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ACCEPTANCE SPEECH BY THE MAYOR, CLLR. SONWABILE MNGENELA DURING THE COUNCIL INAUGURATION HELD 

ON THE 22ND NOVEMBER 2021 AT MATATIELE TOWN HALL.  

THE NEWLY ELECTED SPEAKER 

EXCO MEMBERS 

HONOURABLE COUNCILLORS 

THE MUNICIPAL MANAGER, MR LIZO MATIWANE 

THE CFO 

SENIOR MANAGEMENT OF THE INSTITUTION 

TRADITIONAL LEADERS AND CHIEFS FROM MATATIELE 

REPRESENTATIVES FROM SECTOR DEPARTMENTS 

THE ANC LEADERSHIP AS LED BY CDE VUKILE MHLELEMBANA 

THE LEADERSHIP OF ALL POLITICAL FORMATIONS 

ABEFUNDISI 

DISTINGUISHED GUESTS 

MANAGEMENT & STAFF 

MEMBERS OF THE MEDIA  

ABAHLALI NABAVOTI BASEMATATIELE 

Let me also take this special occasion and greet you all. Welcome to those who are watching us 

on our social media platforms and listening through various communication media platforms. 

As the newly elected Mayor of Matatiele Local Municipality for the 2021 – 2026 term of Council, 

I would like to extend a word of gratitude to all Matatiele voters who made their voice to be heard 

during the 2021 local government elections held on the 1st of November. 

Indeed, the people of Matatiele have spoken; it is now in our hands as the new council to find 

strategic ways and effectively respond on the services we render to our people.  
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We need to put our political differences aside and work towards improving the lives of the people 

of Matatiele. We need to unite and implement the manifesto of the ruling party and bahlali base 

Matatiele we commit that: 

 We will fix roads, potholes, sewage spills and broken water pipes. 

 We are going to improve the infrastructure to provide clean water and reliable electricity. 

 We will fast-track rural development. 

 We will link rural areas and urban markets and make land available for co-

operative communal food gardens. 

 We will create more jobs for young people as first-time entrants and upscale internships, 

learnerships and bursaries. 

 We will ensure that the municipality is run by ethical leaders, managers and workers, and 

remove those who fail to do what they are paid to do. 

 We will rebuild sports facilities that have fallen into disrepair and revitalise arts and 

culture facilities. 

 Working together, we will intensify the fight against gender-based violence and safer 

communities, and  

 We will ensure infrastructure development, basic services, housing and local economic 

development to address the specific needs of women, people with disabilities, the elderly 

and children. 

In several communities honourable councillors, water is lost through leaks due to poor 

maintenance. Electricity supply is not stable. Refuse is not collected regularly in some 

communities. And in a few areas, raw sewage flows in the streets. This we must ensure that it is 

the thing of the past.  

Madame speaker, 

We need to strive to build a better economy with more opportunities for all. Our key task is to 

create jobs and reduce poverty as a matter of urgency. Creating jobs and sustainable economic 

opportunities for the youth is especially urgent. 

Let us rebuild and renew effective our municipality that puts people first. Together, we can build 

a sustainable, green and resilient future where we use our natural resources wisely to build the 

wealth of our nation. 

As we commence with this 5 year term, we shall invest our efforts in making better the lives of the 

community we serve. 

We need to ensure that agriculture and tourism are tapped into in order to create sustainable jobs 

and fight poverty. Let us ensure that we realise our vision which says “where nature, agriculture 

and tourism are investments of choice”. We have a huge potential in this front as Matatiele, 

therefore it is our hands as this to work twice as hard to ensure that we support the people with 

resources so that they can work the land. 
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In the next five years, more budget should be channelled into developing our tourism sector, in 

ensuring that we market Matatiele so as to attract investors. I repeat, we need to attract investors. 

As government alone we cannot reduce unemployment but ours is to create favourable conditions 

so that the private sector can work with us in addressing this challenge. 

We believe that tourism development, agriculture and conservation of our natural resources are 

key in attracting investments to Matatiele, in order to open opportunities which will provide an 

environment that promotes a sustainable local economic development. 

Honourable councillors, 

Manufacturing is another sector we will look into in the next five. Sustainable economic 

development should be our slogan but not only in talks but in action. We will strive to ensure that 

each ward has a viable business where the people will get jobs.  

Somlomo, sizawuqinisekisa okokuba siyawaphuhlisa amashishini asakhasayo. Kwi ward nganye 

sizawuthi sisungule iWard Business Forums ezizawusebenza nale esele iikhona yeMatatiele 

ngokubanzi ngoba injongo kukuphuhlisa amaphandle nokuba uqoqosho luqabe emakhaya 

ingakumbi ezilalini. 

Abahlali,  

I will be meeting with all Matatiele stakeholders in the next few months in order to craft and share 

our vision for the next five. We need to ensure that we build better Matatiele together. I will also 

establish a Mayoral Advisory Council which will be made up of professionals, academics, 

individuals from various sectors in our society with a clear goal of crafting a path which will see 

the face of Matatiele being changed. The Mayoral Business Forum which was established last year 

will also be of great essence as we implement our strategy of ensuring that Matatiele is indeed a 

destination of choice.  

 Now is the time madame speaker to make reasonable changes in delivering services to the people. 

Let us, together in partnership, continue to work together to improve conditions and provide 

opportunities in our communities. 

Our promise to you people of Matatiele is that we will do better to serve you, deliver better services 

and build thriving communities. 

In conclusion madame speaker, the progress made thus far has been a collective effort from all the 

councillors, administration, our stakeholders and the community of Matatiele local municipality. 

I must thank the outgoing Mayor, Cllr Momelezi Mbedla for his outstanding work and leadership. 

Indeed, under your leadership Duna siyavbuma Siphushile. Abahlali base ward 22 namhlanje 

bakhanyisa umbane, our IGR structure remains the best in the country, eFreystata in ward 15 

bayavuya kuba banendlela nombane, eCedarville naseMaluti izitalato zifakelwe itar ne paving, 

banezindlu eMaritseng, under your leadership the municipality has been achieving clean and 

unqualified audit opinion, bayaphangela namhlanje abanye babantwana bafundiswe yi bursary 
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kaMasipala, iproject yabantu abadala iNtatayise inika iziqhamo ezihle. Sibulela ke igalelo leli 

bhunga eliphumayo ngemisebenzi yalo emihle.  

I am aware that the outgoing Council which was inaugurated in 2016 our aim has been to change 

the lives of the people of Matatiele and I am convinced that we are leaving this institution a 

transformed investment destination of choice. 

I thank you 

 

 


