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MATATIELE OPEN SPACE POLICY(MOSP) 

1. Background

The MOSP) and does not exist in the Municipality. In the context of Matatiele’s relatively hot, cold and moist climate the value and the importance of hard and soft open space cannot be over emphasized.  This is particularly important in previously disadvantaged areas where facilities of this nature are lacking.  

Presently the Community Services Department  is managing and maintaining parks, open spaces and recreational facilities. The map in its various categories shows that developed open spaces are not evenly distributed in the municipal area.

2. Purpose

The purpose of the  policy is to ensure a sustainable use of all Municipal Open Space for Matatiele. The open spaces will be identified and classified as per the criteria: Open Spaces to be kept as part of the permanent Open Spaces and Open Spaces that can be alienated (disposed).

 Open spaces: 
· Have little evidence of human disturbance; 
· Contributes to the protection of biodiversity; 
· Has high conservation value and habitat diversity; and 
· Has natural land cover attributes.


3. Process

The assessment and valuation of  zoned open spaces-hard and soft open spaces will be undertaken, the result of which will be a map showing all open spaces and their value. This  includes  open spaces that have been developed and undeveloped, This will provide the information necessary to formulate a development program concentrating on areas where facilities are lacking.  This development program will include green belts, riverine areas and where housing development is to take place, open spaces will be earmarked to be included into the system, for example the passive open space area and public open space area.

When formulating the development program the importance of linking the various forms of open space must be taken into consideration.  The system must be linked for it to function from a social, economic and environmental perspective.  This link in the system can be attained by not only including zoned open spaces but by also including road reserves (in front of privately owned property), railway lines, pedestrian and bicycle routes etc.

           This policy proposes a detailed public open space development programme.  In view of the aforesaid the funds generated from the sale of little used parkland and other open spaces should be utilised to reintroduce nature to the deprived residential areas of Matatiele. A huge backlog currently exists in the following areas with reference to developed parks:

· Harry Gwala
· Matatiele
· Cedarville
· Maluti


4. Open Spaces Development
It is  the responsibility of the Municipality to develop the open spaces  either on their own or in partnership with the relevant Departments or interested parties.


5.Disposal of Open Spaces
Should the Municipality decide to dispose open spaces, land disposal processes will be undertaken as per the relevant legislation of the Municolaity such as Municipal Financial Management Act, 2000, Land Disposal Policy and Supply Chain Management Policy etc. 

6.  IDENTIFICATION OF NON-COMPLIANCE 
 Municipal officials, such as law enforcement officers or policy/by-law enforcement officers, identify instances of non-compliance with municipal by-laws such as encroachment or invasion of opens spaces

7. INVESTIGATION
Municipal officials must investigate the alleged non-compliance, gather evidence, and determine the facts of the case.

8. ISSUANCE OF NOTICE
If the investigation confirms non-compliance, the municipality may issue a notice to the alleged offender, outlining the contravention and the required corrective action.

9. OPPORTUNITY TO COMPLY
9.1 The alleged offender must be given an opportunity to comply with the policy  and rectify the contravention
9. 2  Legal action will be undertaken upon serving Final (second) Notice on non-compliance. A letter of demand will be served instructing the perpetrator to comply within 7-14 days,) if not complying, then a matter will be taken to court as per legal processes.

10. ENFORCEMENT ACTION
If the alleged offender fails to comply, the municipality may take enforcement action, such as:
(a)	Issuing a fine or penalty 
(b)	Serving a summons
(c)	Seeking a court order
(d)	Taking remedial action

11.  PROSECUTION
In cases where the offender fails to comply or dispute the charges, the municipality may prosecute the matter in court.

12. MONITORING AND FOLLOW UP
The municipality monitors the situation to ensure compliance and takes follow up action as necessary.
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