facilitator of development and owner of the majority of forestry plantations in the 

area, has an indispensable role to play in the development of the local forestry sector. This includes the facilitation 

of the process of converting of some of the plantations that it owns into commercial forestry plantations through: 

¶ Speedy processing of applications for commercialisation of local natural forests and plantations,  

¶ Expediting of the process of transferring forests and forestry plantations to private operators,  

¶ Feasibility studies and environmental impact assessments, and  

¶ The development of policies and by-laws.  

 

Potential for Afforestation 

Currently, none of Matatieleôs 408 forestry plantations are used for commercial purposes. And as a result, no formal 

processing of timber products takes place in the municipality. The five (5) plantations that are currently in operation 

are woodland plantations. A total of seven (7) people are employed in these plantations. 

An assessment of the Eastern Capeôs forestry potential done in 2007 identified 269,238 hectares within the 

Department of Water and Forestryôs Water Management Area 12 (WMA 12) in Matatiele LM as having potential for 

commercial forestation. About 6.80% of this land area was identified as having ógoodô potential for forestation. The 

remaining 250,928 hectares, or 93.20% of the total land area in question, was classified as having ómoderateô 

potential. Table 5:16 below is a tabular presentation of these data. 

Table 5-16: Matatieleôs Forestry Sector Potential 

District 

Municipality  

Local  

Municipality  

Forestry Potential (Hectares) 

Good Moderate Total 15% 

Alfred Nzo Matatiele 

Umzimvubu 

18310 

27746 

250928 

131288 

269238 

159035 

40386 

23855 

Sub Total 46056 382217 428273 64241 

Source: Matatiele Local Municipality LED (2010) 

The following is a list of forestry products that can be produced from the natural forests and forestry plantations in 

Matatiele LM: 

¶ Timber Products  

o Manufacture of furniture, poles (e.g. sign-posts), etc. 

o  Manufacture of charcoal from timber waste products 

¶ Non-Timber Forest Products (closely related to natural forests and forestry plantations) 

o Beekeeping and honey production 

o  Basket-making  

o Picking and packaging of edible plants  

o Ferns, foliage and flowers  
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o Hiking trails 

o  Medicinal plants  

o Picking and packaging of mushrooms 

In response to the official recognition of Matatiele LM forestry sector growth potential, a number of applications for 

the use of some forestry plantations in Matatiele LM for commercial purposes were approved by the provincial 

Department of Agriculture and Forestry in recent years. Plans are underway for implementation of forestry projects. 

Amongst other Forestry Projects, there is also Klein Jonas Forestry project supported by SAPPI, in ward 11. In spite 

of many proposals for the commercialisation of some forestry plantations in the area being approved by the 

Municipality, there are concerns over the potential negative impact of some of them on the supply of water.  
 

Challenges facing the forestry sector 

In spite of many proposals for the commercialisation of some forestry plantations in the area being approved by the 

Municipality, there are concerns over the potential negative impact of some of them on the supply of water.  Some 

of them are said to be located on some of the municipalityôs sources of water.  Since some of the trees found near 

some of these areas are known to consume a lot of water, the likelihood that they will cause a reduction of the amount 

of water flowing to certain parts of the municipality is believed to be high. If this happens, some of the development-

oriented activities, such as agricultural and manufacturing processes might be negatively affected by water shortages. 

It is also believed that they will have a huge negative impact on the tourism potential of the municipal area since 

some tourist attractions, including fishing rivers, need a constant supply of water. See Plan 5-8 below. 

 

Plan 5-8: Forest Plantations 

 
 

¶ Threats Facing the Forestry Sector  
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Like many other forestry plantations, Matatieleôs natural forests and forestry plantations face a number of threats, 

including: fire, disease, drought, strong winds, snow, trespassing by livestock, and vandalism.  

5.4.4 Commerce 

 

Some progress has been made as far as developing the commerce sector of Matatiele.  However, this industry is still 

far from being fully developed.  Formal business in Matatiele consists mainly of retail and commercial farming 

businesses. As far as the former are concerned, supermarkets, clothing stores and spaza shops are the most common 

types of business in the rural areas of this municipality. It is important to note that many businesses people are 

members of sectorally-organised business co-operatives. Table 5:17 below lists some of the most common ones in 

the urban areas. 

 

Table 5-17: Types of Entrepreneurs in Matatiele LM 

Type of Business Type of Business  Type of Business  

Retail (Takeïaway, liquor stores, 

wholesalers, bakeries, clothing stores, 

butcheries, etc.) 

Catering businesses Architects 

Hair salons Carpentry Painting contractors 

Petrol filling stations Bed and Breakfast News paper vendors 

Cell phone shops Internet cafes Manufactures(cleaning detergents) 

Repair services Driving schools Appliances repairs 

Dress-makers Pharmacies Shoe repairs 

Internet café/ printing/  

copying, stationery 

Tent hire Car repair shops (mechanics, panel 

beaters, etc.) 

Book stores Tourism agents Furniture shops 

Photo studios Video hire Estate agents 

Property leasing agents Taverns Funeral parlors 

Jewellers Spaza shops Bed and Breakfasts/Guesthouses 

Private Doctors/Surgeries Butcheries Hardware centres 

Driving schools Funeral parlors Petrol filling stations 

Source: Matatiele Local Municipality LED (2010) & SDF (2014) 

 

The area still faces the challenge of lack of formal shopping areas. While there are many informal businesses in the 

major centres of the municipality, which function as retail businesses, there is a shortage of retail services in the rural 

areas. Thus, many of the shopping needs of Matatiele LM communities have not yet been provided for and require 

attention. Matatiele town is the hub for commercial services. People from rural area within the municipality come to 

this town for day to day services such as buying groceries and household supplies. 
 

The second most preferred shopping area is Kokstad in the KwaZulu-Natal Province, where clothing is the most 

preferred item, followed by shoes and furniture. Very few of the people buy shopping items from Cedarville and 

Maluti towns but these mini towns do not have banking facilities, retail stores and super markets. This implies that 

the variety of goods and services sold in these towns are very limited. 

 

A number of businesses and/or business services that are not found or limited within the Local Municipal area 

include: 

¶ Suppliers of agricultural inputs: Farmers buy supplies from other municipalities, such as GKM in Local 

Municipal area in KwaZulu-Natal;  

¶ A tourism information or support office : A tourism office is needed for the provision of assistance to 

tourists;  
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¶ Limited Forex services: since most local banks do not offer forex services, international tourists have to 

travel to the other commercial centres outside the LM for foreign currency exchange. 

Businesses in rural Matatiele LM  

The dominant businesses in the rural areas are ñspazaò shops and (general dealers), transport businesses, cultural and 

eco-tourism activities, small-scale agricultural production and wood processing. One of the major challenges that 

they face is that their generally low density in these areas and a dispersed business population undermine their ability 

to access and benefit from knowledge transfer, which can help them grow. 

 

Challenges faced by Local Entrepreneurs 

 

Although efforts by the Department of Trade and Industry to promote co-operatives throughout the country have 

received a positive response from many local business people, many co-operatives have not yet made a significant 

positive impact on economic development in the municipality. One of their biggest challenges is that they receive 

very limited support from the local municipality. Table 5:18 lists the challenges that the representatives of the local 

businesses face during the surveyed regarding impediments to the successful operations of their businesses. 

Table 5-18: Challenges experienced by local businesses 

Challenges % Challenge % 

Financial problems/Inadequate funding 
11.32 

Transport problems 
3.77 

Stiff Competition  
13.21 

Untrustworthy customers 
4.72 

Lack of customers/low demand 6.60 Untrustworthy staff 2.83 

Lack of access to municipal services, especially water and 

electricity 8.49 

Lack of security 

2.83 

Low profitability 
4.72 

High cost of living 
1.89 

Unskilled skilled staff 
1.89 

Strikes in Matatiele 
2.83 

Shoplifting 5.66 No response 5.66 

Lack of access to financial assistance (loans) 

4.72 

Irrelevant answers 

5.66 

Poor budgeting 
3.77 

No challenges 
3.77 

Suppliers too far away 
5.66 

 
 

Total = 100% 

Source: Matatiele Local Municipality LED (2010) 

 

In addition to these challenges, some locals believe that Chinese businesses and, to a lesser extent, some businesses 

owned by citizens of some African countries, have a negative impact on the growth of local businesses. In their view, 

the quality of Chinese products is mostly poor and often fake copies of some of the brands that they themselves sell. 

As a result, they sell them at cheaper prices. This lowers the demand for goods sold by local businesses and deprives 

them of the opportunity to grow. 

 

5.4.5 SMMEôs and Co-operatives 

 

The number of co-operatives within the municipality has increased since the initiative started, although the growth 

is not as great. The challenges are experienced and seem to hinder the growth of co-operatives:  
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¶ Lack of information of funding opportunities  

¶ Uncertainty  

¶ Stiff competition  

¶ Lack of financial assistance 

¶ Lack of skills  

¶ Access to suppliers  

 

Financial institutions are reluctant to lend local entrepreneurs money to start or expand businesses because of their 

lack of access to land: Many applications for land are generally not successful due to on-going land claims. 

 

 

 

5.4.6 Construction 

 

The construction sector in the Matatiele LM has been growing in recent year due to the infrastructural development 

initiatives in the towns and surrounding areas. These initiatives include among other, buildings and construction of 

roads. This growth of the sector has created business opportunities for young entrepreneurs who specialise in 

building, production of blocks and bricks, sand mining and other raw materials. Although the sector is growing, there 

are still challenges such as limited access to other materials such as steel and cement which are not supplied locally. 

 

Unemployment is also a challenge especially among the youth within the municipality and this is not uncommon 

trend as this is witnessed in the country as a whole. Young people are unable to get jobs at a desired rate within this 

in some instances due to lack of skills. In the municipality there are limited suppliers of materials locally, the demand 

is higher than the supply, even with the supply of blocks and bricks, and this therefore presents an opportunity for 

growth and development of young entrepreneurs into this sector. 

 

During the community engagements conducted by the municipality, it has been identified that there are various 

challenges which young and emerging entrepreneurs face within the construction sector which include among others; 

limited access to funding opportunities to grow their businesses. For examples, during these engagements the 

following suppliers were among the young entrepreneurs starting up and needing funding: Imida ï Yam 

Developments (PTY) Ltd, which deals with all types of construction work such as Civils and building (concrete works. 

General building, sanitation, water, guard rails roads etc.). The company also manufactures hollow building blocks 

and provides transport service (8 ton drop side truck). Another is Siyavuva Construction which provides welding 

services as well as the distribution of welding supplies to individuals and contractors, schools and hardwareôs. 

 

The construction sector within the municipality has the potential to provide more job opportunities based on the 

rapidly increasing fiscal allocations for public infrastructure. 

 

5.4.7 Manufacturing  

 

Matatieleôs manufacturing sector offers a number of services. Agri-processing is one of them and the current activities 

that fall under agri-processing include yoghurt-making and small scale dairy product production.  

Below is an overview of the opportunities and challenges facing the manufacturing sector. 

Opportunities in manufacturing sector 
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These include the processing of wool and mohair into warm clothing since Matatiele LM is characterised by 

extremely cold winters. Other products that can be produced include charcoal, which can be produced from waste 

timber produced in this municipal area.  

Challenges facing manufacturing sector 

 

Among the major challenges that the manufacturing industry in Matatiele LM is facing is the generally low skills 

level. In some instances, the quality of products has been found to be poor. This has not only lowered their demand, 

but also increased the cost of producing them. Another challenge is that there is a general lack of innovation. It has 

been discovered that instead of producing what is not available in the municipality, a considerable number of local 

manufacturers produce the same types of products. Examples include corrugated water tanks and óSeshoeshoeô 

garments.  Another major challenge is limited of access to land for the manufacturing firms, including wood 

processing firms, brick-making and so on. 

5.4.8 The informal sector 

 

In urban parts of Matatiele LM, such as Matatiele town and surrounding areas, Cedarville and Maluti, are heterogenic 

and ranges from street traders to mechanics. Since it falls outside the regulatory environment within which formal 

businesses operate, it poses a number of challenges. These include health problems and blocking of pavements and 

access to formal businesses nearby. These risks make it difficult for the government to offer sufficient support and 

protection to the local informal traders. There are many informal traders in the municipality who still operate in a 

dysfunctional uncoordinated environment that is characterised by lack of access to trading facilities, markets and 

other important commercial services.  

 

Those who have been provided with shelter and other necessary facilities still face challenges, some of which have 

a huge significant impact on their businesses. They include the fact that the metal facilities that they have been 

provided with do not provide protection from bad weather and that their design does not offer adequate security. 

Some informal traders in major centres, such as Matatiele town, trade at taxi ranks and other places that attract many 

people. The informal economy of Matatiele LM supports the livelihoods of many residents. There is therefore a need 

for the municipality to provide more support in terms of more proper facilities to trade amongst other things. 

 

5.4.9 Mining  

Quarrying  

Little quarrying activity takes place in the municipality.  However, the majority of operators, a significant number of 

them are not registered.  The stone that is extracted is used in road construction projects and in building houses. There 

is a potential for exporting the stone to various parts of the country for building purposes.   

Sand Mining  

Since there is an abundance of river sand in the municipality, sand mining is a common activity in the municipality. 

Most of the sand obtained from the local river banks is exported to other municipalities for construction purposes.  

Matatiele Municipality LED Strategy (2010) indicates that there are a number of environmental management areas 

and eco-tourism with the potential for diamond, coal and paraffin mining exist in Wards 8 and 24. Its recommendation 

in this regard is that detailed investigations into these potentials should be undertaken.  

5.4.10 Implications for Local Economic Development: construction, mining and manufacturing sectors 
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Construction:  This industry has the potential to provide employment for some local people.  Both the demand for 

housing delivery (human settlements) and for retail infrastructure are likely to boost employment and the contribution 

of this sector to the economy of the municipality. 

Mining:   There is a need to integrate those who are involved in quarrying activities yet they are not registered as 

legal operators.    

Manufacturing:   Taking advantage of existing opportunities in the manufacturing sector, such, the processing of 

goat, sheep and forestry products, as well as products associated with natural forests and forestry plantations, will 

boost the contribution of manufacturing to the economic development. 

This sector faces the challenge of low skills levels.  Since this sometimes compromises the quality of the 

manufacturing products, attention should be given to providing those working in this sector with training that is 

relevant to the activities they are involved in.  Failure to address this problem can lead to a reduction in the demand 

for local manufacturing products. The problem of lack of innovation, which is evident from the manufacturing of 

many similar products in the municipality, also needs to be addressed through provision of skills training. 

5.5 BIO-PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT  

 

5.5.1 Topography 

 

Topography and slope within Matatiele Municipality varies from very steep gradients of 1:1.5 to a relatively gentle 

slope of less than 1:7 at the foothills of the mountain and river plans (See Plan 5-9). Matatiele Municipality consists 

of two topographical regions, that is:  

¶ A central plateau with relatively good soils and intermediate rainfall supporting a mixed agriculture with a 

lower population density; and  

¶ A high plateau leading up to the Drakensberg Mountains with relatively good soils, a high rainfall supporting 

a mixed agriculture with a lower population density.  

Very steep terrain occurs mainly along the western boundary as an extension of the Drakensberg Range and also 

along the south-eastern boundary. The farming areas that surround Cedarville and Matatiele tend to have a much 

gentle gradient. This is considered beneficial for possible future expansion of these urban areas and consolidation of 

commercial agriculture. Some of the rural settlements are located in the hilltop areas which renders access and 

delivery of services a major challenge. On the other hand, steep slopes, incised river valleys and the plateau create 

splendid scenery, and give the area a comparative advantage in terms of tourism development. 
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Plan 5-9: Topography 

 

5.5.2 Soil 

 

Matatiele Municipality is located on Karoo sediments, the south western portion on grey and reddish-brown Adelaide 

mud and sandstone, and in a north-westerly direction, followed by fine-grained Tarkastad sandstone and mudstone, 

course grained Molteno sandstone and by maroon, green or grey Elliot sediments. Later intrusions of dolerite are 

found throughout the municipal area. Alluvium is found along the Kinira and Tswereka rivers west of Matatiele and 

north of Cedarville. The soil types generally associated with these geological formations are: Sedimentary rock (Ecca 

mud and Sandstone); Dolerite, and Alluvium.  

 

Sedimentary rockï is a shallow greyish brown and yellow-brown soil on partially weathered rock. They may have 

prominent bleached layers in the upper subsoil. The latter in particular are extremely erodible and should normally 

not be cultivated. Rocky outcrops are common. Much of these soils in the study area is cultivated or was cultivated 

in the past. According to the Natural Resource Conservation Act and subsequent legislation pertaining to the Eastern 

Cape, most of the soil in this category should not be cultivated, while some soil forms, only if the slope is less than 

12%. Soils on plateaus are sometimes deeper and sandier with neocutanic properties and may have water tables that 

are perched. Because of their position on the landscape they are less erodible. They are normally arable provided the 

slope is less than 12% be the upper limit.  

Alluvial soils are widely found along the major rivers and on the broad valley floor between Matatiele to the east of 

Cedarville. They consist of sandy and loamy soils that are deep or moderately deep with a granular or poorly 

developed blocky structure. Because of the even slopes on which they occur, they may have perched water tables in 

the lower laying topographical units. Because of the even topography the rivers meander and much of the soils have 

wetland properties (grey matrix colours on the subsoil that is gleyed below 500mm). These are normally high 

potential soil if not waterlogged. Most of the irrigated land falls in this group. 
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5.5.3 Geology 

 

Matatiele Municipality is located on Karoo sediments, the south western portion on grey and reddish-brown Adelaide 

mud and sandstone, and in a north-westerly direction, followed by fine-grained Tarkastad sandstone and mudstone, 

course grained Molteno sandstone and by maroon, green or grey Elliot sediments. Later intrusions of dolerite are 

found throughout the municipal area. See plan below. 

Plan 5-10: Geology 

 

5.5.4 Vegetation Type 

 

Matatiele falls generally within the Sub-Escarpment Grassland Bioregion and the Drakensberg Grassland Bioregion. 

There are 5 main vegetation types found in Matatiele Municipality, namely: Lesotho Highland Basalt Grassland at 

highest altitude, to Southern Drakensburg Highland Grasslands, East Griqualand Grassland and finally Drakensburg 

Foothill Moist Grasslands at lower altitudes. Within this pattern, Mabela Sandy Grasslands occur in two sections of 

alluvial/ saturated soils, see Table 5-19 and Plan 5-11. 

 

¶ Drakensberg Foothill Moist Grassland 

The vegetation type is moderately rolling and mountainous, much incised by river gorges of drier vegetation types 

and by forest, and covered in forb-rich grassland dominated by short bunch grasses including Themeda triandra and 

Tristachya leucothrix. Drakensberg Foothill Moist Grassland is considered Least Threatened. 

¶ Mabela Sandy Grassland 
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The Mabela Sandy Grassland vegetation type is characterised by flat valley basins with a relatively high proportion 

of poorly drained soils with a generally low nutrient status. The vegetation is characteristically dominated by species-

poor, low tussock dominated, sour grasslands without indigenous trees and with Sporobolus pyramidalis and Aristida 

junciformis as indicator species 

According to Mucina and Rutherford (2006, updated 2012), some portion of Matatiele Municipality are fall within 

the Grassland Biome, within the Sub-Escarpment Grassland Bioregion, and within the Mabela Sandy Grassland 

vegetation type. This vegetation type is listed as vulnerable with only a very small part statutorily conserved in the 

Malekgonyane (Ongeluksnek) Wildlife Reserve. More than 20% is already transformed for cultivation (maize) and 

by urban sprawl. Threats to the remaining grasslands are heavy selective grazing by livestock, particularly in 

communal areas. 

¶ Lesotho Highland Basalt Grassland  

Lesotho Highland Basalt Grassland occurs above the slopes and C3 grasses become dominant. These Festuca-

Merxmellera grasses are shorter and less palatable.   The vegetation unit includes a small area of high-altitude 

sandstone (up to about 2 600 m) (Mucina and Rutherford, 2006). Lesotho Highland Basalt Grassland is listed as least 

threatened with a national conservation target of 27%. Only slightly more than 1% is statutorily conserved in the 

Malekgonyane (Ongeluksnek) Wildlife Reserve). 

¶ East Griqualand Grassland 

East Griqualand Grassland is found on sloping hills and incised valleys and is dominated by shrubland with grasses 

and dwarf shrubs. East Griqualand Grassland is considered as ñvulnerableò by SANBI. 

East Griqualand (making up 57% of the area) and Mabela Sandy Grasslands (making up 10.8% of the area) are 

classified as vulnerable vegetation types in a national biodiversity context. Both these vegetation types are classified 

as ñHardly Protectedò in terms of protection within declared reserves. In terms of Area Based Planning, ideally 

widespread development in endangered and vulnerable areas should be avoided or conducted in an environmentally 

sensitive manner. 

Table 5-19: Conservation and protection Status of vegetation types within Matatiele LM. 

Name Conservation 

Status 

Group Protection 

Status 

Area 

(ha) 

% 

area 

Drakensberg Foothill Moist 

Grassland 

Least threatened Sub-Escarpment 

Grassland Bioregion 

Poorly 

protected 

59411 13.7 

East Griqualand Grassland Vulnerable Sub-Escarpment 

Grassland Bioregion 

Hardly 

protected 

248828 57.2 

Lesotho Highland Basalt Grassland Least threatened Drakensberg Grassland 

Bioregion 

Hardly 

protected 

20 939 4.8 

Mabela Sandy Grassland Vulnerable Sub-Escarpment 

Grassland Bioregion 

Hardly 

protected 

47058 10.8 

Southern Drakensberg Highland 

Grassland 

Least threatened Drakensberg Grassland 

Bioregion 

Poorly 

protected 

58 908 13.5 

Source: South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) Report (2013) 
 

Plan 5-11: Vegetation Type 



7 9  |  P a g e 
 

 
 

5.5.5 Hydrology  

 

The Matatiele area falls within the Mzimvubu to Keiskamma Water Management Area (WMA) which has the highest 

mean annual runoff in South Africa, and equates to almost 15% of the total river flow in the country. Matatiele Local 

Municipality has Kinira River, Mvenyane River and Umzimvubu River rises from the Matatiele region. 

Matatiele Municipality is supported by two main dams, which are the Bedford Dam at Mafube village and Mountain 

Dam which serve Matatiele town with water, serve as main water supply schemes for the area and therefore serve as 

water supply for both domestic and agricultural use in the area. The boreholes, rivers and dams within the Matatiele 

municipal area are the main water sources for domestic water supply and for agricultural activities. 

Numerous wetlands are located within the municipal area. The upper section of the Umzimvubu catchment in the 

Matatiele Local Municipality hosts as much as 42 765 ha of wetland. See Plan below.  
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Plan 5-12: Hydrology ï Rivers & Wetlands 

 

5.5.6 Land cover 

 

The land cover within Matatiele is dominated by unimproved grasslands and degraded grasslands. 111,928 ha 

(25.7%) within the municipality is covered by degraded grasslands, which are generally associated with high levels 

of soil erosion and gulling, and low livestock carrying capacities. Such degradation leads to siltation in water bodies, 

and general loss of ecosystem integrity within rivers and terrestrial areas. 56.1% of the municipality has retained its 

natural or near natural state (in other words unimproved grassland, water-bodies, wetlands etc). The concerning 

corollary is that 43.9% of the area is in a non-natural, transformed or degraded state (in other words urban/settlement 

areas, cultivated land, plantation and degraded grassland etc). This implies that a large proportion of the municipality 

has more or less lost its original ecosystem functioning and biodiversity status. 

 

5.5.7 Climate 

 

The southern portion has a moderate climate with an average maximum in summer of 26°C which then falls to 1°C 

in mid-winter. The average temperature at Matatiele is four degrees colder with an average maximum of 17°C in 

January which falls to 2°C in June. Minimum temperatures can fall well below zero. The mountainous areas south 

of Matatiele and the border region in the north eastern parts can expect frost for more than 75 days. Snow at the latter 

is common.  See Plans 5-13 to 5-15. 

 

Average annual rainfall ranges from below 550 mm to more than 1 000 mm per year. A typical summer rainfall 

pattern commences in October and continues through to April. A rain shadow is experienced in the northern valley 

area south of Cedarville and Matatiele. This is also where the reliability of the rain is at its lowest and the chances of 

consistently high crop yields are lowest. Runoff is exceedingly high in most of the study area because of poor 

vegetation cover. This has increased soil erosion. 
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Plan 5-13: Temperature (Max) 

 
Plan 5-14: Temperature (Min) 

 
 

Plan 5-15: Rainfall 














































































































































































































































































































































