
 

 

MEDIA STATEMENT 

 20 FEBRUARY 2023 

ATTENTION: ALL EDITORS / REPORTERS 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: MATATIELE LOCAL MUNICIPALITY TO SPEED UP 

SERVICE DELIVERY 

Matatiele Local Municipality has according to Section 34 of the Municipal Systems Act, no.32 of 

2000 (MSA) conducted its strategic planning session from the 05th – the 09th of February 2023 in 

order to find solutions to the problems assessed during the process of confirming needs and 

priorities with community members. 

Members of the public and stakeholders in general are assured that the money used during this 

session did not lend into the hands of any councillor or staff member of the institution.  

 

It is worth noting that as per the approved 2022/23 budget which was presented to communities 

on the 05th – 07th of April 2022 and adopted by Council in May 2022, therefore, the expenditure 

incurred during this session was within the adopted budget. A thorough process of looking for 

accommodation facilities to house 112 delegates in the Eastern Cape was undertaken. Most places 

could not accommodate this number and some were above the budget. Three quotations as per the 

Municipal Finance Management Act & Supply Chain Management regulations were requested and 

Garden Court Umhlanga was the lowest to offer accommodation, conference facilities and a 

tourism levy under legislated government rates. 

 

The Municipality can once more confirm that the video which is making rounds on social media 

is equal to malicious distortion of information. The Mayor of Matatiele Local Municipality, Cllr. 

Sonwabile Mngenela did not attend the session with his family nor a child. The video was taken 

after hours on the last day of the session and the child visited her mother where no extra costs were 

incurred by the Municipality.  

 

“We can categorically confirm that no funds from the public purse were utilized for beverages or 

any untoward expenditure which will be against the laws governing local government. Our focus 

as this government remains that of fighting poverty, unemployment and inequality. We have just 

received an unqualified audit opinion from the Auditor General, which proves that the systems in 

place are working”, says Municipal Manager, Mr. Lizo Matiwane.  

 

Critical recommendations were taken during this session including developing Matatiele to be a 

smart city, development of bulk infrastructure for residential and commercial development, 

develop strategies to attract more investors and retain existing businesses and to develop 

programmes to attract youth and provide income. 

 

-Ends- 
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