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WELCOME ADDRESS BY HIS WORSHIP, THE MAYOR CLLR MOMELEZI MBEDLA ON 

THE CATCHMENT-BASED INDABA ON ECOLOGICAL INFRASTRUCTURE HELD ON THE 

21ST – 23RD OCTOBER 2019 AT MATATIELE TOWN HALL 

PROGRAMME DIRECTOR 

CHIEF DIRECTOR BIODEVERSITY INFORMATION & POLICY ADVICE, DESHNI PILLAY 

DIRECTOR ECOLOGICAL INFRASTRUCTURE FROM WATER RESEARCH COMMISSION, MAHLODI TAU 

THE RESEARCH MANAGER, MR MADIKIZELA 

KNOWLEDGE COORDINATOR, MICHELLE 

THE HOD OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS & TOURISM, MR GXILISHE 

OFFICIALS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, FISHERIES AND FORESTRY AND THOSE FROM THE DEPARTMENT 

OF SCIENCE AND INNOVATION 

THE PROJECT MAIN FUNDER DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE & INNOVATION 

MR SIGQIBO MFUYWA FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, LAND REFORM & RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

REPRESENTATIVES OF PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS, OTHER GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND NON-GOVERNMENTAL 

ORGANISATIONS 

AUTHORS AND CONTRIBUTORS 

ALL DELEGATES HERE PRESENT 

UNKOSI SIBI 

LEADERS OF THE RELIGIOUS FRATERNITY, BUSINESS & CIVIL SOCIETY 

REPRESENTATIVES FROM ALL SPHERES OF GOVERNMENT 

DISTINGUISHED GUESTS 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 

It gives me great pleasure to be here today to welcome you and 

officially open this special gathering, the ‘catchment – based 

indaba on ecological infrastructure’. The theme of this Indaba i.e 
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‘Amanzi aphuma apha’ makes us the rightful hosts of this Indaba, 

because indeed ‘water comes from Matatiele’.  

Let me thank the South African National Biodiversity Institute for 

deciding with its partners that Matatiele local municipality is a 

perfect municipality to deliberate on conservation groundwork. I 

can, without any doubt safely confirm that you are in a right place-

where your interventions are needed the most. 

Furthermore, I am convinced that the resolutions that will come 

out of this Indaba will help us move a few steps towards the 

realisation of our vision. Looking at the programme for the next 

three days, I realise that the discussion items embody what we 

strive for as this municipality i.e to make “nature, agriculture and 

tourism investments of choice”.  

Delegates,  

The importance of ecological infrastructure and healthy catchments 

for securing South Africa’s scarce water resources are already 

accepted within our policy environment.  

The Municipality working with its strategic partners in the local 

sphere has started programmes to rehabilitate water sources, 

wetlands and estuaries. Already, we have programmes in place to 

remove waste, in particular plastics and alien species that suck up 

the water available to us. We hope that this gathering will sharpen 

us towards ensuring that these efforts yield positive results.  

Programme Director 

The next few days give us an opportunity to ponder on the fact 

that sustainable development requires a vibrant, diverse economy; 

a happy, prosperous and equal society; and a healthy and 

productive environment.  

Another animal in the room ladies and gentlemen is climate change 

and mass extinction of biological species. This is not only a threat 
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to future generations but require all of us to come up with creative 

ways to save mother earth. This means, we can no longer afford 

talk shops on these issues – we have to avail resources and 

implement programmes now!  

Yabona ke Programme Director, people think we’re talking cliché 

when we emphasise the issue of partnerships. What we are talking 

about here today can never be achieved by government alone. Key 

role players in this case include; business, civil society and 

organised labour in the context of an informed and environmentally 

literate society. 

The sustainable society we want to achieve is enshrined in the 

United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) which paint 

a vision of a Planet in where all people enjoy a clean environment, 

health, education, safety, peace and dignified work.    

Chairperson,  

As the municipality, we have identified agriculture and 

manufacturing as the sector that contributes the most to the 

economy of our area.  

In line with this realisation, last year during our IDP outreach 

programmes, we received a proposals from the people of Matatiele 

to open a tertiary institution with a special focus on agriculture. I 

therefore urge this Indaba to come up with an approach to realise 

this proposal.  

Our Local Economic Development strategy reveals that agriculture, 

agro-processing, forestry, tourism, commerce, manufacturing 

mining and quarrying are amongst the most important sectors of 

Matatiele’s economy. However, numerous challenges facing these 

sectors have limited the chances of creating effective employment 

opportunities out of them.  
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This therefore means that somehow, we still need to find lasting 

solutions to utilise agriculture and our natural resources in order to 

keep up with the economic needs of our communities.  

Members of the Indaba,  

In Matatiele, we understand that changes in weather patterns 

caused by climate change has a direct impact of food security. And 

the consequent risks of extreme weather events such as droughts 

and floods have not just changed the way we do life, but economic 

activities on agriculture, fishing, forestry, nature based tourism are 

under extreme pressure. It is our people, the poorest and most 

vulnerable that will be hit the hardest, whereas they also have the 

least capacity to manage all these changes. 

When we were growing up, the way water was in abundance, we 

never thought that today we will be talking water-challenges in 

most parts of South Africa. At the rate we’re going, it’s clear that 

we are rapidly growing into a water-scarce country, particularly 

due to broader changes which are caused by climate change and 

global warming. 

Where there is a shortage of water, sanitation is also poor and 

consequently health is affected. 

As government, we have made various interventions to deal with 

this challenge. 

We have, for example, expanded water infrastructure, such as 

building dams and refurbishing and improving old infrastructure to 

improve water supply.  

Matatiele has experienced unprecedented growth in the past few 

years in terms of resident population and day visitors, but the 

infrastructure and services have not improved at the same pace.  

Given this picture, I therefore urge you delegates to come up with 

strategies to address challenges facing water supply in our country. 
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I’m sure you agree with me that this requires urgent attention to 

avoid an imminent collapse. 

Delegates,  

As you develop your localised action plan or amongst your 

resolutions, please bear in mind the challenge we face as the 

municipality that of wattle plant, which is a threat to our resources.  

In most cases it is located in the municipality’s sources of water 

and there is likelihood that it will cause a reduction of the amount 

of water flow. If this happens, some of the development-oriented 

activities, such as agricultural and manufacturing might be 

negatively affected. 

There is also a general lack of local government participation in 

alien plant infestation of the upper catchment, which threatens the 

water resources of the major river systems and local availability of 

land and water, and increases vulnerability of landscapes to 

accelerated erosion.  

The large areas under jungle wattle present both a challenge and 

an opportunity. They represent a significant threat to water 

resources and an expanding land care problem, yet in some cases 

they can be transformed into functional productive land units by 

formalising them into plantations for timber, bark and charcoal.  

Delegates,  

Government requires interventions such as those that are 

administered by the Umzimvubu Catchment Partners in order to 

grow our communities together.  

It’s comforting to share with you some of the positive strides we 

are achieving…thanks to our implementing partners. ERS is 

collaborating with World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) and First 

Rand Foundation in training 40 young entrepreneurs from Sibi and 

Makhoba traditional council. The focus is on providing exposure 
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and skills for fostering careers rooted in the rural green economy 

and water security sphere, as part of an eco-futures programme. 

The project will last a year, and provide the youth with some tuition 

on Livestock production for income generation, ecotourism, veld 

condition monitoring, water, wattle management and conversion.  

We are also happy to note that waste recycling and re-purposing 

is part of this programme, as it has the potential to create jobs too. 

Programme Director,  

Another flagship project implemented by Coca Cola Company, the 

WWF and ERS is aimed at addressing water problems facing Sibi 

area. This, through an implementation of an alien tree clearing at 

the critical water catchment areas in the Drakensburg Water 

Source Area.  

The problems of water security and sanitation facing some of the 

rural communities in Matatiele are dire and long standing and this 

include the communities of Nkasela and Nchodu, who rely 

predominantly on captured rain water, as well as groundwater from 

springs for their water supply. 

These three organisations hope to improve clean water access by 

protecting local springs and also securing up to TWO THOUSAND 

hectares of grassland in the watershed. 

The project will run for 15-months and has recruited up to 50 

people to conduct project activities, 27 of those are young people.  

Programme director,  

When you close the Indaba, I hope the potential benefits of 

rehabilitating and maintaining our ecological infrastructure will be 

realised. 

But I urge you to come up with practical solutions on the following: 
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 Strategic investment in ecological infrastructure 

 Ecological infrastructure which will support rural development 
 Ecological infrastructure which will help mitigate risk and,  
 One which will help create jobs for our people.  

In closing, let me take this opportunity to once again welcome you 

to Sweet Matat. We have plenty of entertainment areas around 

Matat I hope you will contribute in terms of revenue generation.  

I thank you 


