
                                                                                                     

Mayor of Matatiele Local Municipality: Cllr Momelezi Mbedla 

Season’s greeting to you people of Matatiele and surroundings, 

We are in the last month of what has been a difficult year for the entire world, due to the corona virus pandemic that has claimed lives, 

and continues to do so. 

It has not been business as usual in our municipality, just as it’s been case nation and world-wide, however the work of government had 

to continue. This, we did with limitations in human and financial resources, all imposed by the new normal. While many are complaining 

about a cut in salaries, many people in our communities have lost their jobs with the outbreak of the deadly COVID-19. Although we 

have provided some relief interventions as government, many families in our municipality still do not know where their next meal will 

come from. At this point, I must pause and acknowledge the great work done by good Samaritans from and around Matatiele. Less 

privileged households were provided with food stuffs, to enable them to survive the suffering brought about by the corona outbreak.     

 



As we are in midterm of our 2020/21 Financial Year, you might have witnessed that a number of capital projects under our Infrastructure 

Services Department have already started. In our mission to better our access roads, we have recently appointed two contractors to build 

Magonqolweni access road in ward 10 and Nkasela access road at ward 04. Magonqolweni access road has been completed and is under 

retention stage. Surfacing of 5km surfaced road including installation of storm water pipes as well as inlet and outlet structures at Maluti 

township in ward 1 is in final stages, while some of our work is continuing at Cedarville internal streets in ward 26.  

On rural electrification, we have recently introduced contractors to electrify more than eight hundred households with Mpofini and 

Small location (250 household connections each village), Khesa 64 and Sidakeni 145, Vimba 250, Mhlangeni 140 and Mnqayi 124 

being our beneficiaries. These projects will create seventy temporal jobs for our people. We anticipate to have all these areas electrified 

by April 2021.  

While the municipality is trying to ensure that all its wards have access to electricity, the municipality would like to make a special 

appeal to the public. Please report illegal connections (izinyoka-nyoka)! They are done by unqualified people who not only risk 

electrocuting themselves, but also you to danger.  

In wishing you a Merry Christmas, I must remind you that South Africa is in the second wave of Covid-19 which necessitates immediate 

behavioral change from all citizens. As you will be re-united with your loved ones during this time, please play your part! We all need 

to work together to fight this dangerous wave of Covid-19. Let’s adhere to health protocols as we prepare for a different type of festive 

season. Refrain from attending super spreader events (large gatherings). Another enemy we need to fight during this season is alcohol 

and substance abuse.  The adverse effects of this behavior hampers our ability to observe health protocols. At the same time, alcohol 

and substance abuse have also been identified as drivers of Gender based violence….another scourge we’re dealing with! 

 

Again remember, there are other more painful things than wearing a mask, such as the loss of a loved one -  so wear a mask, wash 

your hands and practice social distance!  

 


