
 

ANNUAL MATATIELE MUSIC FESTIVAL BOOSTS LOCAL ECONOMY 

Matatiele Local Municipality in partnership with Alfred Nzo District Municipality 
annually holds the Matatiele Music Festival with the aim of boosting the 
economy; attract tourists and potential investors consequently creating jobs 
for the people of Matatiele.  

To date, the event saw well known artists like; Ringo Madlingozi, the Jaziel 
Brothers, Thandiswa Mazwai, Zonke, Mafikizolo, Moneoa Moshesh, Zakes 
Bantwini, I-Fani, Professor, Dj Fisherman, Big NUZ, Dr. Malinga, Bathandwa, 
Sefako sa Menoaneng, Khabane tsa Matatiele, Gxaba Leketile sharing the 
stage and entertaining the crowd of more than 5 000. Radio personalities like 
Twasa of Lesedi FM, Casey and Gwiba from UWFM and Coach “Tsamaya” 
were also featured.  

The project’s main objectives sought to establish an event that would act as 
a catalyst for an increase in the tourism influx of visitors and potential investors 
to the Matatiele area during the festive season, as well as initiate other tools 
and means to contribute to the socio-economic development of the 
Matatiele community and thereby boost the local economy.   

Accommodation facilities, retail outlets, street vendors, transport industry and 
other small business owners are benefitting immensely.  

The Festival is held in the second week of December at the Matatiele Old 
Rugby Fields and gates open at 12h00.  

Bring your camp chairs, braai stands, no weapons and other illegal 
substances. Matatiele is known as the best town in producing red meat, don’t 
miss out. Sweet Matat where nature, agriculture and tourism are investments 
of choice.  

Highlights on the 5th Matatiele Music Festival  

Thousands of music patrons were treated with thrilling fun and top of the 
range entertainment during the 5th Annual Matatiele Music Festival held at 
the Matatiele old rugby fields in December 2015. 

The Matatiele Music Festival, which has become the highlight on 
entertainment and economic development calendar for the Alfred Nzo 
District Municipality and Matatiele Local Municipality as well as the Eastern 
Cape in general, saw who’s who of the South African music industry 



descending in the Matatiele to entertain more than 5 000 crowd who came 
to witness their favourite artists performing live.     

The 5th music festival line-up included Nomvula hit maker, Nathi Mankayi, 
Ringo Madlingozi, Jaziel Brothers, Professor, Zonke Dikana, Moneoa 
Moshoeshoe, Big NUZ, to mention the few and local artists wooed the crowd 
during their performances. 

The Mayor of Matatiele Local Municipality, Cllr. Momelezi Mbedla, said they 
were happy with the turnout. More than 5 000 people attended the event.  

“Matatiele Local Municipality is starting to see the fruits of hosting the annual 
music festival. This year we have seen other social partners joining the event 
such as the Alfred Nzo District Municipality and SAB,” says Matatiele Local 
Municipality Mayor, Cllr. Momelezi Mbedla.  

“This year our local crafters and from across the District were offered space to 
exhibit their products and also local contractors benefitted from the event,” 
concluded Cllr Mbedla. 

Nathi Mankayi who performed his much loved Nomvula song said: “It feels 
good to perform just few kilometres from home town, Maclear, and the 
crowd was great, singing along every song I performed”, said Nathi.  

He thanked revellers for attending and for their patience in long queues.  

Matatiele Local Municipality together with Alfred Nzo District Municipality call 
appreciate the enthusiastic response by patrons who came as far as Lesotho, 
Port St. Johns, Gauteng, East London, Lusikisiki, Flagstaff, Port Shepstone, 
Margate, Durban, Sterkspruit, Free State, Umzimkhulu, to mention but a few. 
Indeed the well attendance has ensured the growth of this event while 
simultaneously ensuring the growth of the local economy and local talent. 

Follow us on Facebook (Matatiele Local Municipality) for the 6th Music Festival 
updates. 

  



 

Accommodation facilities: people can access them on this link 
http://www.safarinow.com/destinations/matatiele/hub.aspx  

 

 

 

Music lovers from the Eastern Cape, Kwa- Zulu Natal, Lesotho and other places came in 
numbers to enjoy the 4th Matatiele Annual Music Festival held at Matatiele in December at the 
Old Rugby Fields 



 

 

 

 

 

“Khabane tsa Matatiele”, a local traditional group entertained music lovers 
during the 4th Matatiele Music Festival 

Mafikizolo entertained Music lovers  



 

Crowed during the 2014 Music Festival 

 

Dr. Malinga entertained the crowed 

 



 

 

 

 

The Jaziel Brothers 

Msa Mahlangu from Matatiele Idols Season 11 golden ticket circle winner 



 

Local artist, “Brazil” created a painting of the Jaziel Brothers 

 



 

Sold out crowed during the 5th Matatiele Music Festival 

 

Sold out crowed during the 5th Matatiele Music Festival 

  



 

 

 

Dj Twasa from Lesedi FM 

 

Casey from UWFM 



 

 

Nathi Mankayi sang “Nomvula” to a sold out crowed 

 

Zonke Dikana 
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